Attachment 2. Eligible Application Documentation

Is the applicant a local agency as defined in Appendix B of the Guidelines? Please explain.

Answer: Yes. The applicant for the Pajaro River Watershed Integrated Regional Water
Management Plan Update is San Benito County Water District (SBCWD). The SBCWD is a public
agency, as defined in Section Ill of the Guidelines, which is defined as a city, county, city and
county, district, joint powers authority, a state agency or department, or other political
subdivision of the State. The SBCWD is a special purpose district formed under State law
(California Water Appendix Code Section 70) pursuant to the San Benito County Water District
Act.

What is the statutory or other legal authority under which the applicant was formed and is
authorized to operate?

Answer: SBCWD is a California Special District formed in 1953 by the San Benito County Water
Conservation and Flood Control Act. At that time, SBCWD merged with the Hollister Irrigation
District, becoming the successor to the water rights, water facilities and land interests of the
Hollister Irrigation District. The name was changed from the San Benito County Water
Conservation and Flood Control District to SBCWD in 1988.

Does the applicant have legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the State of
California?

Response: Yes. The Applicant has legal standing to enter into contractual relationships with the
State of California, DWR and SWRCB. On September 22, 2010 the San Benito County Water
District Board of Directors adopted the authorizing Resolution No. 2010-14 giving explicit
authority to submit this Planning Grant, and enter into and implement the grant agreement on
behalf of the Pajaro River Watershed IRWM Regional Water Management Group.

Describe any legal agreements among partner agencies and/or organizations that ensure
performance of the Proposal and tracking of funds

Response: San Benito County Water District (District), on behalf of the Pajaro River Watershed
IRWM Regional Water Management Group (RWMG), will negotiate sub-contractor agreements
with participating entities and perform the contract management and administration and fiscal
agent role for the grant, in order to ensure performance of the proposal and tracking of funds.
Contract agreements with partner agencies will be approved by the Board of Directors, will
include DWR and State Water Board required provisions and will be consistent with the grant
agreement. The District, Santa Clara Valley Water District (SCVWD), and Pajaro Valley Water
Management Agency (PVWMA) entered into a Memorandum of Understanding creating a
partnership “for the purpose of coordinating water resource planning activities.” The MOU
describes the intent of the partners to collaborate, share information, and meet at least on a
guarterly basis. Recognizing the need for future agreements, the MOU specifically notes the
potential for future agreements.






