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SANTA CLARA RIVER
CHLORIDE REDUCTION ORDINANCE OF 2008

The Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District of Los Angeles County
ordains as follows:

1. AUTHORIZATION

This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to authority contained in the County Sanitation District Act,
California Health and Safety Code Sections 4700 er seq., and exercises authority conferred by law
including, but not limited to, Chapter 5, Part 12, Division 104 of the California Health and Safety Code,
and Article 4, Chapter 1, Part 1, Division 2 beginning with Section 53069.4 of the Government Code.

2. SHORT TITLE

This Ordinance shall be known and referred to as the Senta Clara River Chloride Reduction
Ordinance of 2008.

3. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Ordinance 1s to limit the discharge of chlorides to the Santa Clara River
thereby improving the potential for the Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District of Los Angeles County to
comply with requirements of the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region.
It is also the purpose of this Ordinance to reduce the expenditure of public funds and mitigate rate
increases by lessening the need for new capital facilities.

4. DEFINITIONS

The following definitions shall apply to the terms used in this Ordinance:

(a.)  "District” means the Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District of Los Angeles County. The
District owns and operates a sewer system that conveys wastewater to the Saugus and Valencia Water
Reclamation Plants.

(b.)  "Person" means any person, firm, association, organization, partnership, business, trust,
corporation, company, district, county, city and county, city, town, the state, the federal government, and
any of the agencies and political subdivisions of such entities.

{c.y  “Plants” means the District’s Saugus and Valencia Water Reclamation Plants.

(d.) “Community Sewer System” means the network of facilities owned and operated by the
District or that are tributary to the District-owned and operated facilities that convey wastewater from
within the District’s service area to the Plants.

(e.) "Regional Board" means the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los
Angeles Region, created and exercising its powers pursuant to the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control
Act, California Water Code Sections 13000 ¢f seq.

(f.) “Brine” means a heavily saturated salt solution containing chloride.
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(9.)  "Residence" means a structure that is, or is intended to be, in whole or in part, a place of
dwelling, whether occupied or not, whether fully constructed or not, and includes, without limitation,
homes, whether attached to another structure or not, apartments, condominiums, and mobile homes.

(h.)  "Residential self-regenerating water softener" and/or "appliance” means residential water
softening or conditioning appliances that discharge Brine into the Comumunity Sewer System. Residential
self-regenerating water softeners are also more commonly known as “automatic” water softeners.
Residential self-regenerating water softeners only include water softening or conditioning devices that
renew their capability to remove hardness from water by the on-site application of a chloride solution to
the active softening or conditioning material contained therein, followed by a subsequent rinsing of the
active softening or conditioning material.

5. FINDINGS
The Board of Directors of the District finds and declares the following:

ay The Santa Clara River is one of the only remaining natural rivers in Southern California,
supporting fish and wildlife, recreation and agriculture in Los Angeles and Ventura Counties.

b) The District’s Plants discharge to the Santa Clara River.

c) Use of residential self-regenerating water softeners installed prior to 2003 is the most
significant controllable source of chloride entering the Community Sewer System and the
Plants. Residential self-regenerating water softeners use salt to renew their capacity to
remove hardness, and then discharge Brine to the Community Sewer System. Residential
self-regenerating water softeners account for approximately 30% of all chloride in the Plant’s
discharge. Although wastewater is treated to a high level at the District’s Plants, the Plants
are not designed to remove chloride.

d) The Regional Board has determined that chloride levels in the Santa Clara River must be
reduced, and pursuant to a Total Maximum Daily Load (“TMDL") for chloride established by
the Regional Board for Reaches 5 and 6 of the Santa Clara River in Los Angeles County,
which became effective May 4, 2003, has required the District to reduce the chloride levels in
its Plants’ discharge.

e) The District has adopted and is enforcing regulatory requirements that limit the volume and
concentrations of chloride discharges from non-residential sources to the Community Sewer
System to the extent technologically and economically feasible.

f) The District has adopted and is enforcing an ordinance prohibiting the prospective instatlation
of residential self-regenerating water softeners pursuant to Health & Safety Code Section
116786.

g) To further reduce chloride in the Plants’ discharge, the District must either reduce sources of
chloride in wastewater discharged to the Community Sewer System, remove chloride from
wastewater at the Plants through construction and operation of expensive and energy-
intensive advanced treatment facilities, or both. Construction and operation of advanced
treatment facilities for chloride removal at the Plants will result in the production of Brine,
which will also require disposal. If residential self-regenerating water softeners are not
removed, the incremental present worth of construction and operation of advanced treatment
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h)

k)

nj

o)
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and Brine disposal facilities to remove chloride contributed by residential self-regenerating
water softeners is approximately $73 million.

Reducing chloride levels by requiring the removal of all remaining installed residential self-
regenerating water softeners discharging to the Community Sewer System will cost the
District approximately $2-3 million.

Reducing chloride levels by requiring the removal of all installed residential self-regenerating
water softeners would save the District’s ratepayers approximately $70 million, based on the
difference between the cost of residential self-regenerating water softener removal and the
incremental cost of new advanced treatment and Brine disposal facilities to remove the same
amount of chloride.

Removal of residential self-regenerating water softeners within the District is estimated to
take approximately one year after the effective date of this Ordinance. Under the TMDL, the
District must perform environmental review, permitting, design and construction of new
advanced treatment and Brine disposal facilities for the removal of chloride by May 4, 2016.
Therefore, removing residential self-regenerating water softeners will reduce chloride in
discharges to the Santa Clara River sooner than installing advanced treatment and Brine
disposal facilities to achieve an equivalent level of chloride reduction.

The removal of all installed residential self-regenerating water softeners is a necessary and
cost-effective means of achieving timely compliance with a TMDL issued by the Regional
Board for the Santa Clara River.

Residents within the District will maintain the ability to soften or condition their water by
using water softening or conditioning devices that do not discharge Brine to the Community
Sewer System. Among these are portable exchange water softeners, which use a removable
tank to soften water. These tanks are serviced by facilities located outside the District’s
service area that are permitted to treat and dispose of the Brine used to regenerate them,
Based on available information, sufficient capacity to treat Brine exists in Los Angeles
County, and therefore, portable exchange water softeners remain available as a water
softening option for residents affected by this Ordinance.

Based on available information, the adoption and implementation of this Ordinance will
avoid or significantly reduce the costs associated with advanced treatment for chloride
removal and Brine disposal that otherwise would be necessary to meet the TMDL.

The District has established a voluntary program to compensate owners of residential self-
regenerating water softeners within its service area for 100% of the reasonable value of each
removed residential self-regenerating water softener and the reasonable cost of the removal
and disposal of that residential self-regenerating water softener. This program shall remain in
effect until the Effective Date of this Ordinance. The program is expected to result in the
removal of 3,300 self-regenerating water softeners. The reduction in chloride levels resulting
from the voluntary program is expected to be 4,400 pounds per day.

On and after the Effective Date of this Ordinance, the District will continue a program to
compensate owners of residential self-regenerating water softeners within its service area for
75% of the reasonable value of each removed residential self-regenerating water softener and
the reasonable cost of the removal and disposal of that residential self-regenerating water




softener. Approximately 3,200 self-regenerating water softeners are expected to be removed.
The potential reduction in chloride levels expected as a result of the program is 4,300 pounds
per day.

0. REQUIREMENT FOR REMOVAL OF RESIDENTIAL SELF-REGENERATING

WATER SOFTENERS

Every person who has a residential self-regenerating water softener that is installed upon his or
her property or premises, and every person occupying or leasing the property or premises of another who
has a residential self-regenerating water softener installed thereon, that discharges into the Community
Sewer System shall remove and dispose of the installed residential self-regenerating water softener within
180 days after the Effective Date of this Ordinance.

7. ADMINISTRATIVE ENFORCEMENT

a)

b)

c)

d)
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The Chief Engineer and General Manager of the District (“Chief Engineer”) shall administer,
implement, and enforce the provisions of this Ordinance. Any powers granted to or duties
imposed upon the Chief Engineer may be delegated to persons acting in the beneficial interest
of or in the employ of the District. The Chief Engineer shall enforce this Ordinance by (1)
perferming public outreach to inform residents of the terms of this Ordinance and to
encourage voluntary compliance, (2) withholding administrative enforcement actions until
[80 days after the Effective Date of the Ordinance have passed to allow all affected residents
adequate time to remove their installed residential self-regenerating water softeners, (3)
monitoring flows within the Community Sewer System to determine the locations of
residential self-regenerating water softeners, andfor (4) conducting inspections upon
reasonable notice of any residence that discharges to the Community Sewer System,

The Chief Engineer may issue a Notice of Violation to any Person who fails to remove a
residential self-regenerating water softener as required by this Ordinance. A Notice of
Violation shalti allow a period of 60 days to correct the violation and to remove and dispose
of the installed residential self-regenerating water softener. Any Person violating this
Ordinance after issuance of Notice of Violation and the subsequent 60-day period shall pay
an administrative fine to the District in an amount not to exceed $1,000.00 for such violation.

Any Person who has received a Notice of Violation may within 30 days request a hearing and
review by a hearing officer of the District. The hearing shall be held within 30 days of the
request. Following the hearing, the District’s hearing officer may dismiss the violation or
issue an Administrative Order for the imposition of an administrative fine and the removal of
any installed appliance. Service of the Administrative Order may be made by personal
delivery or by first class mail addressed to the Person at the address listed in the notice. An
Administrative Order may be appealed in accordance with the provisions of Government
Code Section 53069 4.

The owner of a residential self-regenerating water softener subject to administrative
enforcement under this section may elect to have the District remove the residential self-
regenerating water softener from the residence. The owner retains the right to compensation
for 75% of the reasonable value of the residential self-regenerating water softener.




8. VIOLATION

Any Person who violates any of the provisions of this Ordinance following the issuance of a final
Administrative Order under Section 7 is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not to exceed
$1,000.00 or by imprisonment not to exceed 30 days or by both such fine and imprisonment, The amount
of any such fine shall be first allocated to pay the District’s costs of enforcement.

9. SEVERABILITY

If any provision of this Ordinance or the applicability thereof to any person or circumstances i
held invalid, that invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this Ordinance that can be
given effect without the invalid portion or application, and to that end the provisions of this Ordinance
are severable.

10. REFERENDUM

Pursuant to California Health & Safety Code Section [16787(b), this Ordinance shall not be
effective until it is approved by a majority vote of the qualified votes cast in a regularly scheduled
election, held in the District’s service area, in a referendum in accordance with applicable provisions of
the Elections Code.
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1L EFYFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall become effective 30 days from the date of final passage by the Board of
Directors and subsequent approval by the voters pursuant to referendum, but no earlier than January 1,
2009,

Cairperson, Board of Directors
Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District
of Los Angeles County

JUN1 12008

ATTEST:

Vonked) ./ by

C]erk, Board of@irectors
Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District
of Los Angeles County

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation
District of Los Angeles County on____June 11, 2008 by the following vote:

AYES: Directors Burke and Weste

NOES: None

ABSENT: Director Kellar

ABSTAIN: None

Viidod]_/ Loneh

Secretary of thef?ozﬂd of Directofs
Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District
ofl.os Angeles County

DIOCGH0936800 &



John Boyd, Supervising Industrial Waste Inspector 1-15-2013

Estimate of Annual Industrial Waste (IW) Inspector Labor Cost for SRWS Home
Inspections in the SCV

Notes: Currently 9 Districts’ IW inspectors have volunteered to participate in the
inspection program. Additionally, the 4 supervising inspectors have agreed to participate.
It is anticipated that the inspections will be conducted twice monthly on Saturdays with
volunteer inspectors being required to participate on at least one of the Saturdays each
month. | anticipate that on average there will be 5 inspectors plus one Supervising
inspector working on any given Saturday. Each Saturday would consist of an
approximate 9-hour day from 0900 hours to 1830 hours including driving time to and
from the Santa Clarita Valley. Inspectors would be compensated at the overtime rate of
1.5 times their normal pay rate for work completed on Saturdays.

The current monthly base salary for an Inspector Il-step 5 is $7203. This salary includes
the 7% CalPERS employer paid member contribution. While not all inspectors are
compensated at the IWI 1I-step 5 rate, | will use the productivity rate of $46.78/hour
provided by IW Section Head Dave for the purpose of these calculations as it likely
represents a good approximation of the average rate being earned by inspectors who are
participating in this project.

Calculation

IW Inspector I1-Step 5 productive earning rate= $46.78/hour. Multiplying by the 0.4
factor to calculate the approximate cost of benefits = 0.4 x $46.78/hour = $18.71/hour.

Inspector overtime rate = 1.5 x $46.78/hour = $70.17/hour
Total hourly inspector labor cost = $18.71/hour + $70.17/hour = $88.88/hour

6 inspectors/day x 9 hours/day x 2 days/month x 12 months/year= 1296 hours/year

Total annual inspector labor cost = $88.88/hour x 1296 hours/year = $115,188.48





