Salmonid Escapement Project Work Team
Meeting Notes

27 January 2004
10:00 AM – 830 S Street, Sacramento
Participants:  See attached list.
Meeting Agenda:
· Monitoring Updates

· Ocean Harvest Update

· Summary of Carcass Survey Methods Meeting

· Comparisons between dam/weir counts and carcass survey estimates in 2003:

· Mokelumne River

· Stanislaus River

· Yuba River
· Update on Development of CV Constant Fractional Marking Plan  
· Update on Development of the Central Valley Escapement Monitoring Plan
· Other Updates

Discussion:
I. Meeting Notes/Housekeeping:  Low requested comments on meeting notes from November 18.  No comments were made. 
II. Monitoring Updates:
Mill Creek – Spring-run:  Redd surveys were conducted.  A total of 1,426 spring-run were estimated.  70 tissue samples were collected for genetics analysis.

Battle Creek – Fall-run:  Entire stream was carcass surveyed.  64,764 fish were estimated to spawn in-stream (33,285 effective number of spawners); 88,260 fish entered CNFH.  100 genetic samples were collected; one crew member was dedicated to CWT recoveries (report soon).

Clear Creek – Fall-run:  9,475 spawners estimated; genetic samples collected; 50 CWTs recovered (higher than usual).

Mill Creek – Fall-run:  2,426 estimated; 100 genetic samples; 60 CWTs.
Cottonwood/Deer creeks:  Surveyed for proportion of fall-run CWTs.  Approx. 2 out of 19 fish observed were CWT’d.

Upper Sacramento River:  Late fall-run carcass survey on-going now (some CNFH late-falls recovered); fall-run completed mid-December.  Good proportion were ad-clipped.  Keswick Dam trap being operated for late fall-run, winter-run broodstock.

San Joaquin River basin – Fall-run:  Spawning late this year.  High proportion of CWTs; relatively low population sizes; 100 genetic samples collected per trib; fewer than 500 scales/otoliths collected.  Escapement estimates:  Merced River – 4,000 in-river; 500 to hatchery.  Tuolumne River – 2,800 (Jolly-Seber).  Stanislaus River – 5,500 (Jolly-Seber).

American River – Fall-run:  136,000 estimated in-river.  Pre-spawning mortality high.  Lots of grilse.

Butte Creek – Fall-run:  3,310 estimated (Schaefer).  90 CWTs recovered (from Feather River hatchery primarily)  Spring-run juvenile outmigrant numbers up again, despite high pre-spawning mortality.  80,000 have been CWT’d so far.  

Yuba River – Fall-run:  RST has caught 80,000 juveniles so far.

III. Ocean Harvest Update:  Salmon Informational Meeting will be held February 25 in Santa Rosa.  Staff are now updating the B tables in the Review document.  The draft B tables were distributed and discussed.  Central Valley CWT heads have all been cut (about 4,700).  In the 2003 ocean harvest, fish were distributed to the north and in deeper water than in most years.  2003 Chinook ocean total landings were:  
· Commercial   488,800

· Recreational     93,100

IV. Carcass Survey Methodology Meeting:   Tim Heyne summarized a meeting held in January with a SEPWT sub-team, to discuss problems with carcass survey estimation methods.  The estimation models were discussed (Schaefer, Jolly-Seber), as well as subsampling methods, and skewed distributions/sex ratios.  The possibility of coordinating with coastal carcass survey people was discussed.
V. Comparisons between dam/weir counts and carcass survey estimates in 2003:

Mokelumne River:  Michelle Workman presented results of 2003 fall-run surveys.  The video monitoring and trapping system was operated at Woodbridge Dam as usual in 2003.   A carcass survey was also conducted.  10,238 fall-run were estimated to pass Woodbridge; 8,115 entered the hatchery.  The estimated river component was therefore 2,123 by this method.  Estimates from the carcass survey were:  1,795 (Schaefer model), 1,155 (Jolly-Seber model).  The carcass survey will be conducted for two more years; Woodbridge Dam counts cannot be conducted during re-construction of the dam.
Stanislaus River:  A portable resistance board weir and Vaki infrared monitoring system was installed in mid-September.  Total estimated passage of fall-run Chinook was 4,829, including estimates for days not sampled.  [Carcass survey estimate was 5,500 (Jolly-Seber)].  Problems with system have included: night photos have not been possible, due to high power requirement for lights, with silhouette images, can’t distinguish sex, sometimes can distinguish ad-clips.    Steelhead – none have been confirmed traveling upstream; 2 caught so far in downstream trap.  Need to have better photo capabilities, especially at night.  Weir and Vaki system will be in place through the end of April this year.  No trapping is being conducted now.

Yuba River:  In the carcass survey, 29,000 fall-run were estimated; 21,000 of those were estimated for the reach above Daguerre Point Dam.  Peak was late this year, by about 3 weeks.  Mark recovery rates were about 32% for adults; 29% for grilse.  60 CWTs were collected.  Escapement estimate was relatively high this year; average escapement since NBB Dam was constructed is 16,000.  

VI. Update on Development of CV Constant Fractional Marking Plan:  Dave Hankin and cohorts asked for an extension of time through the end of January to complete the report.  Stay tuned.
VII. Update on Development of the Central Valley Escapement Monitoring Plan:   The plan has been revised based on comments from the SEPWT and other teams.  The search for funding will start soon.
VIII. Other Updates:   Development of a Coastal Salmonid Monitoring Plan:  The first in a series of workshops to develop a plan will be held in March in Santa Cruz.   Next CALFED Proposal Solicitation:  due out in November, will be smaller, focused on monitoring, previously funded projects.  In 2005, a larger PSP will be advertised.  New Zealand mud snails have now been found in the Calaveras River; make sure to wash your boots and equipment before you travel around the valley.   
Next meeting:


March 30
10:00 - 3:00, Yolo Wildlife Area Headquarters
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