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Stormwater Flood Management Grant Proposal  
Santa Barbara County Flood Control and Conservation District 
Authorization and Eligibility Requirements  

Attachment 1 consists of the following items: 

 Authorization and Eligibility Requirements. Attachment 1 contains the County’s resolution and 
eligibility documentation, Ground Water Management Compliance documentation, and information 
regarding the project’s consistency with the adopted Santa Barbara County Integrated Regional 
Water Management Plan (IRWMP). 

 
 

Introduction  
This attachment contains all authorization and eligibility documentation for the proposed Lower Mission 
Creek Flood Control and Restoration Project - Reaches 1A-Phase 2 and 1B (Project) as required under 
the IRWM Grant Program Guidelines for Stormwater Funding Management Grants (Proposition 1E).  

The Project includes reaches 1A-2 and 1B and is part of the overall 1.3-mile long Lower Mission Creek 
Flood Control and Restoration Project.  The first phase of Reach 1A was completed in 2011.  1A Phase 2 
will continue the improvements initiated with Reach 1A – Phase 1 up to Mason Street.  These 
improvements include widening the creek channel, providing improved aquatic habitat, and expanded 
riparian habitat along the creek banks. Reach 1B will widen the portion of Mission Creek between 
Yanonali and Mason Streets providing improved aquatic habitat and expanded riparian habitat along the 
creek banks. 

Authorizing Documentation 
On January 15, 2013, the County of Santa Barbara Board of Supervisors, acting as the Board of Directors 
(governing body) for the County of Santa Barbara Flood Control and Water Conservation District 
(District), adopted Resolution (Minute Order) 13-00059 authorizing the District to submit a grant 
application to the Department of Water Resources for Proposition 1E funding of the Lower Mission Creek 
Flood Control Project and execute an agreement with the State for a Stormwater Flood Management 
Grant. The Resolution is attached as (Exhibit 1-1). 

Eligible Application Documentation 
Local Agency - The County of Santa Barbara Flood Control and Water Conservation District is a Local 
Public Agency, specifically, a special district of the State of California, as defined in Section 216 of the 
Public Utilities Code.  

Legal Authority to Operate - The District was created by the Santa Barbara Flood Control & Water 
Conservation District Act in 1955 per Chapter 74 of the California Water Code Appendix. 

Legal Authority to Enter into a Grant Agreement with the State of California 

 

- The District 
has the legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the State of California Department of Water 
Resources (DWR). On January 15, 2013, the County of Santa Barbara Board of Supervisors, acting as 
the Board of Directors (governing body) for the County of Santa Barbara Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District (District), adopted Resolution (Minute Order) 13-00059 authorizing the District to 
submit and implement a grant application with the State.  

1 
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Legal Agreements Among Partner Agencies 

 

- The District has cooperative agreements with the 
City of Santa Barbara and the US Army Corps of Engineers for this project. There are numerous 
agreements that have been executed over the years (decades) with both the City of SB and with the 
Corps.  These agreements serve to identify roles and responsibilities and assist in maintaining progress 
when the resources of the three entities are combined. In January 2011, the Corps and the District 
executed an MOU for the work performed prior to the execution of a Project Partnership Agreement for 
Reach 1A and 2A.  This way, the District can gain credit for the local share for costs spent prior to the 
PPA. 

Groundwater Management Plan Compliance 
The City of Santa Barbara overlies the entire basin that would potentially be affected. The City asserts 
“Pueblo” water rights and manages its water supply under the 1994 Long-Term Water Supply Program 
(LTWSP), adopted after the completion of the Long-Term Water Supply Alternatives Analysis and the 
LTWSP environmental impact report (EIR) (State Clearinghouse No. 91121020). The LTWMP EIR 
describes the local groundwater resources, quantifies annual recharge rates and perennial yields, and 
evaluates the City of Santa Barbara conjunctive use approach to groundwater management; whereby the 
City pumps very little groundwater in wet and average years and more heavily in drought years. 

The proposed Lower Mission Creek Flood Control and Restoration Project (including reaches 1A-2 and 
1B) will have a “de minimus” effect on local groundwater resources. The EIR for the project cites geologic 
studies that conclude that clay layers separate the shallow zone from the lower zones used for 
groundwater production, preventing any significant groundwater movement between the zones. With 
regard to the charge to the shallow zone, the EIR concludes that proposed side slope protection will not 
affect percolation, and the majority of the percolation would continue to occur through the natural creek 
bed when the project is completed (see Exhibit 1-2, EIR, page 7-15).  No groundwater effects are 
anticipated in terms of changes to seawater intrusion or construction-related activities.  
Consistency with an Adopted IRWM Plan 
This application is consistent with the adopted IRWM Plan (June 19, 2007), the Santa Barbara 
Countywide Integrated Regional Management Plan (IRWM Plan) (Exhibit 1-3). The Lower Mission Creek 
Flood Control and Rehabilitation Project was listed as a top implementation project (Project No. 24) and is 
described on page 8-43 in the IRWMP. 
 
The regional and local benefits listed in the IRWM Plan include: restoration of the creek channel, habitat 
improvement, enhance fish passage up the watershed, removal of invasive and non-native plants and 
trees, and installation of native plants and trees. The restored stream channel increases the wetland area 
improving water quality, habitat, and the natural treatment of pollutants. 
 
Table 1-1 on page 1-3 lists the reaches of the Project and describes the manner in which each project is 
consistent with the adopted IRWMP including its objectives, issues, priorities and water management 
strategies.  
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Table 1-1 

 Santa Barbara County IRWMP 2007 

Objectives, Issues, Priorities and Strategies 

Project 
Reach 

Regional 
Objectives 
Achieved 

Key Region-
wide and 
Watershed 
Issues 

Watershed 
Specific Issues 

Primary Short-
term Regional 
Priorities 

Regional Water 
Management 
Strategies 

1A – 
Phase 
2 

Water Quality, 
Emergency 
Preparedness, 
and Ecosystem 
Restoration  

Potential harm to 
people and 
property from 
flooding (p. 7-2, 
2007 IRWMP) 

People and 
property may 
experience 
potential harm 
from flooding (p. 
7-4, 2007 
IRWMP) 

Protect public 
safety by 
reducing the 
potential for 
flooding in 
strategic areas 
through 
infrastructure 
improvements 
(p. 7-7, 2007 
IRWMP) 

Flood 
management, 
ecosystem 
restoration, 
environmental 
and habitat 
protection and 
improvement, 
wetlands 
enhancement 
and creation, 
water quality 
protection and 
improvement 

1B Water Quality, 
Emergency 
Preparedness, 
and Ecosystem 
Restoration 

Potential harm to 
people and 
property from 
flooding (p. 7-2, 
2007 IRWMP) 

People and 
property may 
experience 
potential harm 
from flooding (p. 
7-4, 2007 
IRWMP) 

Protect public 
safety by 
reducing the 
potential for 
flooding in 
strategic areas 
through 
infrastructure 
improvements 
(p. 7-7, 2007 
IRWMP) 

Flood 
management, 
ecosystem 
restoration, 
environmental 
and habitat 
protection and 
improvement, 
wetlands 
enhancement 
and creation, 
water quality 
protection and 
improvement 
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