Eligible Applicant Documentation

The applicant is the County of Ventura, acting as agent for the Watersheds Coalition of Ventura County.  Included as part of Attachment 2 is a sample Memorandum of Understanding, executed between the County of Ventura and a participating agency, which spells out the reciprocal duties and responsibilities of the County and the member agency.  Each participating agency that contributed funding has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding  with the County of Ventura.  
	
1. Is the applicant a local agency as defined in Appendix B of the Guidelines? Please explain. 
The County of Ventura is a local agency, as defined in Appendix B of the IRWM Grant Program Guidelines.  
	
2.  What is the statutory or other legal authority under which the applicant was formed and is authorized to operate? 
Please see above.  The California Constitution authorizes a County to make and enforce local ordinances that do not conflict with general laws, purchase and hold land, manage and dispose of its properties, and levy and collect taxes authorized by law.  The powers of a County can only be exercised by the Board of Supervisors or through officers acting under the authority of the Board or authority conferred by law.  On March 22, 1872, the Legislature of the State of California acted to create Ventura County from a portion of Santa Barbara County.  The Act was effective January 1, 1873.
	
3. Does the applicant have legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the State of California? 

The County of Ventura has the necessary legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the State of California, as cited in the September 21, 2010 resolution, which is attached.  Previously the County of Ventura entered into grant agreements for the Proposition 50 Planning and Implementation Grants.  

4. Describe any legal agreements among partner agencies and/or organizations that ensure performance of the Proposal and tracking of funds. 
	
The County has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with each member agency of the Watersheds Coalition of Ventura County that contributes funding to the Plan effort.  A copy of a sample MOU is included with Attachment 2.  
