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South Orange County WMA


ATTACHMENT 8
SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY IRWM DROUGHT GRANT PROPOSAL

DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE
DOCUMENTATION OF THE PRESENCE AND NEEDS OF A DAC

South Orange County includes areas where the average median household income is less than 80 percent of the statewide annual median household income thus qualifying certain areas as Disadvantaged Communities (DACs) designations. The Moulton Niguel Water District (MNWD) Recycled Water Extension Project will serve portions of DACs in South Orange County, as shown on the DAC map attached as Att8_DG_DAC_2of2. MNWD’s Project is located in the Cities of Laguna Hills, Aliso Viejo and Laguna Niguel.  The Project will provide 102.3 acre-feet of recycled water in lieu of potable water to these communities.  The Project will install about 7,500 feet of 8-inch and 6-inch PVC with 12 recycled services in the Laguna Audubon HOA and 20 recycled services various locations in the Cities of Laguna Hills, Laguna Niguel and Aliso Viejo.  The total amount of potable water converted to recycled water will be 102.3 acre-feet per year.  
Use of recycled water provides communities with additional drinking water supplies. By producing 102.3 acre-feet of recycled water per year to the community, the Project makes the same amount of potable drinking water supply available to serve the DAC.  The South Orange County WMA relies on imported potable water supply its drinking water supply. Approximately 78 percent of MNWD’s water is purchased through the Municipal Water District of Orange County (MWDOC). MWDOC purchases its water from the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California – a regional water wholesaler that delivers water from Northern California and the Colorado River. The California Department of Water Resources reduced the anticipated imported SWP water supply deliveries to zero percent which greatly impacts the water reliability of the Region because the WMA relies on imported water for 90% of its supply. Because of the decreased availability of potable imported water supply to the Region, the District is partnering with other South County water agencies to construct a number of water supply reliability improvement projects. Although the proposed Project includes infrastructure renovations made to the recycled water system, the Project will allow for more potable drinking water supply to be available to serve the DAC in its potable water supply system. Therefore, this Project meets the critical water supply needs of the DAC by providing infrastructure renovations to a public water supply system necessary to assure continued reliability of the minimum quality and quantity of water.
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