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Stormwater Flood Management Grant Proposal  
Santa Barbara County Flood Control and Conservation District 
Authorization and Eligibility Requirements  

Attachment 1 consists of the following items: 

 Authorization and Eligibility Requirements. Attachment 1 contains the County of Santa 
Barbara Flood Control and Water Conservation District’s resolution and eligibility 
documentation, Ground Water Management Compliance documentation, and information 
regarding the project’s consistency with the adopted Santa Barbara County Integrated 
Regional Water Management (IRWM) Plan. 

 

 

Introduction  
This attachment contains all authorization and eligibility documentation for the proposed Las 
Vegas and San Pedro Creeks Union Pacific Railroad Bridge Replacement Project (UPRR Bridge 
Project) as required under the IRWM Grant Program Guidelines for Stormwater Funding 
Management Grants (Proposition 1E).  

The UPRR Bridge Project proposes to provide flood protection by expanding the Las Vegas and 
San Pedro Creeks stormwater flows passages under the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) to 
accommodate a 25-year storm event. 

Authorizing Documentation 
On January 15, 2013, the County of Santa Barbara Board of Supervisors, acting as the Board of 
Directors (governing body) for the County of Santa Barbara Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District (District), adopted Resolution (Minute Order) 13-00059 authorizing the 
District to submit a grant application to the Department of Water Resources for Proposition 1E 
funding of the Las Vegas and San Pedro Creek Union Pacific Railroad Bridge Replacement 
Project and execute an agreement with the State for a Stormwater Flood Management Grant. 
The Resolution is attached as (Exhibit 1-1). 

Eligible Application Documentation 
Local Agency - The District is a Local Public Agency, specifically, a special district of the State of 
California, as defined in Section 216 of the Public Utilities Code.  

Legal Authority to Operate - The District was created by the Santa Barbara Flood Control & 
Water Conservation District Act in 1955 per Chapter 74 of the California Water Code Appendix. 

Legal Authority to Enter into a Grant Agreement with the State of California - The District has 
the legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the State of California Department of 
Water Resources (DWR). On January 15, 2013, the County of Santa Barbara Board of 
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Supervisors, acting as the Board of Directors (governing body) for the District, adopted 
Resolution (Minute Order) 13-00059 authorizing the District to submit and implement a grant 
application with the State.  

Legal Agreements Among Partner Agencies - The District had a cooperative agreement with 
Caltrans that delineated the roles and responsibilities of performing environmental review. The 
environmental work has been completed.  A memorandum of understanding (MOU) will be 
agreed upon by the District and the UPRR by March 2013.  

Groundwater Management Plan Compliance 
The UPRR Bridge Project is located over the Goleta Central Groundwater Sub-Basin. The basin is 
adjudicated and pumpage is controlled by the Court. The 1989 Wright Suit Settlement served to 
adjudicate the water resources of Goleta North/ Central Basin and assigned quantities of the 
basin’s safe yield to various parties, including the Goleta Water District and the La Cumbre 
Mutual Water Company. The judgment also ordered the Goleta Water District to bring the 
Central Basin into a state of hydrologic balance by 1998. The district has achieved compliance 
with this order through the importation of State Water Project water and the development of 
other supplemental supplies. These supplemental supplies have offset the court mandated 
reduction in pumpage from the basin.  

The UPRR Bridge Project has a de minimus impact on groundwater. As primarily a flood control 
project, the Project features accelerate the movement of stormwater to ocean so there should 
be less infiltration into the groundwater basin. That is balanced by the replacement of some 
concrete flood control channels (600 feet) by a natural soft creek bottom which could mean a 
little more infiltration. The net result is that there is very little impact to the groundwater basin.  

Consistency with an Adopted IRWM Plan 
This application is consistent with the adopted IRWM Plan (June 19, 2007), the Santa Barbara 
Countywide IRWM Plan (Exhibit 1-2). UPRR Bridge Project was listed as top implementation 
projects (projects No. 39 and 40 out of 200 total projects) and is described on page 8-58 and 8-
59 in the IRWM Plan. 

The UPRR Bridge Project addresses key regionwide issues (p. 7-1, IRWM Plan) including need to 
replace, rehabilitate, or upgrade aging infrastructure, potential harm to people and property 
from flooding, and the need for emergency planning to address potential impacts to water and 
wastewater facilities from floods. The UPRR Bridge Project address the key watershed (South 
Coast) specific issues of public safety (specifically flooding) and public health and environmental 
protection.  

Table 1-1 on page 1-3 lists the reaches of the UPRR Bridge Project and describes the manner in 
which each project is consistent with the adopted IRWM Plan including its objectives, issues, 
priorities and water management strategies.  
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 Table 1-1: Santa Barbara County IRWM Plan 2007 
Objectives, Issues, Priorities and Strategies 

UPRR 
Bridge 
Project 
Reach 

Regional 
Objectives 
Achieved 

Key Region-wide 
and Watershed 
Issues 

Watershed 
Specific Issues 

Primary Short-
term Regional 
Priorities 

Regional Water 
Management 
Strategies 

Las 
Vegas 
Creek 

Emergency 
Preparedness, 
and Ecosystem 
Restoration  

Potential harm to 
people and 
property from 
flooding, replace, 
rehabilitate, or 
upgrade aging 
infrastructure,  
need for 
emergency 
planning to address 
potential impacts 
to wastewater 
facilities from 
floods, public 
health and safety, 
and environmental 
protection (p. 7, 2-
7, IRWM Plan) 

Public health 
and safety, and 
environmental 
protection (p. 
7-4, 2007 
IRWM Plan) 

Protect public 
safety by 
reducing the 
potential for 
flooding in 
strategic areas 
through 
infrastructure 
improvements 
and protect, 
restore, and 
enhance 
ecological 
processes 
(p. 7-7, IRWM 
Plan) 

Flood 
management, 
ecosystem 
restoration, 
environmental 
and habitat 
protection and 
improvement, 
watershed 
planning, and 
wetlands 
enhancement 
and creation (p. 
7-8, IRWM Plan) 

San 
Pedro 
Creek 

Water Quality, 
Emergency 
Preparedness, 
and Ecosystem 
Restoration 

Potential harm to 
people and 
property from 
flooding, replace, 
rehabilitate, or 
upgrade aging 
infrastructure,  
need for 
emergency 
planning to address 
potential impacts 
to wastewater 
facilities from 
floods, public 
health/safety, and 
environmental 
protection (p. 7,  
2-7, IRWM Plan) 

Public health 
and safety, and 
environmental 
protection (p. 
7-4, 2007 
IRWM Plan) 

Protect public 
safety by 
reducing the 
potential for 
flooding in 
strategic areas 
through 
infrastructure 
improvements 
and protect, 
restore, and 
enhance 
ecological 
processes 
(p. 7-7, 2007 
IRWM Plan) 

Flood 
management, 
ecosystem 
restoration, 
environmental 
and habitat 
protection and 
improvement, 
watershed 
planning, and 
wetlands 
enhancement 
and creation (p. 
7-8, IRWM Plan) 
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