Salmonid Escapement Project Work Team
Meeting Notes

20 September 2005
10:00 AM – Yolo WLA Headquarters
Participants:  See attached list.
Meeting Agenda:
Updates:

CV Escapement and Steelhead Monitoring Plans

CV Constant Fractional Marking

Genetic tissue collections 

CV Angler Harvest Program


Mini-series on new escapement monitoring techniques

CV Age Determination Program - scale collection protocol

Monitoring Updates     (All)

Ocean Harvest Update   (Ocean Salmon Project)
Discussion:
I. Meeting Notes/Housekeeping:  Low requested comments on meeting notes from July 14.  No comments received.  
II. Updates:
CV Escapement and Steelhead Monitoring Plans:  Both plans will be funded as directed actions through the CALFED ERP program.  They are moving through the ERP contracting process now.
Genetic Tissue Collections:  DNA from a large proportion of tissue samples collected in 2004 did not amplify.  The cause(s) are not known.  Additional tissue collections may be needed in 2005, but there has not yet been any request for them.  
CV Constant Fractional Marking Program:  Will also be funded as a directed action through the CALFED ERP program (25% mark/tag rate).  Marking/tagging may begin in 2007.   Meetings are on-going with hatchery managers now, to refine the project proposal and budget.

CV Angler Harvest Program:  In the state budget starting this fiscal year, with SFRA funding.       
III. CV Age Determination Program:  Scale aging program will be funded by CALFED ERP as a directed action.  Two technicians/one biologist will be hired and supervised by the DFG Ocean Salmon Project in Santa Rosa.  Program is based on the target collection of 550 scale samples per run per stream.  Joe Duran presented a draft scale collection protocol for comments.  The protocol will be tested on a pilot basis this fall with collections from the Feather River, Mokelumne River, one of the San Joaquin River tributaries, and perhaps CNFH and the mainstem Sacramento River.

IV. Mini-series of seminars on new escapement monitoring technologies:  The team liked the idea of bringing in experts on specific topics.  Topics discussed included:  digital video technology, sonic tagging, hydroacoustics, acoustic camera, and mark-recapture statistics.  The series may start after January next year.  Team also discussed otolith thermal marking.  At Feather River Hatchery, all fall-run will be otolith thermal marked.  At CNFH, chillers aren’t big enough to mark all production releases of fall-run.  Calcein otolith marks were applied two years ago; these fish will be returning as jacks this year.  

V. Monitoring Updates:
Mainstem Sacramento River:  Winter-run carcass survey is now complete.  Large run was observed this year.  Fall-run carcass survey started today.  RBDD was taken out 9/15.
Battle Creek:  Two people have been hired to read fall-run video tapes.  CNFH – Not as many CWTs recovered this year.  Carcass survey for fall-run will be conducted if fewer than 80,000 fish are observed in the video monitoring by Oct. 10.  If more fish pass by that time, the survey will not be conducted this year.
Feather River:  In the third week of carcass survey.  Not many fish so far; many CWTs.  Spring-run adults radio tagged last spring stayed near the hatchery over the summer; are now returning to the hatchery.  

Clear and Battle creeks:  Snorkel surveys continuing for spring-run, starting to spawn now.  Tissue samples collected for genetics analysis from spring-run in Battle Creek.

Mokelumne River:  Video monitoring with new digital system began July 19; 140 fish observed since then.  Will switch to using new ladders at Woodbridge Dam on Monday.  The lake will be left in year-round now.  Will do the carcass survey again this year (probably last year).  

Antelope Creek:  Snorkel survey observed 89 spring-run this year.  Spawning survey will be conducted first week of Oct.  

Deer Creek:  Snorkel survey spring-run count was 2,239 this year (an increase from last year).   Weekly carcass survey will be conducted for fall-run, if there is enough water.
Mill Creek:  Redd count for spring-run will be conducted the first or second week of Oct. (one time pass).  Weekly carcass survey will be conducted for fall-run.  Passage survey will be conducted for fall-run; observers will be stationed at 4 critical riffles.

Clear Creek:  Weekly carcass survey will be conducted for fall-run.

San Joaquin River tributaries:  Fall-run carcass surveys will be started first week of Oct.  First two survey weeks are typically slow.  Stanislaus River weir began operation the first week of September.  A few fish have been observed.  Trapping will be conducted on a two days on/two days off schedule.  MID may fund a weir on the Merced River next year as part of a flow study.  
VI. Ocean Harvest Update:  Joe Duran presented estimates of commercial and sport harvest so far this year.  Commercial harvest totals 2.7 million lbs. so far this year (over $8 million).  Over 96,000 fish have been harvested by sport anglers.
Next meeting:


January 24, 2006

10:00 – 3:00
Attendance List

	NAME
	AFFILIATION
	PHONE
	EMAIL

	Alice Low
	DFG
	(916) 323-9583
	alow@dfg.ca.gov

	Michelle Workman
	EBMUD
	(209) 365-1486
	MWORKMAN@ebmud.com

	Tim Heyne
	DFG
	(209) 853-2533x 1
	theyne@dfg.ca.gov

	Colleen Harvey Arrison
	DFG
	(530) 527-9490
	charvey@dfg.ca.gov

	Doug Killam
	DFG
	(530) 527-8893
	dkillam@dfg.ca.gov

	Joe Duran
	DFG/PSMFC
	(707) 576-3456
	jduran@dfg.ca.gov

	Jess Newton
	USFWS
	(530) 527-3043
	Jess_newton@fws.gov

	Ryon Kurth
	DWR
	(530) 534-2505
	rkurth@water.ca.gov 

	Cesar Blanco
	USFWS
	(209) 946-6400 X315
	Cesar_blanco@fws.gov 

	Jennifer Navicky
	DFG
	
	jdnavicky@dfg.ca.gov

	Bob Null
	USFWS
	(530) 527-3043
	Robert_Null@fws.gov

	Shirley Witalis
	NOAA
	(916) 930-3606
	Shirley.witalis@noaa.gov
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