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Attachment 7a 

Disadvantaged Community IRWMP Brochure 



Integrated Regional Water Management Planning 
 

What is IRWM Planning? 
Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) is a collaborative planning effort that 
seeks to bring various stakeholders and water interests together to (1) develop mutually 
beneficial projects, (2) promote better water management practices, and (3) maximize 
resources within a local region, across regions and throughout the State of California.  
 
In this regional approach, efforts of individual agencies are combined to leverage 
resources and meet multiple water resource needs at the same time. For example, 
water supply and water quality projects might be combined with a flood control project 
in a manner that provides multiple benefits to an area or larger area than originally 
planned.  
 
When was IRWM Planning Established and Why? 
In 2012, California passed Senate Bill 1672, The IRWM Act of California to encourage 
local agencies and stakeholders to work together in a collaborative manner to manage 
local and imported water supplies to improve the quality, quantity, and reliability.  
 

 
 
 

     
 

 
 

                                                 
1 Although each IRWM group has their own set of rules and process to rank and select projects to include in final 
applications, all must follow and meet the IRWM funding criteria.  
 

 
What is the General Process of IRWM Planning?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Department of Water Resources, (DWR) is currently responsible for evaluating and 
accepting an IRWM region into the IRWM grant program.  
 
What type of Funding is Available for IRWM? 
There are a number of grant funding opportunities available through the IRWM grant 
program, including funding for planning, implementation, and stormwater flood 
management1. 
Funding for the IRWM Grant Program is allocated when and as funding becomes 
available through the passing of water bonds. Funding recently awarded included:  

- $1 billion from Proposition 84, the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality, and 
Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006 

- $300 million from Proposition 1E, the Disaster Preparedness and Flood 
Prevention Bond Act of 2006. 

o $60 million of the available $1 billion was designated to Tulare 
Lake Hydrological Region2.  

 

2 A total of 7 local IRWM planning groups exist within the region. The funding process is a competitive one. DWR 
establishes the funding, scoring criteria and awards funding.  
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Integrated Regional Water Management Planning 
 

Why be part of IRWM Planning efforts? 
In order for a regional effort to be comprehensive, effective and sustainable, the 
participation of diverse stakeholders, agencies and interest groups is essential 
for developing and implementing the region’s Plan. This will help ensure that all 
major issues and interests are documented and addressed in the IRWM Plan. 
IRWM planning efforts provides Disadvantaged Communities (DACs) the 
opportunity to: 
 

o Document their water needs and be included and/or prioritized in their 
region’s plan; 
 

o Learn about the region’s water needs and what others are doing to 
address them; 
 

o Collaborate with other communities facing similar challenges or 
stakeholders to develop and implement mutually beneficial projects; 
 

o Ensure your community is eligible for existing and future IRWM 
funding and for any other funding that is tied to inclusion in an IRWM 
Plan;  and   
 

o Be part of a planning effort that seeks to proactively address current 
and future needs with multiple stakeholders to maximize limited 
resources and achieve the most possible benefits.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
How to Participate?  
 
Step 1: Determine if your community or agency is currently covered by an 
existing IRWM planning Group 
In order to participate, you must first is to identify whether your community is 
currently within the boundaries of an existing IRWM group.  
 
DWR and groups like Self Help Enterprises and Community Water Center can 
help you identify if you community is within an IRWM planning group.  
 
Step 2: Contact your local IRWMM Planning Group  
If your community is covered by an existing group, locate their contact 
information and call them to identify when and where they meet. You should 
also identify participating requirements, e.g. application requirements, levels of 
participations and/or fees associated with participation.  
 
Step 3: Evaluate the Pros and Cons of being Part of an IRWM Effort and 
Make the Commitment to Participate 
Most IRWM groups hold a number meetings throughout the year. These 
meetings are usually held within business hours and last anywhere from 1-3 
hours. Your community should weigh the pros and cons of being part of this 
effort and if interested, make the commitment to participate as a community 
and/or district.  
 
Questions, Need More Information or Help Locating Your Local IRWM 
Group? 
For questions, more information or help locating your local IRWM group contact; 
  

- Community Water Center at (559) 733-0219 
- Self Help Enterprises at (559) 651-1000  
- Department of Water Resources at (916) 651-9613.  

 
 



King Basin Water Authority  
 
Who is the King Basin Water Authority? 
The Kings Basin Water Authority is an authority that was established to govern a 
coalition of water agencies, cities, counties and environmental interests from the Kings 
River Basin who are working on the most pressing local water issues, specifically 
groundwater depletion, supply reliability and quality.  
 

How/why was the Authority Created? 
The formation of the Upper Kings Basin Water Authority took place in 2009 following a 
growing effort and interest in regional coordination and planning. Specifically:  

- In 2001, local agencies came together to initiate a coordinated regional 
approach; 

- In 2007, they developed an Integrated Regional Water Management Plan 
(IRWM Plan);  

- In 2009, the effort continued to grow and the Upper Kings Water Authority was 
established; and  

- The region and the 2007 IRWM Plan was also accepted by DWR in 2009.   
 

What is the Vision of the Authority? 
The vision of the Authority is a sustainable supply of the Kings River Basin's finite 
surface and groundwater resources through regional planning that is balanced and 
beneficial for environmental stewardship, overall quality of life, a sustainable economy 
and adequate resources for future generations. 
 

Boundaries of the Authority and IRWM Plan: 
The Authority covers 610,000 acres (953 square miles) and includes parts of Fresno, 
Kings and Tulare Counties. It also includes a number of Cities, Communities and water 
districts, irrigation districts and special and private water providers.  A map is shown 
below: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are the Goals and Objectivities of their IRWM Plan? 
The Kings Basin Water Authority has developed an IRWM Plan that includes 5 regional 
goals and 15 measurable objectives.  
 

The specific goals of the Authority include:  
- Halt and ultimately reverse, the current overdraft and provide for sustainable 

management of surface and groundwater  
- Increase the water supply reliability, enhance operational flexibility, and 

reduce systems constraints 
- Improve and protect water quality  
- Provide additional flood protection  
- Protect and enhance aquatic ecosystems and wildlife habitat  

 

Governance and Participation Opportunities: 
The Authority has two types of memberships: (1) official members and (2) interested 
parties. The Authority is governed by a Board of Directors but has an Advisory Board 
and various Ad hock-committees that provide: guidance to the board, and the 
opportunity for the public and interested parties to engage and make 
recommendations. As of 2012, the Authority includes a total of 17 official members 
and 37 interested parties.  
 

Official Members & Interested Parties 
Official Members have the ability to serve and vote on the governing board of the 
Authority but must be a public agency and paying member.  
 
Interested Parties cannot vote. They can however, participate through the advisory 
committee and can be a public or non-public agency.    
 

Fees and Voluntary Contributions: 
- Official Member: $7,000 
- Small City or DAC: $5,000 
- Interested Party Voluntary Contributions: $250  

 

Board of Directors and Advisory Board meetings are held at the Fresno Farm Bureau 
Building. A full schedule of the list can be found on the Authority’s website.   
 

Contact Information: 
For more information please call the Authority:   
Phone: 559-237-5567 
Email: comments@krcd.org 
Website: http://www.krcd.org/water/ukbirwma/

mailto:comments@krcd.org
http://www.krcd.org/water/ukbirwma/
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