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Attachment 9 – Program Preferences

The Program Solicitation Package (PSP) for Round 2 IRWM Implementation Grants funded by Proposition 84 requires that Attachment 9 contain “a discussion on how the Proposal assists in meeting the Program Preference(s) described in Section II.F of the 2012 Guidelines. The discussion must identify the specific Program Preference(s) that the Proposal will meet; the certainty that the Proposal will meet the Program Preference(s); and the breadth and magnitude to which the Program Preferences will be met.”

The GWMA Integrated Multi-Benefit Regional Water Management Grant Proposal addresses four of the general Program Preferences listed in Section II.F of the 2012 Guidelines. Specifically, the Proposal includes regional projects or programs, effectively integrates water management programs and projects within three Watershed Management Areas of the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board, effectively integrates water management with land use planning, and addresses seven of the eight Statewide Priorities described in Table 1 of the 2012 Guidelines.

The Catch Basin Trash Inserts and Face Plate Screens Project is a regional project that builds upon a previous project that installed connector pipe screens (CPS units) and automatic retractable screens (ARS units) in several thousand catch basins that discharge to the Los Angeles River. This project adds CPS and/or ARS units to additional catch basins that discharge to the Los Angeles River and expands the project to the rest of the Gateway Region by installing units in catch basins that drain to the San Gabriel River, Coyote Creek, and the Los Cerritos Channel.

The proposal integrates water management programs and projects within the Gateway Region of the Los Angeles County portion of the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board Region (Los Angeles and Ventura Counties) by focusing on the lower portions of the Regional Water Board’s Los Angeles River Watershed Management Area and San Gabriel River Watershed Management Area and the entire Los Cerritos Channel and Alamitos Bay Watershed Management Area. The totality of these areas includes portions of sub-basins 4-11.03 and 4-11.04 of the South Coast Hydrologic Region and is almost coincident with the boundaries of the Gateway Water Management Authority. By working with its member cities and water agencies, the GWMA is assisting the cities with addressing the Watershed Management Program and Enhanced Watershed Management Program requirements of the new Los Angeles Municipal Stormwater permit that became effective December 28, 2012. This permit promotes greater integration of water management programs within the Region. The program begins the process of effectively integrating water management with land use planning by coordinating with park planners in the City of Lynwood to locate water quality and flood reduction facilities in a portion of a park site, since park sites are considered to be among the preferred sites for water quality improvement facilities (Fernwood Water Improvement Project). The proposal addresses Statewide Priorities discussed in Table 1 of the 2012 Guidelines in many ways discussed below. 
The table on page 3 of this attachment identifies the specific Statewide Priorities for the IRWM Grant Proposal addressed by each of the six projects in the proposal. 

Following is a discussion of which projects meet each of the Statewide Priorities described in Section II.F of the 2012 Guidelines and how each project meets the specific priority. The attachment concludes with a brief discussion of the certainty that the proposal will meet the Program Preferences and the Statewide Priorities.
Addressing Statewide Priorities

Drought Preparedness
Four of the six projects in the proposal will achieve one or more of the specified elements of drought preparedness. The Pico-Rivera Emergency Intertie Connection Project establishes an intertie between the City of Pico Rivera Water System, the Central Basin Municipal Water District and the Pico Water District to transfer water among the agencies when there is a need. Once completed, the project will continue an existing groundwater remediation project and significantly improve reliability of the city water system by adding storage capacity and providing assistance to neighboring agencies when they experience emergency demand needs. 

The second project addressing drought preparedness is the Signal Hill Advanced Groundwater Wellhead Treatment Facility. This project creates an opportunity to enhance local water supplies by converting an otherwise unusable groundwater source into a reliable “new” potable water source by constructing an advanced water treatment wellhead facility that will remove organic color from the water. It will result in the addition of approximately 1,450 acre-feet per year of local potable water, thus reducing the need to purchase a like amount of water each year from the Metropolitan Water District. 

The third project that addresses drought preparedness is the Central Basin Municipal Water District’s Disadvantaged Communities School Retrofit Program. This project will retrofit existing sanitary devices and external irrigation equipment at five middle schools located in five of the District’s 24 member cities. The project will promote water conservation, demonstrate and promote improved landscape irrigation practices, and achieve long-term reduction of water use. Upon completion of indoor and outdoor retrofits at the five middle schools, the project will achieve a long-term reduction in water use of an estimated 122.5 acre-feet per year. Additional long-term savings in water use will result from installation of more efficient toilets, showerheads, aerators, and irrigation systems by parents of students attending the middle schools and potentially by nearby businesses as a result of the educational and outreach components of the project.
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Attachment 9.   Program Preferences

The proposed projects within the Gateway Integrated Multi-Benefit Regional Water Management Grant Proposal assist in meeting the follow Program Preferences, as described in Section II.F of the 2012 Guidelines:

Program Preferences Table – GWMA Integrated Multi-Benefit Regional Water Management Grant Proposal
	Project Title
	Drought Prepared-ness
	Use and Reuse Water More Effi-ciently
	Climate Change Response Actions
	Expand Environ-mental Stewardship
	Practice Integrated Flood Manage-ment
	Protect Surface Water and Groundwater Quality
	Improved Tribal Water and Natural Resources
	Ensure Equitable Distribution of Benefits

	Pico Rivera Emergency Intertie Connection (1)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Signal Hill Advanced Groundwater Wellhead Treatment Facility (2)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Catch Basin Trash Inserts and Face Plate Screens (33)
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X

	Disadvantaged Communities School Retrofit Program (37)
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X

	Fernwood Water Improvement Project (39)
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	X

	Long Beach Graywater Program (62)
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X



The fourth project contributing to drought preparedness is the Long Beach Graywater Project, which will take graywater from laundry systems and create a usable source of non-potable water for landscape irrigation. The project will save a total of approximately 2.1 acre-feet per year of potable water at the 99 single-family and 9 multi-family residences involved in the program. It will also directly engage disadvantaged community residents in water conservation issues and solutions.
Use and Reuse Water More Efficiently
Three of the six projects in the proposal will achieve one or more of the specified elements of the Statewide Priority to use and reuse water more efficiently. The Disadvantaged Communities School Retrofit Program will increase urban water use efficiency and water conservation to help reduce future water demand. The conversion of sanitary devices at each of the five middle schools in the project will increase water use efficiency and save an estimated 5.3 acre-feet per year per school. The retrofitting of irrigation equipment to add weather-based controllers and rotating heads will save another 19.2 acre-feet per year and greatly reduce or eliminate stormwater runoff from the school sites. 
The Fernwood Water Treatment Project will greatly reduce urban runoff by capturing in a bioswale/infiltration basin system stormwater discharges from eight Caltrans storm drains on I-105 that currently dump water on the site. This project will capture and infiltrate or evapotranspirate an estimated 8.5 acre-feet per year of runoff from I-105 that currently flows across an adjacent park site and floods adjacent crosstown collector streets plus portions of two arterials and several local streets. Most of this runoff currently discharges through the regional storm drain system to the Los Angeles River and Compton Creek.
The Long Beach Graywater Program increases urban water use efficiency by installing “Laundry to Landscape” systems in 108 homes within disadvantaged community areas of Long Beach to allow graywater from laundry systems to be reused as a non-potable source of irrigation water for the homes. This project will result in a savings of about 2.1 acre-feet per year of potable water for the 108 residences and further demonstrate the potential for tremendous reduction in potable water use and water importation through widespread adoption of such practices. 
Climate Change Response Actions
Two of the six projects in the proposal will achieve one or more of the specified climate change response actions, primarily through water use efficiency and reuse of runoff. As noted above, the Disadvantaged Communities School Retrofit Project will increase urban water use efficiency and reduce future water demands. The conversion of sanitary devices at each of the five middle schools in the project will increase water use efficiency and save an estimated 5.3 acre-feet per year per school. The retrofitting of irrigation equipment to add weather-based controllers and rotating heads will save another 19.2 acre-feet per year. 
The Long Beach Graywater Program also increases urban water use efficiency by installing “Laundry to Landscape” systems in 108 homes within disadvantaged community areas of Long Beach to allow graywater from laundry systems to be reused as a non-potable source of irrigation water for the homes. This project will result in a savings of about 2.1 acre-feet per year on potable water.
Expand Environmental Stewardship
Three of the six projects in the proposal have components that practice, promote, improve, or expand environmental stewardship to protect and enhance the environment. The Disadvantaged Communities School Retrofit Project practices environmental stewardship by reducing the use of potable water on five middle school sites in the Central Basin Municipal Water District by increasing water use efficiency by converting toilets, urinals, faucet aerators and irrigation equipment to more efficient models and systems. It promotes environmental stewardship through use of the Conservation Connection curriculum supplement to introduce teachers and students to the importance of water and energy conservation and how their actions and the actions of their families impact water use and energy use and the environmental impacts associated with each. The program outreach to parents and staff is designed to further promote and expand environmental stewardship, primarily in disadvantaged communities.
The Long Beach Graywater Program also practices and promotes environmental stewardship by demonstrating and promoting the reuse of laundry graywater for residential irrigation, thus reducing the demand for potable water. This project will engage residents of disadvantaged communities in water conservation practices, which is an important element of environmental stewardship in a metropolitan area dependent on imported water to sustain itself.
The Fernwood Water Treatment Project also supports environmental stewardship through demonstration of a low impact development (LID) practice that will reduce local flooding and protect park features by capturing and infiltrating or evapo-transpirating stormwater discharges from I-105 that currently cause localized flooding in central Lynwood and the discharge of freeway pollutants to Compton Creek and the Los Angeles River through the regional storm drain system.
Practice Integrated Flood Management
One of the six projects in the proposal addresses one or more of the benefits listed under the Statewide Priorities for projects that promote and practice integrated flood management. The Fernwood Water Treatment project employs LID techniques to store and infiltrate or evapo-transpirate stormwater from the I-105 freeway while protecting groundwater by the biological update of plants in the bioswale and basin and by natural filtration in the soil matrix as the water slowly infiltrates to the water table approximately 33 to 35 feet below the ground surface. This project also provides improved flood protection from localized flooding by capturing the stormwater discharges from a two-hour continuous rain event that currently discharges across a park site and floods adjacent Fernwood Avenue and other nearby streets.
Protect Surface Water and Groundwater Quality
Two of the six projects in the proposal also protect surface water quality. The Catch Basin Trash Inserts and Face Plate Screens Project will protect surface water by keeping trash and debris greater than 5,000 microns in diameter out of the storm drain system and hence out of the receiving waters. Connector pipe screens (CPS units) and or automatic retractable screens (ARS units) will be installed in approximately 5,440 catch basins in thirteen Gateway cities discharging to the Los Angeles River, the San Gabriel River, Coyote Creek, and the Los Cerritos Channel. Preventing trash from entering the waterways improves water quality, protects wildlife, and enhances the recreational use of waterways. It also disrupts the transport of other pollutants that are carried by trash and debris to the receiving waters.
The second project that helps protect surface water quality is the Fernwood Water Treatment Project. As noted above, this project captures stormwater discharges from I-105 and prevents or greatly reduces the transport of highway pollutants, including metals and other toxic materials to Compton Creek and the Los Angeles River. This is very important because freeways receive direct discharges of pollutants from cars and trucks and function as impervious ribbon receptors of atmospheric deposition, which contains a variety of water pollutants.
Ensure Equitable Distribution of Benefits
All six of the projects in the proposal increase participation of small and/or disadvantaged communities in the IRWM process and four of the six projects directly consider affected disadvantaged communities and vulnerable populations. Five of the projects serve small to medium sized communities in the metropolitan Los Angeles area. Seven of the cities involved had 2010 populations of less than 50,000 (Artesia – 16,522; Bell Gardens – 42,072; Commerce – 12,823; Hawaiian Gardens – 14,254; Santa Fe Springs – 18,199; Signal Hill – 11,016; and Vernon 112). Seven more had 2010 populations between 50,000 and 100,000 (Bellflower – 76,616; Huntington Park – 58,114; Lakewood – 80,048; Lynwood – 69,772; Paramount – 54,098; Pico Rivera – 62,942; and South Gate – 94,396). Only three of the cities involved in the proposal had 2010 populations greater than 100,000 (Downey – 111,77, Long Beach – 462,257, and Norwalk – 105,549).
Four of the projects directly serve disadvantaged communities: the Catch Basin Trash Inserts and Face Plate Project, the Disadvantaged Communities School Retrofit Program, the Fernwood Water Improvement Project, and the Long Beach Graywater Program.
All of the thirteen cities involved in the Catch Basin Trash Inserts and Face Plate Screens Project include disadvantaged community areas and many of the screens are being installed in catch basins in these communities. Four of the five middle schools involved in the Disadvantaged Communities School Retrofit Project have been targeted because they serve disadvantaged communities. The Fernwood Water Improvement Project is in central Lynwood, which has been designated as a DAC place. The median household income (MHI) for the entire city qualifies it as a disadvantaged community. The Long Beach Graywater Program serves disadvantaged communities and is responsive to a need expressed by the disadvantaged communities. In the case of the Graywater Program, the DAC community responded well to an earlier pilot project and asked that the program be expanded. 
Certainty that the Proposal will meet the Program Preferences
The Gateway Water Management Agency is confident that the Proposal will meet the general Program Preferences and Statewide Priorities discussed in this attachment. The GWMA is aware that through the grant agreement the Authority – not the individual project proponents – will be responsible to assure timely completion of the projects. The Board has reviewed the projects contained in the Proposal and made clear to individual project proponents that they must properly complete their projects if they want to be considered for future IRWM grant proposals. Further, the GWMA is instituting a project tracking process to manage the projects, technically and financially.  
With respect to the breadth and magnitude to which program preferences will be met, GWMA expects that Program Preferences and Statewide Priorities described in this attachment will be fully met.  In order for GWMA to submit a strong application, each project recommended for inclusion was fully vetted to ensure that only viable, ready-to-go, cost-effective projects that help meet the Program Preferences and Statewide Priorities were selected for this regional application.  For this reason, we are very confident that this application, if awarded will help the State meet its goals and more locally, the Gateway region meet its watershed goals.
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