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RESOLUTION NO.  2013-______ 
Adopted by the Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency 

 
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO SUBMIT A GRANT PROPOSAL AND ENTER A GRANT 

AGREEMENT WITH THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES FOR THE FLORIN CREEK 
MULTI-USE BASIN 

 
 WHEREAS, Florin Creek is a tributary to Morrison Creek in the southern part of the City of Sacramento (City) and in 
unincorporated Sacramento County (County); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the portion of Florin Creek between Franklin Boulevard and State Route 99 is planned to be improved as 
part of the Federally authorized South Sacramento Streams Group Project (Federal Project); and 
 
 WHEREAS, right of way constraints on Florin Creek may make it infeasible for the Federal Project to achieve 100-
year flood protection in the vicinity within the federally authorized spending limit; and 
 
 WHEREAS, recent studies indicate that the flood risk along this portion of Florin Creek could be addressed in a cost-
effective manner if the Federal Project expands the width of the existing channel and/or concrete lines the channel between 
Franklin Boulevard and State Route 99 in conjunction with a local project that detains 30-40 acre-feet in the vicinity of Florin 
Creek Park, thereby removing approximately 181 structures from the regulated floodplain and relieving the homeowners of the 
burden of costly flood insurance, and 
 
 WHEREAS, if such improvements are undertaken without necessitating an increase in the cost ceiling for the Federal 
Project, they could be implemented in a timely manner, provideat least 100-year flood protection to area residents, enhance 
Florin Creek Park, lessen funding demands on the Federal Project, and avoid the risk of future liability for the State of California 
that levees or floodwalls could entail. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SACRAMENTO AREA FLOOD CONTROL AGENCY BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS THAT: 
 

The Executive Director is hereby authorized to make application to the California Department of Water 
Resources to obtain Stormwater Flood Management grant funding pursuant to the Disaster 
Preparedness and Flood Prevention Bond Act of 2006 (Public Resource Code Section 5096.800 et 
seq.) and to enter into an agreement to receive a grant for the Florin Creek Multi-Use Basin. The 
Executive Director is hereby authorized and directed to prepare the necessary data, conduct investigations, 
file such application, and execute a grant agreement with California Department of Water Resources in 
form approved by Agency Counsel. 

 
 
 ON A MOTION BY Director __________, seconded by Director __________, the foregoing resolution was passed and 
adopted by the Board of Directors of the Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency, this 21st day of February 2013, by the 
following vote, to wit: 
 
AYES:  Directors:  

NOES: Directors:  

ABSTAIN: Directors:  

ABSENT: Directors:  

 
______________________________________ 

Chair of the Board of Directors of the 
Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency 

(SEAL) 
 
ATTEST: 
________________________________ 
Clerk of the Board of Directors 

DRAFT – executed copy to be 
submitted following SAFCA’s 

2/21/2013 Board meeting 
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2. ELIGIBLE APPLICANT DOCUMENTATION 
 

2.1. Is the applicant a local agency as defined in Appendix B of the 2012 Guidelines? 
Please explain. 

 
The Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA) was formed through a Joint Exercise of 
Powers Agreement between the City of Sacramento, Sacramento County, the County of Sutter, 
the American River Flood Control District, and Reclamation District 1000. As such, SAFCA is 
considered to be a local agency as defined in Appendix B of the 2012 Integrated Regional Water 
Management Proposition 84 and 1E Guidelines and in Section 6500 of the California 
Government Code. 
 

2.2. What is the statutory or other legal authority under which the applicant was 
formed and is authorized to operate? 

 
As mentioned above, SAFCA was formed through a Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement 
between the City of Sacramento, Sacramento County, the County of Sutter, the American River 
Flood Control District and Reclamation District 1000. As such, SAFCA is authorized to operate 
under the Joint Exercise of Powers Act, California Government Code sections 6500 through 
6599.3 (the “JPA Act”). 
 

2.3. Does the applicant have legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the 
State of California? 

 
SAFCA is authorized under Section 6503 of the JPA Act to enter into a grant agreement with the 
State of California. 
 

2.4. Describe any legal agreements among partner agencies and/or organizations that 
ensure performance of the Proposal and tracking of funds. 

 
SAFCA is solely responsible for the implementation of the project and is therefore solely 
responsible for the performance of the Proposal and tracking of funds. 
 
3. GWMP COMPLIANCE 
 
The Florin Creek Multi-Use Basin implemented by SAFCA may affect groundwater. SAFCA 
will self-certify that it participates or consents to be subject to a GWMP (the Central Sacramento 
County Groundwater Management Plan) as soon as is feasible after SAFCA’s February 21 Board 
of Directors meeting. 
 
4. PROJECT CONSISTENCY WITH AN ADOPTED IRWM PLAN 
 
Although the South Sacramento Streams Group project (Federal Project) was included in the 
adopted ARB IRWM Plan, the Florin Creek Multi-Use Basin was not included in the IRWM 
Plan at the time of its adoption in 2006. The concept of a flood detention basin on Florin Creek 
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grew out of the 2011 efforts to assist the USACE in containing floods on the South Sacramento 
Streams Group. At that time, SAFCA evaluated detention basins on Florin Creek and 
Unionhouse Creek before ultimately deciding on a channel improvement project in Unionhouse 
Creek that was submitted and approved for funding in the 2011 Stormwater Flood Management 
grant round. The Unionhouse Creek project has since been constructed and is now providing the 
desired 100-year level of flood protection to structures in its vicinity.  
 
In the meantime, USACE has continued the implementation of other SSSG flood improvements 
(the Federal Project), including design of channel improvements on Florin Creek. SAFCA, as a 
local partner, has participated in Federal Project meetings. USACE’s current designs are based 
on the idea that with some storage capacity on Florin Creek near State Route 99, the remainder 
of 100-year flows below State Route 99 can be safely conveyed in the channel if it is improved 
with a combination of channel widening and lining (i.e. without creating new levees or 
floodwalls which would increase project cost, increase potential state liability in the event of a 
barrier failure, and potentially cause elevated flood stages further up the channel leading to an 
increase in the project extent). SAFCA has thus proceeded with the conceptual design for the 
Florin Creek Multi-Use Basin and has retained the engineering services of Wood Rodgers for 
this effort. Wood Rodgers is also the design engineer for the USACE on the Federal Project and 
thus has created a conceptual design that is consistent with the objectives of both projects. 
 
The Florin Creek Multi-Use Basin is in the American River Basin (ARB) IRWM region. The 
project is consistent with the ARB IRWM Plan in the following ways: 
 

• The project is compatible with and helps accomplish the objectives of the Federal Project, 
an ARB IRWM Plan listed project. 

• The project helps achieve the IRWM stormwater and floodplain management goal 
“provide the highest practicable level of achieving flood control and stormwater quality 
in the region.” Together with the Federal Project, the basin will achieve at least 100-year 
flood protection for structures along the downstream reach of Florin Creek. 

• The project is compatible with the IRWM groundwater management goal to “protect and 
enhance groundwater resources and groundwater quality in accordance with adopted 
GMPs [Groundwater Management Plans] in the region.” By redirecting peak flows from 
Florin Creek into the basin, it will allow sediments to settle out in the basin. During these 
periods, it may allow some water to percolate into the water table, and the project is being 
designed to allow space for future groundwater recharge wells to be installed if they are 
later desired. 

• The project supports the IRWM ecosystem restoration objective to coordinate with 
agencies implementing ecosystem restoration projects. Native plants to be planted next to 
the creek will provide habitat for terrestrial and avian species moving up and down the 
Florin Creek corridor to open space areas to the east or west. It may also provide habitat 
for migratory birds moving north and south in the Central Valley and seeking pockets of 
refuge in the Sacramento urban area. 

• The project has no adverse impacts on water supply, recycled water, or potable water 
quality, or other goals or objectives of the ARB IRWM Plan. 
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Project design has been coordinated with the Regional Water Authority (RWA) as the Regional 
Water Management Group (RWMG) that has prepared and managed the ARB IRWM Plan. 
SAFCA provided RWA with a summary project description that was circulated among ARB 
IRWM Plan stakeholders in January, 2013. Those stakeholders vetted the proposal and provided 
no objection to including it in the IRWM Plan. Evidence to that effect appears on the following 
pages, which include: 
 

• Email from Rob Swartz, Senior Project Manager, Regional Water Authority (RWA), the 
Regional Water Management Group for the ARB IRWM Plan, acknowledging the vetting 
of the Florin Creek Multi-Use Basin by IRWM Plan stakeholders and the inclusion of the 
project in the Plan (2 pages). 

• Capsule project description sent to Plan Stakeholders (2 pages). 
• Email from stakeholder Alta Tura, President, Sacramento Creeks Council, supporting the 

project (2 pages). 
• Email from stakeholder Ward Winchell, General Manager, Southgate Recreation and 

Park District, supporting the project (2 pages). 
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