Salmonid Escapement Project Work Team
Meeting Notes

2 August 2006
10:00 AM – Yolo Wildlife Area
Participants:  See attached list.
Meeting Agenda:
· Updates:

· Existing Program Summary

· CV Escapement and Steelhead Monitoring Plans

· CV Constant Fractional Marking Program

· Proposal for CWT Recovery

· CV Age Determination Program


· Monitoring Updates  (All)

· Ocean Harvest Update   (Ocean Salmon Project)

· Age Determination Project – CV Scale Collection Protocol  (Duran)

· Demonstration of the Calfish Website (Allen)
Discussion:
I. Meeting Notes/Housekeeping:   McReynolds suggested one change to the 4/25/06 meeting notes, which will be made.  No changes to the agenda were suggested.
II. Program Updates:
CV Existing Programs Summary:  The program summary report, completed in August 2005, is already outdated.  Revisions should be sent to Low to include in a 2006 version.
CV Escapement and Steelhead Monitoring Plans:   Contract is almost final for the plans. Both plans are being funded as directed actions through the CALFED ERP program.  Biologist positions for the projects will be advertised soon.
CV Constant Fractional Marking Program:  Also being funded as a directed action through the CALFED ERP program (25% mark/tag rate).  Marking/tagging will begin in spring of 2007.  Trailers are being built now by NMT.  Contract is almost final.
Proposal for CWT Recovery:  Low is currently working on a proposal for the recovery phase of the CV constant fractional marking program.  She will be asking each escapement monitoring project for an estimate of the number of additional people and equipment that will be needed to recover the additional CWTs, assuming the existing programs will continue.  Some programs will be difficult to estimate; may have to wait until January to get refined estimates for some projects, when project staff are less busy. 
CV Age Determination Program:  Contract is final.  Joe Duran has been hired as the project biologist, and Jennifer Simon is one of the project technicians.  One more technician position will be filled soon.
III. Monitoring Updates:
Battle Creek:  A meeting will be held next week to decide on instream fall-run monitoring methods for this year.  For the past three years, fall-run have been monitored using both carcass survey and video monitoring methods.   For spring-run, weir trapping and video monitoring were conducted from March 1 through August 1.  A high number of unmarked fish was observed this year.  Video system is being switched from analog to DVR.  No snorkel surveys have been conducted yet due to high flows.  Redd surveys will be conducted in September and October.   
Mainstem Sacramento River:  Winter-run carcass survey is on-going.  A strong run is being observed again this year.  Spawning is now winding down.  Water clarity has been low this year, reducing carcass recovery rates.  Hatchery proportion is approx. 20%.  Survey will end around the end of August.  Fall-run carcass survey will begin in September.  
Butte Creek:  Flows have been high.  So far, pre-spawning mortality of spring-run has been low, but the fish look stressed.   Snorkel survey was conducted on July 24-26; population appears to be somewhat lower than in the previous few years.  Appears to be a mix of age classes (2, 3, 4’s).  Carcass survey will begin the first week of Sept.  

Big Chico Creek:  Snorkel survey was conducted; 299 fish were observed.  Taking tissue samples.  Fish ladder modification at Iron Canyon is being designed.    
Antelope Creek:  Spring-run holding surveys were conducted:  102 spring-run adults were observed (2nd highest count in 17 years of sampling).  Another survey will be conducted in September to estimate survival of holding fish.  In October, a spawning distribution survey will be conducted.  Water temperature monitoring is being increased.  

Deer Creek:  The Deer Creek spring-run snorkel survey will be conducted next week.  Fall-run surveys will also be conducted this year.  

Mill Creek:  The Mill Creek pilot hydroacoustic study has been completed for this year.  Over 1,000 large targets were recorded.  The DIDSON sonar outperformed the split beam sonar.  The final passage estimate will be available in December, and will be compared with the redd survey estimate.  Run timing was earlier than historic spring-run timing.  Flows were very high this year which may have affected migration timing.   It may be worthwhile to repeat the study next year.   Higher flows this year may also affect the redd survey, scheduled for October.  Fall-run surveys will be conducted this year.   
Clear Creek:   69 spring-run are currently estimated.  The week of August 21, the spring-run index survey will be conducted (snorkel survey).  The temporary weir will be installed this year.  Biweekly snorkel surveys will be conducted in September and October.  
Mokelumne River:  Still having some issues with the DVR system at Woodbridge Dam.  About 25 adult salmon have been observed so far.  Fall-run carcass survey will be conducted again this year, because more construction will be occurring at the Woodbridge Dam screens.  
NOAA Recovery Planning Workshops:  Workshops will be held in Redding on August 15 (6:00 PM) and on August 17 in Stockton.  
IV. Ocean Harvest Update:   2006 ocean sport regulations not much different than in past years.  Commercial harvest north of Point Arena has been significantly curtailed this year.  Pt. Arena to Pigeon Point, the commercial season is open 7/26 – 8/31, with a weekly boat limit of 75 fish.  Monterey area is open from 5/1-31, 7/26 – 8/31.  Through 7/15, sport harvest totaled 71,890 Chinook (charter and skiff), by 100,620 anglers (slightly below average).  Through 7/15, the commercial harvest was 10,500 Chinook (season just opened).  1,711 CWTs have been recovered in the ocean harvest so far; 16 CWTs from the Klamath/Trinity, 6 winter-run CWTs, 9 Butte Creek CWTs.  The 2001-04 CWT data is now available through RMIS.  The 2005 CWT recovery data still needs QC’d catch/sample file, including final escapement numbers and numbers of fish observed.       
V. Age Determination Project:   The scale aging project will generate critical data on the age structure of the CV runs.  Joe Duran presented an introduction of the project, a revised sampling protocol, and results of pilot analysis of the WR ’05 scale collection.  Standardization of scale reading techniques, image documentation, and file and data base structures have been initiated by the project.  The collection protocol has been developed using the available literature and consultation with projects in the Northwest.  Some team members remain concerned about the time it will take to collect and label scale samples in the field.  
VI. Calfish Website:  Stan Allen gave a demonstration of the updated Calfish website:  http://www.calfish.org.    Many mapping features, fishery data, restoration project and passage databases, and staff directories have been added.  Over 20,000 references have been scanned and should be available soon through the Calfish library.  
Next meeting:

January 17, 2007
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