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July 27, 2011 
 

Sent via U.S. Mail and Fax (760-353-3606) 
 
William S. Brunet, P.E., Public Works Director 
Imperial County Public Works Department  
155 South 11th Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 
Email: williambrunet@co.imperial.ca.us 
 
Cc: Codie Rowin, Administrative Analyst I 
Email: codierowin@co.imperial.ca.us 
Cc: Ed Delgado, Deputy Director of Public Works-Administration 
Email: eddelgado@co.imperial.ca.us 
 
Re: California Public Records Act Request: Seeley Sidewalks 
 
Dear Mr. Brunet, 
 

Thank you for your department’s timely response to my July 11 Public Records 
Act request. I’ve reviewed the documents provided in your responses dated July 15 and 
July 21, 2011. My client was very happy to learn more about the County’s plans in 
Seeley. Nevertheless, he and other residents of the community still have a number of 
serious concerns about the planning process, and potentially the design, of the planned 
projects that were not allayed by the documents provided to date.  

 
These concerns are based on experiences living in the community for decades, 

experiences which have given Mr. Arredondo and other residents an intimate and well-
founded understanding of how the community floods, where residents experience the 
greatest impacts of living without sidewalks, as well as about where and how the 
County’s previous sidewalks project in Seeley failed to live up to its full potential. For 
example, as constructed, because of the slope that typically exists in Seeley between 
sidewalks and streets, during the rainy season it’s often too difficult for residents to get 
from the street to the sidewalks. Thus, the sidewalks go unused and residents continue to 
walk in the streets in wet, dark and dangerous conditions despite the County’s investment 
in infrastructure.  

 
We would appreciate the opportunity to meet with your department in person to 

discuss these concerns with staff coordinating the current sidewalks project. We propose 
a short meeting, no more than half an hour, with Ms. Rowin either tomorrow or Friday this 
week. Please feel free to contact me at (760) 353-0220 ext. 308 if you have any 
questions or concerns. Thank you for your attention to this matter.  

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Juan Carlos Cancino 
Staff Attorney 
California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc. 
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October 5, 2011 
 

Sent via U.S. Mail and Fax (760-353-3606) 
 
John Gay, Deputy Director of Public Works – Engineering.  
Imperial County Public Works Department  
155 South 11th Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 
Email: johngay@co.imperial.ca.us 
 
Cc: William S. Brunet, P.E., Public Works Director 
Email: williambrunet@co.imperial.ca.us 
 
Cc: Codie Rowin, Administrative Analyst I 
Email: codierowin@co.imperial.ca.us 
 
Re: Seeley Sidewalks Meeting, 9/13/11 
 
Dear Mr. Gay, 
 

Thank you and your colleagues for meeting with us in Seeley. I 
understand from Lupe and Mr. Arredondo that the meeting was a success, and 
provided an excellent opportunity for you all to see and discuss the infrastructure 
and flooding issues that continue to plague Seeley. It meant a great deal to Mr. 
Arredondo both to discuss his experiences and views about these subjects with 
you all in person, and also to hear from you about past project decision-making 
and future plans for improving infrastructure in his community. He is committed 
to supporting your work, whether by petition, writing letters, or communicating 
directly with other local and state government officials and agencies. However, he 
also hopes and expects that together we can ensure greater community 
participation and information sharing in these projects. We look forward to 
working with your office to accomplish these initiatives.  

 
I understand that Lupe and Mr. Arredondo pointed out and described 

conditions in the community that create serious obstacles to the use of existing 
sidewalks. As you can now envision, when it rains in Seeley, the significant dirt 
slopes that exist between sidewalks and streets, especially at many intersections, 
create a serious impediment to the public’s use of sidewalks. This difficulty is 
compounded by flooding that occurs at these same intersections, and that requires 
descending a slippery dirt slope from sidewalk to street, wading through pools of 
water at both sides of the street, only to then have to ascend another slippery dirt 
slope to the opposite sidewalk.  

 



Seeley Sidewalks Meeting, 9/13/11 
September 21, 2011 
Page 2 of 2 
 

I understand that proper drainage would alleviate flooding, but even with proper drainage, the 
muddy slopes would remain a serious deterrent to the use of Seeley’s sidewalks. As you know, residents 
of Seeley often resort to walking in the streets on rainy days, and this creates a significant public safety 
hazard. We would appreciate a response from your offices about whether and how the difficulty presented 
by these slopes, again particularly at intersections, may be addressed in the nearer term. Other issues we 
would appreciate more information about are the logic behind the placement of existing sidewalks, and 
about what has happened or is happening with the area in the northwest of the community that appears to 
have undergone some abandoned development.   

 
Thank you for your consideration, as well as for your commitment to Imperial County and its 

many people. We look forward to keeping in touch.  
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Juan Carlos Cancino 
Staff Attorney 
California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc. 









be a third crosswalk at this location to give vehicles an indication of where they need 
to stop (limit line). 

Mr. Jorgenson said he will have a sign placed on Dogwood that says, "25 MPH when 
Children are Present". 

3. Traffic concerns at Seeley Elementary School. Cathy Denton of Seeley Union 
School District brought photographs that illustrate the drainage problem in Seeley and 
the damage it causes to the roads by the School. 

Ms. Denton also showed a picture of flooding at a crosswalk by the school. She said 
the school places wood plank walkways for the children to cross, but the water takes 
days to recede; the wooden walkways are often not long enough to alleviate the 
problem; and the walkways rot and disintegrate quickly. She believes it is a health 
and safety issue. Mrs. Denton also said that when parents are not able to drive their 
children to school when the flooding occurs, those children stay home, causing a 
financial hardship to the School District. 

Neil Jorgenson stated he believes Public Works is working on the drainage problems 
in Seeley. He said that he will meet with Mr. Brunet and point out the serious 
problems the poor drainage causes to the School. Neil said he will inform Mrs. 
Denton of the outcome of the meeting. 

Ms. Denton stated she also was going to request that Seeley School's'speed limit be 
changed to 15 MPH, but after hearing the discussion with Heber School she 
understands that the change would need to go through the Board of Supervisors. She 
will go back and inform her School Board. 

Ms. Denton also asked if a 4-way stop could be placed at the comer of Haskell and 
Rio Vista. There is currently a 2-way stop, with Haskell having the right of way. In 
addition she would like a 2-way stop at the corner of San Diego and Rio Vista. There 
are currently no stop signs at that intersection. 

Wes Boerner said he would recommend the 2-way stop at San Diego and Rio Vista, 
but would not recommend the change at the comer of Haskell and Rio Vista. 

4. Status of sidewalk projects in Seeley and Heber. Not discussed at this meeting, as 
Mr. Delgado was unavailable. - 

5. Traffic concerns from Salton City Area. Not discussed as Shirley Palmer was 
unable to attend the meeting. 
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