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Sulphur and Aliso Creek Stabilization Project



South Orange County Wastewater Authority

ATTACHMENT 1
AUTHORIZATION AND ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
Authorizing Documentation

Attached as Att1_SWF_Eligible 2 of 2 is Resolution 2013-02 adopted on January 3, 2013 authorizing SOCWA to submit the application and execute an agreement with the State of California, Department of Water Resources for a Proposition 1E Grant. 

Eligible Applicant Documentation

Included in Att1_SWF_Eligible 2 of 2 is the Eligible Applicant Documentation.

The applicant is the South Orange County Wastewater Authority, a local agency as defined in Appendix B of the Guidelines. SOCWA has the legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the State of California. 
GWMP Compliance

The project is not expected to have any direct or significant groundwater impacts. The project includes conveying water downstream through RCB culvert for bank stability and erosion protection, capturing low flows in a swale for treatment, and restoring vegetation/creating new habitat at the confluence of Aliso Creek and Sulphur Creeks. There is no infiltration component to the project that would affect groundwater.
Consistency with an adopted IRWM Plan

The Project is supported by the 26 member agencies of the South Orange County Integrated Regional Management (IRWM) Group, formed in 2005 along with the adopted South Orange County IRWM Plan. The proposed Sulphur and Aliso Creek Stabilization Project was originally a component of the Aliso Creek Mainstem Ecosystem Restoration and ACES Project, which was included in the adopted IRWM Plan and is listed as item #8 on Priority Project List A out of 152 projects (See Att1_SWF_Eligible_2 of 2). The original Aliso Creek Mainstem Ecosystem Restoration and ACES Project was too multi-faceted for efficient implementation. Therefore, this proposed Project offers a more efficient approach by implementing one reach of the original project and is intended to serve as a starting point for implementing multiple smaller projects. This approach to implementing multiple smaller projects has been coordinated with the County of Orange and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, proponents of the original project. As a result, SOCWA is proceeding with the proposed stand-alone Project. The Project is also on the updated project list that will be included in the 2012 South Orange County IRWM Plan Update.

The Project is consistent with the the adopted South Orange County IRWM Plan goals and objectives. Specifically, the proposed Project meets the Plan’s objectives for Aquatic Ecosystems and Watershed Management (AE), Water Quality (WQ), and Sewage and Flood Management (SF) as described below:
•
Aquatic Ecosystems and Watershed Management (AE)- Reduction of sediment degradation and protection of culturally sensitive area and natural habitat by: Removing existing grouted rock on the south bank and placement of compacted fill in the area to support revegetation; Removal of ruderal plant species alongside Sulphur Creek and create new habitat along bank stabilization.

•
Water Quality (WQ) - Reduction in the pollutants of concern from urban drainage runoff that is degrading water quality in Aliso Creek by directing low flows that travel over existing swale and grouted channel  to flow through a bypass pipe under the existing dip crossing and then into a new low flow swale. The new low flow swale provides secondary treatment following upstream Best Management Practices (BMPs).

•
Sewage and Flood Management (SF) - Reduction in hydrologic conditions for erosion control stabilization, reduction of sediment degradation, and protect underground utilities by:  Discharging larger flows along Sulphur Creek through a new extension of the RCB culvert under Alicia Parkway; extending a storm drain lateral to discharge larger flows into the RCB culvert; providing non storm flows from Sulphur Creek and the storm drain lateral to discharge into a low flow swale; rip rap erosion protection at the RCB outlet and along the toe of Aliso Creek; soil stabilization to hold existing soil bank in place while providing protection against surficial runoff from top of banks.
The following describes the South Orange County IRWM Plan adoption and the Project’s consistency.

The South Orange County Integrated Regional Water Management Group (South Orange County IRWMG) was recognized as a region during the Proposition 50, Chapter 8 Integrated Regional Water Management Program Implementation Grant (Prop 50) Round 1 effort.  The South Orange County IRWMG developed and adopted the South Orange County IRWMP in 2005. The County of Orange was established as the lead agency for IRWMP implementation, and the Metropolitan Water District of Orange County (MWDOC) and the South Orange County Wastewater Authority (SOCWA) as providers of significant resources and leadership in South Orange County IRWM. Therefore, the Board of Directors for each of these three agencies adopted or accepted the IRWMP by resolution as follows: The County of Orange Board of Supervisors accepted on June 7, 2005, Resolution No. 05-143; the Municipal Water District of Orange County Board of Directors adopted on June 15, 2005, Resolution No. 1768; and the South Orange County Wastewater Authority Board of Directors adopted on June 2, 2005, Resolution No. 2005-07. In addition to the resolutions stated above, the other South Orange County IRWMG members adopted, accepted, or approved the IRWMP.

In June 2005, the South Orange County IRWMG submitted the South Orange County Integrated Regional Watershed Management (IRWM) Plan for Proposition 50, Chapter 8 Integrated Regional Water Management Program Implementation Grant funds. 

In January 2007, the South Orange County IRWMP was one of seven statewide proposals recommended for funding. In July 2007, the South Orange County IRWMG executed a Prop 50 Integrated Regional Water Management Implementation Grant Agreement with the State Water Resources Control Board to receive grant funds in an amount of $25,000,000 for the seven highest ranking projects included in the South Orange County IRWMP.

In September 2009, the South Orange County Water Management Area (WMA) was recognized as a Region during the Region Acceptance Process (RAP).  With the funding of the South Orange County IRWM Group’s seven projects underway and the release of the new Proposition 84 IRWMP Standards, the South Orange County IRWMG identified areas of the existing South Orange County IRWM Plan (adopted in 2005) that need to be re-written/revised to reflect the new priority projects for the region and meet the Proposition 84 standards.

In September 2010, the South Orange County WMA submitted a Planning Grant Proposal under DWR’s IRWM Program to update the 2005 IRWMP to comply with recent Proposition 84 standards and was recommended for funding. The South Orange County WMA is proceeding with updating the IRWMP and the proposed Sulphur and Aliso Creek Stabilization Project will be included in the 2013 IRWMP Update.
Project Review Process

The 2005 adopted South Orange County IRWM Plan established goals and objectives. The Project within this Proposal is consistent with the adopted IRWM Plan and went through the IRWM Project review process (in 2005 as part of the original Aliso Creek Mainstem Ecosystem Restoration and ACES Project, which was included in the adopted IRWM Plan, and in 2012 as part of the current South Orange County IRWM Plan Update). The Project is also on the project list that will be included in the 2013 South Orange County IRWM Plan Update. 
The Proposed Project was reviewed, prioritized, and ranked through the project review and public stakeholder review process established and adopted by the South Orange County IRWM Group.  The South Orange County IRWM Group established the Management Committee to prioritize the projects.  The Management Committee is comprised of senior level staff representing those parties that signed the South Orange County Watershed Management Area Cooperative Agreement.  

The South Orange County IRWM Group currently has a public process in place to identify and include stakeholders in the planning and decision making process for the IRWM Plan and projects proposed for inclusion. Participants in the South Orange County IRWM Group have worked individually and collaboratively over 30 years to develop and integrate regional strategies that address, raise awareness, and coordinate numerous and varied water management projects. In conjunction with these efforts, the South Orange County IRWM Group uses a variety of methods to engage the general public and stakeholders.  They include participating in stakeholder meetings, inclusion in the IRWM process, communication via email and information sharing via the County’s website www.ocwatersheds.com.  The website also provides contact information and email links for all South Orange County IRWM Group members

The South Orange County IRWM Group continues to coordinate with the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) staff regarding Proposition 84.  During the Regional Acceptance Process (RAP), the County and members of the South Orange County IRWM Group met with DWR staff to discuss how the South Orange County WMA collaborates as a Region.  Following the meeting, the South Orange County WMA was approved as a Region.  DWR staff is invited to attend South Orange County IRWM Group meetings and attended the March 30, 2010 meeting to answer questions. 

The South Orange County WMA continues to implement its project review process and public stakeholder review process. The region is proceeding with updating the IRWMP for completion in 2013, and the proposed Project is included on the Project List that will be inserted into the Updated Plan.
In summary, the Proposed Project is consistent with the adopted 2005 South Orange County IRWM Plan IRWM Plan Goals and Objectives and was selected as a result of the project review process and public stakeholder review processes.
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