Salmonid Escapement Project Work Team
Meeting Notes

14 July 2005
10:00 AM – Yolo WLA Headquarters
Participants:  See attached list.
Meeting Agenda:
Updates:
· CV Escapement and Steelhead Monitoring Plans

· CV Age Determination Program

· Constant Fractional Marking Program

· CV Angler Harvest Program



· Existing Programs Summary

· Salmonid Monitoring Workshop – August 23 – 25
· Monitoring Updates     (All)

· Ocean Harvest Update   (Ocean Salmon Project)

Coded-wire Tag Recovery Data:

· Feather River Spring-run   (Alicia Seesholtz)

· Butte Creek Spring-run   (Tracy McReynolds)

Discussion:
I. Meeting Notes/Housekeeping:  Low requested comments on meeting notes from January 11.  No comments received.  
II. Updates:
CV Escapement and Steelhead Monitoring Plans:  Both plans will be funded as directed actions through the CALFED ERP program.  Projects are planned to start by January ’06.

CV Age Determination Program:  Scale aging program will be funded by CALFED ERP as a directed action.  Two technicians/one biologist will be hired and supervised by the DFG Ocean Salmon Project in Santa Rosa.  Program is based on the target collection of 550 scale samples per run per stream.  Program is patterned after the Klamath Basin program.  Technicians will have some time to help with the field collections.  Allen Grover will develop field protocols for the collection of scale samples.    
CV Constant Fractional Marking Program:  Will also be funded as a directed action through the CALFED ERP program (25% mark/tag rate).  Marking/tagging may begin in 2007.  This team needs to think about the development of realistic costs of tag recoveries in escapement surveys.  Escapement surveys will need to be augmented to handle increased tag recoveries.

CV Angler Harvest Program:  In the state budget starting this fiscal year, with SFRA funding.  Survey should resume by ’06.      
Existing Programs Report:  Draft report is completed; it will be sent out to the team for re-review soon.
Salmonid Monitoring Workshop:  August 23 – 25, Tiburon Center.  Team discussed the content of the Escapement Monitoring breakout session at the upcoming workshop.  [Subsequent to this meeting, the breakout session was deleted from the workshop agenda.]

III. Monitoring Updates:
Antelope/Deer/Mill Creek spring-run:  One day snorkel/redd counts will be conducted.  

Clear/Mill/Deer Creek fall-run: Carcass surveys will be conducted.

Battle Creek:  If run is large this fall, no carcass survey will be conducted.  

Mill /Deer Creeks:  New study to determine minimum flow for unimpaired passage.  

Yuba River:  DFG will conduct the carcass survey this fall.  Vaki system is working well now; night photos are OK.  26-27% of fish observed this year have been ad-clipped.  1,702 total passage.  

Butte Creek spring-run:  Pre-spawning mortality surveys have not seen much mortality so far.  Looks like a healthy run this year (about 10,000 fish).  Official snorkel count will be made in two weeks.  Spring-run carcass survey will be conducted this fall, followed by the fall-run carcass survey.  Over 400,000 juveniles were tagged this year.  

San Joaquin River tributaries:  Fall-run carcass surveys will be conducted on the 3 tributaries; funding may be a problem.

Mainstem Sacramento River winter-run:  Surveys are very busy.  This year’s run size is estimated to be about 10 – 15,000 fish.  Lots of ad-clips being observed.  Late fall-run estimate is about 10,000 fish; carcassing conditions were good this year.  
Battle Creek spring-run:  CNFH trap/weir – 65 ad-clipped fish were sacrificed; 26 unclipped passed upstream as spring-run.  Snorkel surveys observed 12 Chinook.  

Clear Creek:  3 spring-run snorkel surveys were conducted; 2nd highest number observed this year.  Fish are coming in earlier and going further upstream.

Feather River:  Spring-run hatchery tagging.  Fall-run carcass survey will be conducted as usual.  

IV. Ocean Harvest Update:  Mid-season 2005 harvest estimates were presented.  Sport harvest has been greatest in San Francisco and Monterey.  Not a high proportion of ad-clips have been observed (5-6%).  
V. Presentation by Alicia Seesholtz – Feather River CWT recoveries -  A fairly high proportion of Feather River fall-run return to the hatchery as spring-run and vice versa.  Separate crews are used to recover CWTs on the spawning grounds.  Spring and fall-run tag recoveries overlap in time.  There is a higher proportion of hatchery fish in Age 2 returns.  Gender ratio is 1/5 female in the hatchery; about 1/1 in the river.  Hatchery now opens gates in the spring and floy tags the early returns.  In 2004, 3,650 spring-run were floy-tagged, 24 radio-tagged.  187 females returned in late Sept./Oct.  About 30% of the floy-tagged fish were recovered in the carcass survey; radio-tagged fish stayed mostly in the low flow channel.  
VI. Presentation by Tracy McReynolds – Butte Creek CWT recoveries – Fry are CWT’d at 35 mm size with decimal ½ tags.  In ‘03-‘04, 200,000 were tagged; in ‘04-‘05, 400,000 were tagged.   In RSTs in the Sutter Bypass, Butte Creek spring-run, CNFH fall and late fall-run, and LSNFH winter-run have been sampled.  44 tagged Butte Creek fish have been sampled in the Chipps Island Delta trawls; only 3 have been sampled in the Delta pumps salvage.  56 ocean recoveries have been made.  Ocean harvest rates estimated for Butte Creek spring-run are:  BY98 – 47%, BY99 – 43%, BY00 – 43%.   90 CWTs have been recovered in Butte Creek carcass surveys.  All fall-run CWT recoveries are from out-of-basin (Clear Creek, Battle Creek, FRH).      
Next meeting:


September 20, 2005

10:00 – 3:00
Attendance List

	NAME
	AFFILIATION
	PHONE
	EMAIL

	Alice Low
	DFG
	(916) 323-9583
	alow@dfg.ca.gov

	Michelle Workman
	EBMUD
	(209) 365-1486
	MWORKMAN@ebmud.com

	Matthew Saldate
	EBMUD
	
	msaldate@ebmud.com  

	Tim Heyne
	DFG
	(209) 853-2533x 1
	theyne@dfg.ca.gov

	Kerrie Pipal
	NMFS
	(831) 420-3935
	kerrie.pipal@noaa.gov

	Stan Allen
	PSMFC
	(503) 595-3114
	stan_allen@psmfc.org

	Colleen Harvey Arrison
	DFG
	(530) 527-8892
	charvey@dfg.ca.gov

	Doug Killam
	DFG
	(530) 527-8892
	dkillam@dfg.ca.gov

	Joe Duran
	DFG/PSMFC
	(707) 576-3456
	jduran@dfg.ca.gov

	Stephanie Theis
	MWH
	
	Stephanie.theis@mwhglobal.com

	Jess Newton
	USFWS
	(530) 527-3043
	Jess_newton@fws.gov

	Alicia Seesholtz
	DWR
	(916) 227-7539
	aseeshol@water.ca.gov

	Ryon Kurth
	DWR
	
	rkurth@water.ca.gov 

	Cesar Blanco
	USFWS
	
	Cesar_blanco@fws.gov 

	Jennifer Navicky
	DFG
	
	jdnavicky@dfg.ca.gov

	James Navicky
	DFG
	
	jnavicky@dfg.ca.gov  

	Tracy McReynolds
	DFG
	
	tmcreynolds@dfg.ca.gov  
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