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Implementation Grant Proposal 
BCSD Arsenic Management Feasibility Study and Well Design     
Disadvantaged Community Assistance   

Attachment 10 consists of the following items: 

 Disadvantaged Community Assistance. Attachment 10 provides information regarding 
projects that address a critical water supply and/or water quality DAC need and appropriate 
documentation for seeking a funding match waiver, if applicable.  

 
 

Introduction  
This attachment documents the presence and need of a disadvantaged community (DAC) 
within the Boron Community Services District (BCSD) service area. The BCSD Arsenic 
Management Feasibility Study and Well Design (Planning/Design Project) will help address a 
critical water supply need for a DAC.     

 

Presence of a DAC  
A DAC is defined by the Department of Water Resource (DWR) in the 2012 IRWM Guidelines as 
a community with an average median household income (MHI) that is less than 80 percent of 
the Statewide MHI. The American Community Survey (ACS) of the U.S. Census includes social 
and demographic data, including information regarding MHI estimates for the State of 
California and individual communities within the state. According to the 2012 Guidelines, ACS 
data show that 80% of the Statewide MHI is $48,706, meaning that any community with an MHI 
of $48,706 or less would qualify as a DAC. Within the Antelope Valley (AV) Integrated Regional 
Water Management (IRWM) Region, several communities and rural areas have an average MHI 
less than 80 percent of the Statewide MHI. The AV IRWM stakeholders and regional water 
management group (RWMG) recently analyzed MHI values on a census place and block basis to 
identify DACs within the AV IRWM region for outreach purposes. 
 
The data used to identify the DACs within the BCSD service area consisted of merging the 
following GIS shapefile data sources from the DWR IRWM Site1

• Census Block Groups 
: 

• Census Tracts  
• Census Places 

 

                                                           
1 Link to DWR IRWM Site – Resources & Links: http://www.water.ca.gov/irwm/grants/resourceslinks.cfm  
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These three GIS shapefiles were layered over the BCSD service area map. The DAC areas 
overlying the Planning/Design Project are illustrated in Figure 10-1. The Planning/Design Project 
is entirely within a DAC-designated area.  
 
The Planning/Design Project in this proposal will benefit all of BCSD’s service area customers. 
All of the customers served by BCSD are considered disadvantaged as set forth by DWR’s 2010 
ACS data and MHI criteria. Figure 10-1 illustrates the census places and blocks within and 
surrounding the BCSD service area that are considered economically disadvantaged according 
to the 2010 ACS data and MHI criteria set forth by DWR. Figures 10-1 and 10-2 also 
demonstrate the location of DACs with respect to the Planning/Design Project included in this 
grant proposal.  
 
 

Figure 10-1: DAC Areas within the BCSD Service Area 
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Figure 10-2: DAC Areas in the Vicinity of the BCSD Service Area 

 
 
 
 

Critical Water Supply Need of a DAC 
The Planning/Design Project in this Proposal directly supports a DAC by producing a feasibility 
study and engineering design specifications that may lead to a construction project that will 
help address a critical water supply DAC need. Information regarding how the Planning/Design 
Project will meet identified DAC needs is provided below: 

• BCSD Arsenic Management Feasibility Study and Well Design – BCSD has received a 
compliance order from the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) for violation 
of the Safe Drinking Water Act due to non-compliance with the primary maximum 
contaminant level (MCL) for arsenic of 10 parts per billion (ppb). Due to financial 
constraints, BCSD has been unable to assess the potential project alternatives for 
meeting the arsenic MCL drinking water standard. Therefore, BCSD is seeking grant 
funding under the Proposition 84 Implementation Grant Program to complete this study 
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that will help BCSD asses and identify the preferred project alternative to meet the 
arsenic MCL drinking water standard. It is believed a significant modification of BCSD’s 
water supply system or significant investment in new facilities might be necessary to 
meet the primary MCL for arsenic.  

 
Funding Match Waiver 
 
The Planning/Design Project in this grant proposal, the BCSD Arsenic Management Feasibility 
Study and Well Design, addresses a critical water supply need of a DAC (as described above). 
BCSD has no funding match available to finance the Planning/Design Project and is applying for 
the 25% cost share waiver for the Planning/Design Project. BCSD is requesting grant funding for 
the entire cost of $427,000 (detailed in Attachment 4 - Budget). 

 

Letters of Support 
 
Letters of support that were submitted by agencies and organizations representing DACs in the 
BCSD and AV IRWM Region that support the project are included at the end of this attachment. 
The letters include at the end of this attachment include the following: 

• Boron Chamber of Commerce  

• Boron Senior Citizens, INC.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


