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 Authorization and Eligibility Requirements 1
Filename: Att1_IG2_Eligible_1of1 

1.1 Authorizing Documentation 

Authorizing Documentation – The applicant must provide a resolution adopted by the applicant’s governing 
body designating an authorized representative to submit the application and execute an agreement with the 
State of California for an IRWM Implementation Grant. 

A copy of Mojave Water Agency Board Resolution No. 969-13 is presented below. 
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Figure 1-1 Mojave Water Agency Board Resolution No. 969-13 
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1.2 Eligible Applicant Documentation 

Eligible applicants are local agencies or non-profit organizations (Local Public Agency) 

1. Is the applicant a local public agency as defined in Appendix B of the 2012 Guidelines? Please 
explain. 

2. What is the statutory or other legal authority under which the applicant was formed and is authorized 
to operate? 

3. Does the applicant have legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the State of California? 
4. Describe any legal agreements among partner agencies and/or organizations that ensure performance 

of the Proposal and tracking of funds. 

 Local Agency 1.2.1

The Mojave Water Agency (MWA) is a Local Agency as defined in Section III of the 
guidelines.  The MWA was formed in 1959 by an act of the California legislature and was 
activated by a vote of the residents in 1960 to manage declining groundwater levels in the 
Mojave Basin Area, Lucerne Valley, and El Mirage Basin.  MWA was expanded to include 
the Johnson Valley and Morongo Basin areas, and today covers an area of over 4,900 square 
miles. The MWA Regional Water Management Group was accepted into the IRWM Grant 
Program through the 2009 Region Acceptance Process (RAP).   

The MWA has the legal authority to enter into grant agreements with the State of California.  
MWA serves as Watermaster for the Mojave Basin Area Judgment, and is the wholesaler for 
imported State Water Project (SWP) supplies.  MWA has a contractual relationship for 
serving the Morongo Basin area (including HDWD) with SWP supplies.  Grant funds will be 
administered through MWA and the Regional Water Management Group Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC). 

 Urban Water Management Planning Act Compliance 1.2.2

Urban water suppliers that will include funding from the proposed grant are:  

 Hi-Desert Water District 

The Hi-Desert Water District submitted a complete 2010 Urban Water Management Plan to 
DWR and has been verified as complete by DWR.   

The Hi-Desert Water District will submit an updated 2015 Urban Water Management Plans 
to DWR, to be verified by DWR as complete, prior to execution of a grant agreement.  

Victor Valley Wastewater Reclamation Authority is not currently an urban water supplier. 
When the proposed project is completed VVWRA will provide water for landscape irrigation 
as part of a municipal supply. However, the volume of water expected to be treated and 
supplied by both proposed treatment facilities is 2,240 afy and is less than the 3,000 afy (or 
3,000 connections) required for an urban water supplier to create an Urban Water 
Management Plan. 
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No additional water suppliers, including those that might meet the urban water supplier 
definition threshold for the first time, will receive funding through this grant application. 

 

 CWC 525 Compliance 1.2.3

Urban water suppliers that will include funding from the proposed grant are:  

 Hi-Desert Water District 

The Hi-Desert Water District is fully metered, and has provided self-certification documents 
for CWC Section 525 compliance, which are included in Attachment 11. 

Victor Valley Wastewater Reclamation Authority is not currently an urban water supplier. 
When the proposed project is completed VVWRA will provide water for landscape irrigation 
as part of a municipal supply. However, the volume of water expected to be treated and 
supplied by both proposed treatment facilities is 2,240 acre-feet per year and is less than the 
3,000 acre-feet per year (or 3,000 connections) required for an urban water supplier to create 
an Urban Water Management Plan. 

 AB 1420 Compliance 1.2.4

Urban water suppliers that will include funding from the proposed grant are:  

 Hi-Desert Water District 

The Hi-Desert Water district is AB 1420 and has provided self-certification documents, 
which are included in Attachment 11. 

 

Victor Valley Wastewater Reclamation Authority is not currently an urban water supplier. 
When the proposed project is completed VVWRA will provide water for landscape irrigation 
as part of a municipal supply. However, the volume of water expected to be treated and 
supplied by both proposed treatment facilities is 2,240 acre-feet per year and is less than the 
3,000 acre-feet per year (or 3,000 connections) required for an urban water supplier to 
comply with AB 1420. 

The Hi-Desert Water District   
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 GWMP Compliance 1.2.5

For groundwater projects or other projects that directly affect groundwater levels or quality, the applicant or 
the participating agency responsible for such projects must provide in Attachment 1 the following, as 
applicable: 

a) If the Proposal does not contain a groundwater project or other project that directly affect 
groundwater levels or quality, so indicate, and include in Attachment 1 the justification for such a 
conclusion.  

b) Identification of projects in the Proposal that involve any groundwater projects or other projects that 
directly affect groundwater levels or quality.  

c) The agency(ies) that will implement such project(s).  
d) The status of the applicable GWMP compliance option as described on pg. 18 of the PSP Guidelines. 

 

This application includes projects that involve groundwater management and groundwater 
infiltration, and will have positive groundwater impacts.  These projects and their 
implementing agencies are: 

 The Hi-Desert Water District Wastewater Treatment and Water Reclamation Project, 
which will treat wastewater from 5,500 connections, eliminate use of septic tanks, 
and reclaim and recharge the treated effluent into the groundwater basin. 

 The Victor Valley Wastewater Reclamation Authority Subregional Reclamation 
Project will treat wastewater to serve recycled water to customers in the City of 
Hesperia and the Town of Apple Valley. 

The Mojave Water Agency addresses all relative components of a Groundwater Management 
Plan (GWMP) in 2004 as required by California Water Code Sections 10750-10753.10, 
including relevant changes and additions required by AB 3030 and SB 1938, as well as 
components recommended by DWR in California’s Groundwater, Bulletin 118.3 The 
GWMP is fully integrated in the MWA IRWMP and meets the requirements of 
CWC §10753.7.   

Two basins are adjudicated within the MWA IRWM Region.  The applicant, participating 
agencies and projects fully conform to the requirements of these adjudications.  The applicant 
Mojave Water Agency serves as Watermaster for the Mojave Basin Area Judgment.  The 
participating agency Hi-Desert Water District serves as Watermaster for the Warren Basin 
Judgment. 

 

  

                                                 
3
 DWR, 2003. California’s Groundwater: Bulletin 118 Update 2003.  
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 Progress on Meeting Current IRWM Plan Standards 1.2.6

All applicants in the process of updating their IRWM Plan must complete the Overview of Selected IRWM Plan 
Standards in Table 1 and include it as part of Attachment 1, to demonstrate that its respective region will adopt 
an IRWM Plan that meets the IRWM Plan Standards contained in Appendix C of the 2012 Guidelines.  

Please keep responses to each standard in Table 1 to less than one page, 12-point font. Section II.B of this PSP 
presents two possible scenarios whereby projects within an IRWM Plan are eligible for Implementation Grant 
funding. If eligibility for this criterion is being established using an IRWM Plan that meets current plan 
standards as explained in the 2012 Guidelines that plan must be submitted as part of Attachment 1. If eligibility 
is being established using an IRWM Plan adopted prior to September 30, 2008 the Plan does not need to be 
submitted. 

Table 1-1 Status of Meeting Current IRWM Plan Standards 

Standard Specific Standard Questions Status/Response 
Governance	 Will	the	governance	structure	need	

to	be	altered	in	the	Updated	IRWM	
Plan	in	order	to	ensure	that	
balanced	access	and	opportunity	
for	participation	in	the	IRWM	effort	
is	provided?		

Yes.		We	will	be	specifically	inviting	land	use	
agencies	to	participate	as	stakeholders	in	the	
process	of	developing	the	IRWMP.		Consideration	
will	be	given	to	planned	land	uses	as	it	relates	to	
the	climate	change/greenhouse	evaluation,	to	the	
modeling	in	our	Salt/Nutrient	Management	Plan,	to	
Flood	Planning	and	Flood	Management,	and	
consideration	of	new	water	supply	or	groundwater	
recharge	projects	to	accommodate	new	land	uses.		
Additionally,	water	use	projections	will	
incorporate	the	latest	growth	projection	data	
produced	by	San	Bernardino	Association	of	
Governments	which	incorporates	the	land	and	
population	data	provided	by	the	cities	and	the	
county.		

Region	
Description	

Has	the	regional	description	
changed	significantly	from	the	
current	IRWM	Plan?	

	No.	The	region	boundaries	are	the	same.		Basic	
land	and	water	uses	are	the	same.	

Objectives	 Will	your	objectives	change	from	
those	in	the	current	IRWM	Plan?	If	
so,	how?	

The	RWMG	will	evaluate	the	current	objectives	
and	consider	modifying	or	updating	
them.		Consideration	will	be	given	to	the	IRWM	
guidelines,	which	state	the	objectives	should	
address	the	water‐related	issues	and	conflicts	in	
the	region,	should	be	measurable	by	some	means,	
and	should	be	prioritized	unless	there	is	a	reason	
not	to	do	so.	

Resource	
Management	
Strategies	

Will	the	Updated	IRWM	Plan	
consider	the	resource	management	
strategies	from	the	California	
Water	Plan,	Update	2009?	

Yes. The	Work	Plan	for	the	IRWMP	update	
includes	consideration	of	the	resource	
management	strategies	(RMS).		The	RMS	will	be	
reviewed	and	considered	when	identifying	
potential	projects	to	be	included	in	the	IRWMP	
update.	

Integration	 Will	the	process	used	in	the	
Updated	IRWM	Plan	allow,	
encourage,	and	actively	pursue	
integration	in	both	the	planning	
process	and	project	formulation	
and	implementation?		

The	project	review	process	will	occur	primarily	
with	the	Technical	Advisory	Committee	(TAC)	to	
MWA.		This	is	a	stakeholder	group	that	is	open	to	
the	public	and	all	interested	stakeholders	have	
been	invited	to	come	to	these	meetings.		All	project	
ideas	will	be	discussed	during	the	TAC	
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Standard Specific Standard Questions Status/Response 
meetings. Early	in	the	process	our	facilitator	will	
work	with	the	group	to	identify	overlapping	needs	
and	project	alternatives.		We	anticipate	a	high	level	
of	integration	will	occur	through	this	process.	

Project	
Review	
Process	

Will	the	project	review	process	
consider	climate	change	
vulnerabilities	and	greenhouse	gas	
emissions	(for	both	construction	
and	operation)?	

The	U.S.	Bureau	of	Reclamation	will	be	preparing	a	
Climate	Change	assessment	which	will	include	an	
evaluation	of	the	CC	vulnerabilities	and	
greenhouse	gas	emissions	of	project	alternatives	
identified	by	the	stakeholder	group.		CC	
vulnerability/GHG	emissions	will	be	considered	
when	evaluating	and	prioritizing	project	
alternatives.	

Technical	
Analysis	

Have	any	data	gaps	been	identified	
and	how	will	the	Updated	IRWM	
Plan	help	fill	the	gaps?	

	Data	gaps	have	not	been	identified	at	this	time.		

Relation	to	
Local	Water	
Use	Planning	

Will	changes	to	the	existing	IRWM	
Plan	be	needed	in	order	to	improve	
coordination	with	local	water	use	
planning	efforts?	

A	great	deal	of	coordination	already	occurs	
between	the	RWMG	and	other	local	water	planning	
efforts.		During	the	2010	Urban	Water	
Management	Planning	update	process,	MWA’s	
UWMP	was	developed	in	a	collaborative	manner	
with	the	other	water	planning	
agencies.		Agreement	was	reached	on	how	regional	
water	supply	and	demand	forecasts	would	be	
developed,	and	those	methodologies	were	carried	
through	the	retailers’	UWMPs.		The	information	
compiled	during	the	2010	UWMP	development	will	
be	used	as	a	base			

Relation	to	
Local	Land	
Use	Planning	

Will	changes	to	the	existing	IRWM	
Plan	be	needed	in	order	to	improve	
coordination	with	land	use	
planning	efforts?	

Yes. We	will	be	specifically	inviting	land	use	
agencies	to	participate	as	stakeholders	in	the	
process	of	developing	the	IRWMP.		Consideration	
will	be	given	to	planned	land	uses	as	it	relates	to	
the	climate	change/greenhouse	evaluation,	to	the	
modeling	in	our	Salt/Nutrient	Management	Plan,	to	
Flood	Planning	and	Flood	Management,	and	
consideration	of	new	water	supply	or	groundwater	
recharge	projects	to	accommodate	new	land	
uses.		Additionally,	water	use	projections	will	
incorporate	the	latest	growth	projection	data	
produced	by	San	Bernardino	Association	of	
Governments	which	incorporates	the	land	and	
population	data	provided	by	the	cities	and	the	
county.	

Stakeholder	
Involvement	

Will	changes	or	improvements	to	
the	stakeholder	involvement	
process	be	needed	to	ensure	
effective	stakeholder	participation?	

Yes.		Our	stakeholder	outreach	efforts	have	been	
bolstered	significantly	for	this	IRWMP	update.		We	
will	be	inviting	representatives	from	all	of	the	
stakeholder	groups	listed	on	page	22	of	the	IRWM	
Guidelines.		Additionally,	we	are	directing	
resources	to	our	DAC	outreach	efforts,	which	has	
included	discussions	with	community	
organizations	that	serve	DACs,	identifying	the	
needs	of	water	systems	that	serve	DACs.		We	will	
be	holding	several	public	outreach	meetings	
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Standard Specific Standard Questions Status/Response 
throughout	the	region,	with	particular	attention	
given	to	making	sure	DAC	members	attend	and	
provide	input.		Members	of	the	public	will	also	be	
able	to	provide	input	via	our	IRWMP	website	at	
mywaterplan.com.			

Coordination	 Has	the	RWMG	identified	a	need	for	
changes/improvements	to	the	
ongoing	coordination	efforts?	

The	RWMG	has	begun	coordination	meetings	with	
neighboring	IRWM	regions.		As	of	this	date,	we	
have	held	several	coordination	meetings	with	
IRWM	regions	in	both	the	Lahontan	and	Colorado	
River	regions.		We	plan	to	continue	these	meetings	
as	we	develop	the	update	to	the	IRWMP.	

Climate	
Change	

Will	the	Updated	IRWM	Plan	
contain:	

MWA	has	partnered	with	US	Bureau	of	
Reclamation	to	prepare	a	Climate	Change	
assessment	that	will	address	all	required	CC	
elements	for	IRWMPs.		The	work	that	is	being	
prepared	by	USBR	will	include	a	CC	vulnerability	
assessment,	list	of	prioritized	vulnerabilities,	and	
data	gathering/analyzing	plan.		Additionally,	the	
USBR	scope	includes	an	inventory	of	greenhouse	
gas	emissions	of	current	and	planned	water	supply	
projects	and	an	evaluation	of	CC	impacts	to	flood	
management.	

		 							A	climate	change	vulnerability	
assessment	of	the	IRWM	region	
that	is	at	least	equivalent	to	the	
qualitative	check	list	assessment	in	
the	Climate	Change	Handbook	for	
Regional	Water	Planning	
(Handbook)	?	

		          A	list	of	prioritized	
vulnerabilities	derived	from	the	
vulnerability	assessment	and	the	
IRWM’s	decision	making	process?

		          A	plan,	program,	or	
methodology	for	further	data	
gathering/analyzing	of	the	
prioritized	vulnerabilities?	

 
 

 Consistency with an Adopted IRWM Plan 1.2.7

Consistency with the adopted IRWM Plan means either the project is included as an implementation project in 
the IRWM Plan, or the project has been added to the IRWM Plan after adoption, but in accordance with the 
procedures in the adopted IRWM Plan. In Attachment 1, the applicant must provide a listing of projects 
proposed for funding and how those projects are consistent with the adopted IRWM Plan. In cases where the 
project has been added post adoption, please discuss how the addition of the project(s) was consistent with the 
procedures established in the adopted IRWM Plan. Applicant must provide documentation indicating that 
project(s) added post adoption were vetted by the IRWM group. Meeting minutes and/or project approval 
letters from the IRWM group are considered acceptable documentation for submittal.  

The two projects included in this application were identified and prioritized in the 2004 
MWA IRWM Plan4. 

 Hi-Desert Water District Wastewater Treatment and Water Reclamation Project  
(RWMP p. 9-265) 

                                                 
4
 MWA, 2004 Regional Water Management Plan Update, Chapter 9 (included in this application as Att2_IG2_Adopt_2of2. 
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 Victor Valley Wastewater Reclamation Authority Subregional Reclamation Project 
(RWMP p. 9-25) 

Both projects will treat wastewater effluent water for reuse.  HDWD will also use the water 
for groundwater recharge purposes, and VVWRA will serve irrigation, commercial, and 
industrial customers, with excess effluent discharged to percolation ponds.  Groundwater 
aquifers in both areas have been overdrafted and are supplemented with imported water from 
the State Water Project (SWP).  Recycling and reuse will improve water quality and reduce 
the need for imported supplies. 

Groundwater aquifers in the Warren Valley (HDWD area) are currently being contaminated 
with nitrates from the widespread leaching of septic systems; recharging aquifers with high-
quality, tertiary treated water will benefit the groundwater quality. 

Water supply costs in the VVWRA area will be considerably less when supplied from treated 
wastewater that water if water was purchased from the SWP.  Every acre-foot of reclaimed 
water reclaimed to serve appropriate uses will eliminate the need for the importation of an 
acre-foot of SWP water. 

Attachment 7 and Attachment 8 discuss these items in further detail. 
 

Table 1-2 IRWMP Objectives Addressed by Proposed Projects 

Project No. and Title 

IRWMP Objectives  

Water 
Supply 

Reliability 

Ground-
water 
Levels 

Ground-
water 

Quality 

Water 
Supply 
Costs 

Environ-
mental 

Resources 

Flood 
Control 

1	 HDWD	Wastewater	
Treatment	and	Water	
Reclamation	Project	

	 	 	 	 	 	

2	 VVWRA	Subregional	
Reclamation	Project	 	 	

	
	

	
	

 
 

  

                                                                                                                                                       
5
 Listed in the IRWMP as “Local Wastewater Treatment Plant (Yucca Valley)” 
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Figure 1-2 City of Adelanto Letter of Support
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Figure 1-3 Town of Apple Valley Letter of Support
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Figure 1-4 Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency Letter of Support
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Figure 1-5 City of Hesperia Letter of Support
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Figure 1-6 Joshua Basin Water District Letter of Support
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Figure 1-7 Mojave Water Agency Letter of Support
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Figure 1-8 San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors Letter of Support
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Figure 1-9 Senator Emmerson Letter of Support
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Figure 1-10 California Legislature Letter of Support
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Figure 1-11 Mojave Water Agency Technical Advisory Committee Letter of Support
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Figure 1-12 Town of Yucca Valley City Manager Letter of Support
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Figure 1-13 Town of Yucca Valley Town Council Letter of Support 

 


