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South Orange County WMA

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WMA 2015 IRWM IMPLEMENTATION GRANT PROPOSAL

ATTACHMENT 1
AUTHORIZATION AND ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
Groundwater Management Compliance

The San Juan Valley Groundwater Basin is located within the San Juan Creek Watershed in the South Orange County Watershed Management Area (WMA). A small portion of the San Mateo Valley Groundwater Basin is located within the South Orange County WMA; however none of the project proponents use groundwater from the San Mateo Valley Basin. The San Juan Valley Groundwater Basin is managed by the San Juan Basin Authority (SJBA), a joint-powers authority consisting of Santa Margarita Water District (SMWD), City of San Juan Capistrano (CSJC), Moulton Niguel Water District (MNWD), and South Coast Water District (SCWD) in south Orange County, California. The region has limited groundwater supplies and as a result the SJBA members obtain most of their water supply (approximately 92 percent of potable demands) from imported water sources. 

The following groundwater users will receive funding from the proposed grant: Municipal Water District of Orange County (MWDOC), SMWD, and SCWD. MWDOC uses water from the Orange County Groundwater Basin, located outside of the South Orange County WMA. SMWD and SCWD use water from the San Juan Valley Groundwater Basin, located within the South Orange County WMA. The Projects proposed by SMWD, SCWD, and MWDOC do not directly affect groundwater levels or quality, as described below: 
· Agency: Municipal Water District of Orange County.

· Contact: Mr. Joe Berg, (714) 593-5008, jberg@mwdoc.com
· Justification: The Strategic Turfgrass Removal & Design Assistance Program does not directly affect groundwater levels or quality because the Project will promote and incentivize turf removal and replacement with California-friendly native plant species.  

· Agency: Santa Margarita Water District

· Contact: Mr. Don Bunts (949) 459-6602, donb@smwd.com 

· Justification: The 3A Water Recycling Plant Tertiary Expansion does not contain a groundwater component and will not directly affect groundwater levels or quality. The Project will expand the tertiary treatment capacity of the existing 3A WRP facility to produce 3,000 AFY of recycled water.
· Agency: South Coast Water District
· Contact: Mr. Rick Shintaku, (949) 499-4555 ext. 3156, rshintaku@scwd.org
· Justification: The Recycled Water Distribution Upgrade Project does not contain a groundwater component and will not directly affect groundwater levels or quality. The Project will replace a 6,600-foot section of an existing 10-inch recycled-water distribution system supply main with a 16-inch main to eliminate a hydraulic bottleneck that currently limits flow.
The following agencies are not groundwater users and their respective Projects will not affect groundwater:

1.
City of Aliso Viejo – The Dairy Fork Wetland Project will construct a wetland to improve the quality of urban runoff and restore habitat. The Project will not impact groundwater as there is not groundwater in the project area.
2.
National Forest Service – The San Juan Aquatic Passage and Habitat Improvement Project will improve aquatic habitat and aquatic passage in the San Juan watershed through dam removal, bridge improvements, and habitat restoration. The Project will not impact groundwater as there is not groundwater in the Project area.
3.
City of Laguna Niguel – The Crown Valley Park Channel Entry Improvements Project will eliminate a flooding point at the dip crossing across an open stream / flood control channel. The Project will improve surface runoff water quality, eliminate flooding impacts, restore vegetation and habitat, and reduce potable water consumption. The Project will not impact groundwater as there is not groundwater in the Project area.  
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