

	FRESNO METROPOLITAN FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT	Authorization and Eligibility Requirements



ATTACHMENT 1. GWMP COMPLIANCE

1. Identify projects in the Proposal that involve any groundwater management or groundwater recharge or may have either positive or negative groundwater impacts.

The four features of the proposed project along Dry Creek improve groundwater management and recharge capability.  Project completion will result in a total increase in potential groundwater recharge capability of 1,990 acre-feet annually, which represents 4% of the system-wide five-year average annual total of 49,367 acre-feet.  This is an extremely significant increase in recharge capability, and will have a powerful positive impact on groundwater recharge supplies for the future.

Big Dry Creek Dam: Construction of a 15 foot deep toe drain for a length of 7,000 along the downstream side of the dam will improve structural integrity of the structure and increase the length of time and amount of water that can be held in the reservoir behind the dam.  This improvement will result in groundwater recharge potential of 250 acre-feet annually. 

Pup Creek-Enterprise Detention Basin: A 25-acre basin will be created, and construction of the broad crested weir and channel improvement work will increase the volume of water that can flow through Pup Creek to the basin without overtopping and spilling into the Enterprise Canal, allowing retention of flood flows that would otherwise leave the community.  The estimated new groundwater recharge capability is 120-acre feet.

Big Dry Creek Detention Basin: The basin site will be fully excavated, and a pump station and diversion pipeline will be constructed to allow flood flows to be routed from Big Dry Creek and the Gould Canal into the basin for retention and groundwater recharge.   The estimated groundwater recharge capability is 620 acre-feet annually, from the present annual recharge volume of nothing.

Dry Creek Extension Basin: The project involves more than doubling the size of the existing unexcavated basin site from 20 to 43 acres, and excavating the entire site to allow for diversion and storage of flood flows from Big Dry Creek.  Once the site is fully excavated, its projected annual recharge performance is  1,000 acre-feet. 
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2. The applicant has prepared and implemented a GWMP that is in compliance with CWC §10753.7.

FMFCD is an active member in the Fresno Area Regional Groundwater Management Plan (GWMP), which is a collaborative effort among nine public agencies and one private water company in the Fresno-Clovis metropolitan and surrounding area.  The GWMP was adopted by the governing bodies of all ten (10) participating entities in 2006.  GWMP documents a regional approach toward groundwater management, while still addressing individual goals and issues for each of the participants. GWMP satisfies the requirements for Groundwater Management Plans created by the September 2002 California State Senate Bill No. 1938, which amended Sections 10753 and 10795 of the California Water Code. The GWMP also addresses recommended components for a Groundwater Management Plan described in Appendix C of Department of Water Resources Bulletin 118 (2003 Update).

The Fresno Area Regional Groundwater Management Plan, dated December 2006, can be viewed at www.fresnofloodcontrol.org/water_resources/Fresno Area Regional GWMP Final.pdf.  At the end of the plan document are signed resolutions from each of the ten (10) participating entities regarding their adoption of the plan, as well as a Memorandum of Understanding signed by representatives of all ten (10) GWMP members.  Also attached is the Fresno Area Regional Groundwater Management Group Draft 2010 Annual Groundwater Report (Appendix 7-9).  The draft also outlines future collaborative and independent work planned.  As per DWR staff instructions, a hard copy of the GWMP has not been included with the proposal, as the link to the plan was determined to be sufficient.  

Two (2) additional formal regional groundwater management groups to which FMFCD belongs are the Upper Kings Basin Integrated Regional Water Management Authority, and the Southern Sierra Regional Water Management Group.  The Upper Kings Integrated Regional Water Management Plan went through the Department of Water Resources’ Regional Acceptance Process in 2009, and was updated in October of 2012.  The updated plan is available for viewing here: krcd.org/_pdf_ukbirwma/20121017_KB_IRWMP.pdf.  Proof of formal adoption by the Upper Kings Basin Regional Water Management Authority and by the Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District governing boards is provided in Attachment 2.  The Southern Sierra Integrated Regional Water Management Plan is presently under development, and in December of 2012 was awarded a DWR Integrated Regional Water Management Planning Grant.  The FMFCD’s service area overlaps with the boundaries of both groups, and so membership and active participation in both is appropriate.  Also attached are staff reports to FMFCD’s Board of Directors and signed resolutions authorizing FMFCD to become a member of these two (2) regional groups.
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