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Documentation of the Presence and Needs of a DAC 
 

The Inyo-Mono IRWM region contains a high proportion of disadvantaged communities.  

Through extensive outreach efforts, the Inyo-Mono RWMG and Program Office have come to 

understand that while each community is unique, the region’s DACs share several common 

problems:  limited access to resources, antiquated water infrastructure, undesirable water 

quality, among others.  This proposal aims to address some of these needs through four 

projects.  While not all four projects solely benefit DACs, they all involve and/or target, and will 

benefit, DACs in one way or the other.  The four projects included in this proposal, in order of 

ranking by the Inyo-Mono RWMG, are: 

 

1.  Big Pine Fire Protection Improvement Project (serves Big Pine Paiute Tribe – a DAC, and 

Big Pine Community Services District, which is not a DAC according to 2010 American 

Community Survey Median Household Income data but would likely qualify as a DAC if an 

income survey were completed for the CSD service area) 

 

2.  Amargosa Basin Water, Ecosystem Sustainability, and Disadvantaged Communities Project 

(serves the DACs of Tecopa and Shoshone, CA; the remainder of the region, which is largely 

unpopulated, is also considered disadvantaged according to ACS data; see table below) 

 

3.  Inyo County Disadvantaged Communities Meters Project (serves the three Inyo County 

DACs of Laws, Independence, and Lone Pine) 

 

4.  Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Basin Brackish Water Resources Study (the implementing 

agency, Indian Wells Valley Water District, serves a non-DAC [Ridgecrest], but the results of the 

study will benefit all water users in the basin, including three DACs – Inyokern, Pearsonville, 

and Searles Valley [comprised of the communities of Trona, Argus, Pioneer Point, Valley Wells, 

and West End]) 

 

Several analyses of the DAC status of all communities in the Inyo-Mono IRWM Region have 

been completed over the life of the program.  The most recent analysis used 2010 American 

Community Survey Median Household Income data to develop the most up-to-date list of DACs 

in the region.  This full analysis, along with a complete list of DACs in the region, can be found 

in Chapter 1 of the Inyo-Mono IRWM Phase II Plan.  The relevant data are shown below for the 

communities receiving benefits from the projects in this proposal. 

 

Community 2010 ACS 
Population 

2010 ACS Median 
Household 
Income 

DAC? 
(y/n) 

Notes 

Big Pine Paiute 
Tribe 

262 $43,214 Yes  

Big Pine CDP 1,682 $57,109 No CDP likely does not have the 
same boundaries of the Big 
Pine Community Services 
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Community 2010 ACS 
Population 

2010 ACS Median 
Household 
Income 

DAC? 
(y/n) 

Notes 

District service area; a 
targeted income survey would 
likely reveal Big Pine to be a 
DAC. 

Independence 551 $47,883 Yes  
Inyokern 1,676 $31,925 Yes Will benefit from the results of 

the Brackish Water Resources 
Study 

Laws 1,594 $35,278 Yes Laws is not part of a CDP; 
data are for Inyo County Block 
Group 1, Tract 100, of which 
Laws is a part 

Lone Pine 2,309 $40,176 Yes  
Pearsonville 5 No data Yes Although no MHI data are 

available, Pearsonville 
appears as a DAC on DWR’s 
DAC mapping tool; will benefit 
from the results of the Brackish 
Water Resources Study 

Searles Valley 2,088 $35,147 Yes Searles Valley is comprised of 
the communities of Trona, 
Argus, Pioneer Point, Valley 
Wells, and West End; will 
benefit from the results of the 
Brackish Water Resources 
Study 

Shoshone 33 $28,750 Yes  
Tecopa 101 $21,806 Yes The entire Amargosa River 

Basin, though sparsely 
populated, is part of Inyo 
County Block Group 1, Tract 
800 and is a DAC (population 
392, MHI $40,417) 
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Regional DAC Map 
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Critical DAC Water Supply and Water Quality Needs 
 

Below is a description of how each project addresses critical water supply and/or water quality 

needs of one or more DACs.  Also indicated are which projects are seeking a DAC funding 

match waiver. 

 

1.  Big Pine Fire Protection Improvement Project:  Currently, the Big Pine Paiute Tribe and 

town of Big Pine do not have adequate fire protection capacity.  This project serves to address a 

critical water supply need with respect to fire protection through the replacement and addition of 

fire hydrants in the two communities.  The majority (38) of the 43 hydrants being installed 

through this project will be installed on the Big Pine Indian reservation, which is an identified 

DAC (see above).  Only five hydrants will be installed in the Big Pine CSD service area.  A full 

DAC funding match waiver is being sought for the Big Pine Paiute Tribe portion of the project 

($54,932). 

 

2.  Amargosa Basin Water, Ecosystem Sustainability, and Disadvantaged Communities 

Project:  Among other things, this project seeks to better understand the groundwater 

resources that serve as water sources for the DACs of Shoshone and Tecopa.  This project 

builds on a study being conducted (through Round 1 Implementation funding) to determine the 

feasibility of treating groundwater resources near Tecopa.  This study will provide information on 

the quantity, quality, and seasonal variation in groundwater resources in the region.  No funding 

match waiver is being sought for this project. 

 

3.  Inyo County Disadvantaged Communities Meters Project:  This project is replacing all 

water meters in the Inyo County DACs of Laws, Independence, and Lone Pine.  All three water 

systems are in need of significant infrastructure upgrades.  Upgrading water meters addresses 

a critical water supply issue in the three communities.  Together with an earlier project that is 

addressing the SCADA systems of the three communities (a Round 1 Implementation project), 

this meters project is an early step in implementing major improvements in the systems.  Capital 

Improvement Plans for the systems are woefully underfunded.  This project is seeking a partial 

DAC funding match waiver.  Inyo County is matching $78,157, or 8.56%, of the total project cost 

of $913,433. 

 

4.  Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Basin Brackish Water Resources Study:  The 

implementing agency, Indian Wells Valley Water District, serves a non-DAC (Ridgecrest), but 

the results of the study will benefit all water users in the basin, including two DACs – Inyokern 

and Searles Valley (comprised of the communities of Trona, Argus, Pioneer Point, Valley Wells, 

and West End).  This project is addressing a critical issue throughout the basin:  the aquifer is 

being overdrafted, the high-quality groundwater is being used first, and the extent and quality of 

the brackish water resources within the aquifer are unknown.  This project will develop a better 

understanding of the nature of brackish water in the basin.  The results will be available to all 

water users in the basin, including the small DAC water systems in Inyokern and Searles Valley.  

No DAC funding match waiver is being sought for this project. 
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Letters of Support 
 

Attached to this document are six letters of support: 

 

1.  Letter from Shannon Romero, Big Pine Tribal Council Member, in support of the Big Pine 

Fire Protection Improvement Project. 

 

2.  Letter from Donna Lamm, Executive Director of the Amargosa Conservancy, in support of 

the Amargosa Basin Water, Ecosystem Sustainability, and Disadvantaged Communities Project. 

 

3.  Letter from Matt Kingsley, Fifth District Inyo County Supervisor, in support of the Inyo County 

Disadvantaged Communities Meters Project. 

 

4.  Letter from Kathleen New, President and CEP of the Lone Pine Chamber of Commerce, in 

support of the Inyo County Disadvantaged Communities Meters Project. 

 

5.  Letter from Arlene Grider, Clerk of the Independence Community Services District, in support 

of the Inyo County Disadvantaged Communities Meters Project. 

 

6.  Letter from George Batchelder, owner of G. Batchelder Enterprises, Inc., in support of the 

Inyo County Disadvantaged Communities Meters Project. 
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