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Attachments to Attachment 1: 

• List of Project Elements 
• Authorizing Resolution 
• North Coast IRWMP Project Approval Letter 

 
ATTACHMENT 1. AUTHORIZATION AND ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Eligible Applicant Documentation – Eligible applicants are local agencies or non-profit 
organizations. 
 
• Is the applicant a local agency as defined in Appendix B of the Guidelines? Please explain.  
• What is the statutory or other legal authority under which the applicant was formed and is 

authorized to operate?  
• Does the applicant have legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the State of 

California?  
• Describe any legal agreements among partner agencies and/or organizations that ensure 

performance of the Proposal and tracking of funds.  
 

The applicant is the Sonoma County Water Agency.  The Water Agency was created as a 
special district in 1949 by the California Legislature to provide flood protection and water supply 
services. The Sonoma County Board of Supervisors acts as the Water Agency's Board of 
Directors.   The Board of Directors adopted a Resolution # 11-0158 on April 5, 2011 authorizing 
the Water Agency to submit an application to the State of California (See attached resolution).  
The Water Agency will be the project manager and grant administrator.   

The scope of work that is reimbursable under the grant, if awarded, will be managed by the 
Water Agency.  The Water Agency’s partners (Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and 
Open Space District, Sonoma County Regional Parks, the City of Rohnert Park, Sonoma State 
University, and the University District, LLC) are providing match and in-kind services. The Water 
Agency has an agreement with the Conservation Corps North Bay to ensure completion of the 
habitat restoration scope of work. 

 GWMP Compliance – For groundwater management and recharge projects and for projects with 
potential groundwater impacts, either positive or negative, the applicant or the participating 
agency responsible for such projects must provide in Attachment 1 the following, as applicable: 

 
• The Sonoma County Water Agency participates and consents to be subject to a GWMP, 

basin-wide management plan, or other IRWM program or plan that meets the requirements 
of CWC §10753.7.  

 
The proposed Project (pending funding availability) will include construction of storm water 
detention basins sited to capture runoff from the Copeland Creek headwaters which would 
reduce the impacts of future 100 year floods upon the regional downstream properties and 
structures. The regional and local impacts of a 100 year flood have been determined to affect at 
least one – quarter of the downstream City of Rohnert Park including Sonoma State University, 
Rancho Cotati High School, businesses, residences, and adjoining City arterial roadways, such 
as Rohnert Park Expressway and Snyder Lane.  
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Historical groundwater level declines in the region have been a concern to many groundwater 
users in the area. The storm water detention/groundwater recharge basins would be located 
over one of the few areas within the southern Santa Rosa Plain groundwater basin ranked as 
having a high potential for groundwater recharge, making it ideal in its potential to enhance the 
replenishment of local groundwater supplies. 
 
The Sonoma County Water Agency will oversee implementation of the storm water 
detention/groundwater recharge basins’ design and construction.  

Based on the findings of a stakeholder situation assessment of groundwater in the Santa Rosa 
Plain conducted in late 2009 by the Center for Collaborative Policy, the Sonoma County Water 
Agency convened a Steering Committee to address groundwater stakeholder concerns, 
oversee a public education and outreach effort to build common understanding about 
groundwater and develop recommendations on whether groundwater management should 
proceed.  The Steering Committee consists of members that represent a broad array of interest 
groups, including business, environmental and community organizations, government, water 
supply and groundwater technical issues, agriculture, and rural well owners. 
 
The Committee met six times in 2010, held three educational public workshops involving nearly 
200 people and conducted briefings with 20 organizations.  In January 2011 this steering 
committee recommended that stakeholders collaboratively develop a non-regulatory, voluntary 
groundwater management plan for the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Basin under AB 3030.  
The Water Agency will be presenting these recommendations to its’ Board of Directors on May 
3, 2011 and requesting authorization to move forward with groundwater management planning 
in the Santa Rosa Plain.  The Sonoma County Water Agency has been awarded a Proposition 
84 Round 1 Planning Grant to prepare a groundwater management plan for the Santa Rosa 
Plain.  Pending authorization from the Water Agency’s Board of Directors and agreement 
execution with the North Coast IRWMP team, the Water Agency will convene a Basin Advisory 
Panel, organize and implement stakeholder information sharing, develop basin management 
goals and objectives, establish a monitoring and data collection program, prepare and adopt a 
Groundwater Management Plan (GWMP), and conduct regional information sharing on the 
groundwater management planning process with other agencies within the North Coast IRWMP 
region. The GWMP will be adopted prior to construction of the stormwater detention/recharge 
basins.  
 
 
Consistency with an adopted IRWM Plan – In Attachment 1, the applicant must provide a 
listing of projects proposed for funding and how those projects are consistent with the adopted 
IRWM Plan, see Guidelines Section III.B. In cases where the project has been added post 
adoption, please discuss how the addition of the project(s) was consistent with the procedures 
established in the adopted IRWM Plan. If an IRWM Plan is silent on procedures to update the 
implementation project list, the applicant must demonstrate that those projects added to the 
implementation project list after the IRWM Plan’s adoption have been fully vetted by the IRWM 
Region. Documentation such as meeting minutes and/or project approval letters from the IRWM 
group are considered acceptable for submittal. 
 
 
The Sonoma County Water Agency in partnership with the Sonoma County Agricultural 
Preservation and Open Space District, Sonoma County Regional Parks, the County of Sonoma, 
the City of Rohnert Park, Sonoma State University, the Conservation Corps North Bay and the 
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University District, LLC proposes to implement a regionally integrated project in the Copeland 
Creek Watershed. The Sonoma County Water Agency and its partners submitted the proposed 
Project, the Copeland Creek Enhancement and Restoration Project:  Detention and Recharge 
Basins (Project), to the North Coast Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (NCIRWMP) 
Policy Review Panel for inclusion in the NCIRWMP.  The Project was ranked fifth out of 61 
projects on the NCIRWMP Proposition 84 and 1E Projects Priority List (See attached 
NCIRWMP project approval letter and Attachment 2 for additional information. for a NCIRWMP 
project approval letter and other documentation). 
 
The Project incorporates many components that are integral to the NCIRWMP and critical to 
storm water management and flood control.  The Project will provide habitat enhancement and 
restoration and sediment removal from Copeland Creek which will improve storm water 
management, surface water quality, the quantity and quality of habitat available for native 
wildlife, and enhance stream conditions to support fisheries. It also includes construction of 
storm water detention/groundwater recharge basins sited to capture runoff from the Copeland 
Creek headwaters which would reduce the impacts of future 100 year floods upon the 
downstream properties and structures. The regional and local impacts of a 100 year flood have 
been determined to affect at least one – quarter of the downstream City of Rohnert Park 
including Sonoma State University, Rancho Cotati High School, businesses, residences, and 
adjoining City arterial roadways, such as Rohnert Park Expressway, Snyder Lane, and 
Commerce Boulevard.  
 
Moreover, historical groundwater level declines in the region have been a concern to many 
groundwater users in the area. The storm water detention/groundwater recharge basins would 
be located over one of the few areas within the southern Santa Rosa Plain groundwater basin 
ranked as having a high potential for groundwater recharge, making it ideal in its potential to 
enhance the replenishment of local groundwater supplies. The groundwater benefits of the 
proposed project will be increased by the City of Rohnert Park’s NCIRWMP Urban Reuse 
Expansion Project that will offset the need for potable water by providing recycled water to 
Rohnert Park and ultimately the Cities of Santa Rosa and Cotati. 
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Project Elements Table 
Copeland Creek Enhancement and Restoration Project:  Detention and Recharge Basins 

Proposition 1E Stormwater Flood Management Grant Application 
Sonoma County Water Agency and Partners 
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Project 
Elements 

Description Status  Proposed Schedule Implementing Agency 

LEVERAGED FUNDS 
Proposition 84 Implementation Round 1 Funding and Sonoma County Water Agency Match to those funds are leveraged funds and are not counted toward the 
Proposition 1E match; Caltrans Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation (EEMP) Funds and Sonoma County Water Agency Match to those funds are leveraged 
funds and are not counted toward the match. 
Riparian 
Habitat 
Restoration 
Phase I 

From Commerce Boulevard near Highway 101 to 
Joyce Court in Rohnert Park - Enhancement and 
restoration of 21 acres of riparian habitat along 
9,400 linear feet of Copeland Creek by strategically 
removing 10 acres of invasive species and replanting 
with approximately 1300 upland trees, 1620 riparian 
trees, 3,360 upland shrubs, 3,360 riparian shrubs, 
3,360 upland grasses, and 3,360 instream 
graminoids to stabilize creek banks and reduce 
sedimentation in areas at risk of erosion.     

Design and CEQA completed (Final EIR) 
- Ready to Implement pending 
Proposition 84 Implementation Funds 
(Round 1); Caltrans EEMP funds 
awarded. 

Plant propagation and 
field preparation 
7/1/2011-2/15/2012 
 
Field implementation 
2/15/2012-6/30/2014 
 

Sonoma County Water 
Agency (Proposition 84 
Round 1 Implementation 
Funds, Leveraged with CA 
EEMP Funds; North Bay 
Conservation Corps 

Sediment 
Removal Phase 
I 

Removal of up to 11,000 cubic yards of accumulated 
sediment and re-contouring of up to 2 miles of 
channel bottom from the flood control channel, 
including construction of up to 3 in-stream sediment 
collection basins 

CEQA completed (Final Amended EIR) - 
Ready to Implement pending 
Proposition 84 Implementation Funds 
(Round 1) 

d Field preparation 
2/1/2012-4/10/2012 
 
Field implementation 
4/10/2012-6/30/2014 

Sonoma County Water 
Agency (Proposition 84 
Round 1 Implementation 
Funds, Leveraged with CA 
EEMP Funds) 

Stormwater 
Detention/ 
Groundwater 
Recharge 
Basins 

Storm water detention of up to 200 acre-feet in two 
to three off-stream basins located in the alluvial fan 
east of Petaluma Hill Road yielding 150 acre-feet or 
more annual groundwater recharge potential, and 
improving groundwater supply reliability. 

30,60,90% Design and CEQA 
Documents to be prepared pending 
Proposition 84 Implementation Funds 
(Round 1) 

30,60,90% Design and 
CEQA Documents 
7/1/2011-3/29/2013 
 
 

Sonoma County Water 
Agency (Proposition 84 
Round 1 Implementation 
Funds)To be procured: 
Design consultant, 
environmental consultant, 
construction contractor  

PROPOSITION 1E SWFM PROJECT ELEMENTS - MATCH FUNDED   
Federal Transportation Enhancement Match Funds – US Department of Transportation – Federal Highway Administration 
Habitat 
Enhancement 
and Restoration 
Implementation 
and Regional 
Trail 
Development 

Reconstruction of approximately 3900 LF of existing 
deteriorated Class I bicycle/pedestrian path along 
Copeland Creek; removal of non-native vegetation 
between the reconstructed/new path segments and 
Copeland Creek; planting of native vegetation where 
re-landscaping is needed along the reconstructed 
and new path segments. 

Design and NEPA in progress. Federal 
Transportation Enhancement Funds for 
environmental and construction 
programmed in T-2035, funds for 
environmental obligated. 

Implementation 
6/1/2011-10/31/12 

City of Rohnert Park 
(federal grant funds);  
North Bay Conservation 
Corps 
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Project 
Elements 

Description Status  Proposed Schedule Implementing Agency 

Linking Open 
Space 
Resources and 
Urban Areas  
Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District (SCAPOSD) Match Funds 
Regional Trail 
Development 
Linking Open 
Space 
Resources and 
Urban Areas  

Construct more than 6,000 linear feet of public trails 
from Sonoma State University east to Crane Creek 
Regional Park, and rehabilitate 6,000 linear feet of 
public bike paths from Sonoma State University 
west toward Highway 101 to expand regional parks, 
enhance recreational opportunities, and provide 
alternate commute options for pedestrians and 
cyclists and a virtually uninterrupted path from 
Rohnert Park to Crane Creek Regional Park. 

Design and CEQA at initial stages (an 
EIR exists for portions of the project.  
Because certain locations were not 
included in the CEQA project 
description, additional CEQA 
documentation is required). Sonoma 
County Agricultural Preservation and 
Open Space District Funds awarded. 

Design and CEQA 
9/1/2011-12/31/2012 
 
Implementation 
1/1/2013-9/30/2014 
 

City of Rohnert Park 
(Sonoma County 
Agricultural Preservation 
and Open Space District 
Funds), Sonoma County 
Regional Parks (match 
funds), Sonoma State 
University 

PROPOSITION 1E SWFM ROUND 1 PROJECT ELEMENTS    
Riparian 
Habitat 
Restoration 
Phase II Stage 1 

From Jasmine Court at Sonoma State University to 1 
mile east of Petaluma Hill Road -  Enhancement and 
restoration of 10 acres of riparian habitat along 
6,600 linear feet of Copeland Creek by strategically 
removing invasive species and replanting 
approximately  900 riparian shrubs, and 1,800 
instream graminoids to stabilize creek banks and 
reduce sedimentation in areas at risk of erosion.  

Design - 85% complete; CEQA – 100%  
complete (Final EIR) - Ready to 
Implement pending Proposition 1E 
SWFM Funds (Round 1) 

Plant propagation and 
field preparation 
9/1/2011-6/6/2012 
 
Field Implementation 
2/16/2012-
10/31/2013 

Sonoma County Water 
Agency (Proposition 1E 
funds and Water Agency 
match funds), North Bay 
Conservation Corps, 
Sonoma State University 

Stormwater 
Detention/ 
Groundwater 
Recharge 
Basins 

Storm water detention of up to 200 acre-feet in two 
to three off-stream basins located in the alluvial fan 
east of Petaluma Hill Road yielding 150 acre-feet or 
more annual groundwater recharge potential, and 
improving groundwater supply reliability. 

Design & CEQA to 90% pending 
Proposition 84 Implementation Funds 
(Round 1); Design & CEQA to 100% and 
construction pending Proposition 1E 
funds.  A certified CEQA EIR exists for 
the Stormwater detention basins 
proposed site locations.  Because the 
storm water detention basins were not 
included in the CEQA project 
description, additional CEQA 
documentation is required. 

Design and CEQA (90% 
to Final) 
4/1/2013-12/31/2013 
Bidding and Award 
1/1/2014-3/31/2014 
Construction 
4/1/2014-12/31/2014 

Sonoma County Water 
Agency (Proposition 1E 
funds) 
To be procured: 
Design consultant, 
environmental consultant, 
construction contractor  

 







NORTH COAST INTEGRATED REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

April 6, 2011

California Department of Water Resources
Division of Integrated Regional Water Management
Financial Assistance Branch
1416 9th Street, Room 338
Sacramento, CA 95814
Attn: Debbie Carlisle

RE: NCIRWMP Copeland Creek Enhancement and Restoration Project: Detention and
Recharge Basins

Dear Ms. Carlisle:

The North Coast Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (NCIRWMP) Policy Review
Panel submits this letter in support of the Copeland Creek Enhancement and Restoration
Project: Detention and Recharge Basins (Project) and to confirm that the Project was ranked
fifth out of 61 projects on the NCIRWMP Proposition 84 and 1E Projects Priority List.

The Sonoma County Water Agency in partnership with the Sonoma County Agricultural
Preservation and Open Space District, Sonoma County Regional Parks, the County of Sonoma,
the City of Rohnert Park, Sonoma State University, the Conservation Corps North Bay and the
University District, LLC proposes to implement, a regionally integrated project in the Copeland
Creek Watershed. The Project incorporates many components that are integral to the
NCIRWMP and critical to storm water management and flood control.

The Project will provide habitat enhancement and restoration and sediment removal from
Copeland Creek which will improve storm water management, surface water quality, the
quantity and quality of habitat available for native wildlife, and enhance stream conditions to
support fisheries. It also includes construction of storm water detention/groundwater recharge
basins sited to capture runoff from the Copeland Creek headwaters which would reduce the
impacts of future 100 year floods upon the downstream properties and structures. The regional
and local impacts of a 100 year flood have been determined to affect at least one - quarter of
the downstream City of Rohnert Park including Sonoma State University, Rancho Cotati High
School, businesses, residences, and adjoining City arterial roadways, such as Rohnert Park
Expressway, Snyder Lane, and Commerce Boulevard.

Moreover, historical groundwater level declines in the region have been a concern to many
groundwater users in the area. The storm water detention/groundwater recharge basins would
be located over one of the few areas within the southern Santa Rosa Plain groundwater basin
ranked as having a high potential for groundwater recharge, making it ideal in its potential to
enhance the replenishment of local groundwater supplies. The groundwater benefits of the
proposed project will be increased by the City of Rohnert Park's NCIRWMP Urban Reuse



Expansion Project that will offset the need for potable water by providing recycled water to
Rohnert Park and ultimately the Cities of Santa Rosa and Cotati.

We appreciate the partnership's efforts to pursue multi-benefit projects such as the proposed
Copeland Creek Project. Please contact me if I can be of further assistance on this project.

Sincerely,

Vice Mayor Jake Mackenzie, City of Rohnert Park
Chair, NC1RWMP Policy Review Panel

j|5ervisor Jimmy Smith, County of Humboldt
Vice Chair, NCIRWMP Policy Review Panel




