Salmonid Escapement Project Work Team
Meeting Notes

11 January 2005
10:00 AM – 830 S Street, Sacramento
Participants:  See attached list.
Meeting Agenda:
Updates:

· Calfish

· Escapement monitoring programs submitted for CALFED ERP funding

· CV Escapement monitoring workshop

· Existing Programs Report 

· Development of CV Constant Fractional Marking Plan 

· CV Escapement Monitoring Plan  
Monitoring Updates – 2004 Spring, fall, winter-run

Ocean Harvest Update

Discussion:
I. Meeting Notes/Housekeeping:  Low requested comments on meeting notes from August 2004. 
II. Updates:
Calfish:  Program development is on-going.  Coho and steelhead distribution data are being added, then Chinook distribution.  Ocean salmon data are being added.  The on-line library is being developed.  
CALFED PSPs:  Several salmonid escapement monitoring proposals have been submitted in the recent CALFED Science and ERP Program solicitations.  

CV Escapement Monitoring Workshop:  In lieu of DFG’s traditional Salmon Informational Meeting this year, the team agreed to put on a one-day CV Salmonid Escapement Monitoring Workshop in Sacramento in late February.  [Since the team meeting, the CALFED Science Program agreed to sponsor the workshop, on February 24, at the EDD Auditorium.]

Existing Programs Report:  Some progress has been made putting this report together.  Still missing a few program summaries.

Development of CV Constant Fractional Marking Program:  Report by Dave Hankin/Ken Newman/Allan Hicks was received last July.  Parent CVSPWT has reviewed the report and found some problems with the input parameters used in the modeling.  Biggest problem is assumptions made about escapement monitoring sampling.   Rates used for CWT observation and recovery were too low.  Actual observation rates range from 30 – 60% in CV surveys.  Parent team is having Hankin et al do some more modeling runs with new values for parameters.  This should be completed fairly soon.

CV Escapement Monitoring Plan:  Plan development received tentative funding from ERP, was sent out for external review last fall, reviews have been completed, but still need to be compiled.  Team is waiting for compilation of reviews from ERP staff.
III. Monitoring Updates:
Mokelumne River:  11,427 estimated total escapement of fall-run (285% of historical); 4,164 males, 2,097 females; 10,345 entered hatchery.  19 CWTs were recovered.  Relatively high proportion of grilse.  (Last year: 2,125 estimated by video system in-river; 1,804 estimated by carcass survey.)  This year’s carcass survey went well; hatchery injected carcasses into river to better determine mark/recapture rates.  New digital recording system has been installed at Woodbridge Dam; continuation of the carcass survey is up in the air.  

Feather River:  48,000 fall-run estimated by carcass survey; 43,000 adults and 5,000 grilse.  35% male.  Estimate lower than last two years.  Scales, otoliths, and tissue samples were collected.  CWT recoveries were made by separate crew; 246 heads were recovered.  3,650 early returning adults were floy tagged this year; 1,263 were recovered on the carcass survey (early in the survey), and 834 were recovered in the hatchery.  

San Joaquin River tributaries:  Merced River – preliminary estimate is 4,000 fall-run.  Tuolumne River – 2,200.  Stanislaus River – carcass survey: 4,000, Stanislaus weir: 4,500.   Runs were relatively late this year.  25% grilse found in carcass surveys in basin; more jacks than adults returned to Merced Hatchery.

Butte Creek:  Spring-run carcass survey estimate was 10,221; snorkel survey estimate was 7,390.  Fall-run carcass survey estimate was 2,456.  
Battle Creek:  Fall-run:  68,229 at CNFH;.  Over 5,000 CWTs recovered.  3,000 late fall-run so far.  500 steelhead.  175 fish passed upstream of barrier.  Video tapes have been read; 24,025 fall-run estimated in-river by video; 23,861 estimated in-river by carcass survey.  163 CWTs recovered in carcass survey (subsampled).  Pre-spawning mortality was lower this year, but still high overall.  In upper Battle Creek, a jumper video, Vaki system, and video monitor were operated at the CNFH barrier weir.  Ladder was closed the beginning of August.  May – Nov. snorkel surveys were conducted.  Dec – April redd surveys were conducted.   Genetic samples have been sent to Michael Banks for analysis; no estimate of spring-run escapement is available yet.    
Mainstem Sacramento River:  In 2003-04, 8,808 late fall-run estimated.  8,722 total winter-run estimated in 2004.  43,604 fall-run.   
Deer Creek:  804 spring-run in snorkel survey.   About 300 fall-run estimated in carcass survey, 4 CWTs recovered.  Fall-run spatially and temporally isolated from spring-run. 
Antelope Creek:  3 spring-run in snorkel survey.  (Last two years, there were 46.)

Mill Creek:  Estimate based on redd counts:  998 spring-run (higher than Deer Creek).  1,192 fall-run estimated in carcass survey; 19 CWTs recovered.    

Clear Creek:  6,365 fall-run estimated in carcass survey, down from last year, 61 CWTs recovered.  In upper Clear Creek, spring-run index surveys estimated 98 spring-run (largest run so far).  A barrier weir was installed to separate spring and fall-run spawners.  1 CWT has been recovered from a Butte Creek wild spring-run.    

American River:  About 100,000 fall-run were estimated in carcass survey.
IV. Ocean Harvest Update:  Fishing was good in 2004.  Commercial harvest was:  489,000 in ’03 and 500,000 in ’04.  Sport harvest was:  93,000 in ’03 and 220,000 in ’04.  DFG Ocean Salmon Project staff are now updating the B Table information.  The PFMC Review is on their website at pcouncil.org.  BY98/99 cohort reconstructions have been completed for Feather River.  Next, CNFH releases will be reconstructed.     
Next meeting:


February 24 

CV Salmonid Escapement Monitoring Workshop
9:00 – 4:30  
EDD Auditorium

722 Capitol Mall
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