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Eligible Applicant Documentation 

The Upper Kings Basin IRWM Authority does have the legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the 

State and has already entered into previous grant agreements with the State.  The Upper Kings Basin Integrated 

Regional Water Management Authority (Authority) is the official name of the Joint Power Authority.  The Authority 

has recently chosen to identify itself as the Kings Basin Water Authority in order to simplify the name recognition 

of the organization, but the official name of the Joint Power Authority will not be changed. 

Is the applicant a local agency as defined in Appendix B of the 2014 IRWM Drought Guidelines? 

The applicant is the Upper Kings Basin Integrated Regional Water Management Authority (Authority). The 

Authority was formed by a Joint Powers Agreement on December 11, 2008 (attached as Attachment 1b). The 

Authority Statement of Facts was filed with the Secretary of State on August 12, 2010 (Attachment 1c). The 

Authority fits within the definition of a ‘Local Public Agency’ according to Appendix B of the 2014 IRWM Drought 

Solicitation Guidelines dated June 2014. 

What is the statutory or other legal authority under which the applicant was formed and is authorized 

to operate? 

The applicant was formed and is authorized to operate under a Joint Powers Agreement (Attachment 1b) on 

December 11, 2008.  The applicant has successfully operated under this agreement since it was formed. 

Does the applicant have legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the State of California? 

The Authority has the legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the State of California.  In fact, the 

Authority has already successfully entered other grant agreements with the State, including Proposition 50 IRWM 

Implementation Funding Round 2, Proposition 50 Supplemental IRWM Implementation, Proposition 84 IRWM 

Planning, and Proposition 84 IRWM Implementation Rounds 1 and 2 funding.   

Describe any legal agreements among partner agencies and/or organizations that ensure 

performance of the Proposal and tracking of funds. 

The Authority will be the contracting entity with the State.  Similar to other recent grant awards to the region, the 

Authority will enter into a sub-agreement with each project proponent that receives funding.   This agreement 

holds the project proponent to the same requirements of the State contract with the Authority.  A copy of a similar 

sub-agreement from a recent grant award is attached as Attachment 1d.  The Joint Powers Agreement 

(Attachment 1b) includes details on tracking of funds (Article IV: Financial Provisions).  These agreements provide 

assurance of the proper performance of the projects proposed and tracking of funds.  The Authority has worked 

closely and successfully completed many grant projects and studies with DWR in the past and has an excellent 

track record of ensuring that the projects proposed are brought to successful completion. 

This is an appropriate place to describe the governance structure of the Authority.  Unlike many other regions, the 

Upper Kings has formerly adopted a Joint Powers Agreement to establish formal governance for administering the 

IRWMP.  In forming the Upper Kings Basin IRWM Authority and in an effort to truly develop an integrated structure 

that includes all stakeholders, the region specifically developed a structure that allows for stakeholders of all types 

to be included in the region.  This was sought to maintain the high degree of stakeholder involvement that was 

developed during the Water Forum that preceded the establishment of the Authority.  The operation of the 

Authority requires funding of which the Authority’s members contribute, but many of the stakeholders in the 

region cannot afford to contribute financially to the Authority, especially the DACs.  To allow for their participation 

in the direction and decision making of the IRWM, the Authority was formed with the planned participation of 

“Interested Parties”.   As defined in Article 1f of the Joint Powers Agreement, Interested Parties are governed by 

the provisions of the Joint Powers Agreement, members of the Advisory Committee with direct input to the Board, 

and participants to the Authority and its activities.  The Authority now includes 16 members and 40 Interested 

Parties.  The organization structure of the Authority is shown below.   
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Figure 1-1: Upper Kings Basin IRWM Authority Organizational Chart 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 1b 

Upper Kings IRWM Joint Powers Agreement 































































 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 1c 

Upper Kings IRWM Authority Statement Facts 













 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 1d 

Recent Implementation Grant Award SubAgreement 




















































































































