
SOLANO COUNTY WATER AGENCY 

810 Vaca Valley Parkway, Suite 203, Vacaville, CA 95688 
(707) 451-6090, FAX (707) 451-6099 

 
March 27, 2013 
 
 
California Department of Water Resources 
Division of Integrated Regional Water Management 
Financial Assistance Branch 
Attention: Zaffar Eusuff 
901 P Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE:  Attachment 1-Local Public Agency-Westside IRWMP Implementation Grant 

Application 
 
Mr. Eusuff, 
 
Pursuant to Attachment 1, the Solano County Water Agency (SCWA) is a Special District. 
SCWA was created by the California State Legislature through Chapter 573 of the 1989 
Statutes of the State of California that enacts the Solano County Water Agency Act. 
 
SCWA has the authority to enter into contracts and grant agreements as described in 
the Solano County Water Agency Act (Part 4. Powers and Purposes). 
 
SCWA, Colusa County Resource Conservation District, Lake County Watershed 
Protection District, Napa County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, and 
Water Resources Association of Yolo County signed an MOU in September of 2010 to 
develop the Westside IRWMP. Each of the above mentioned entities, except Colusa 
Resource Conservation District, are signing a new MOU for implementation of the 
IRWMP in April or May of 2013. The new MOU will track goals, objectives, and funds, as 
detailed in the IRWMP. 
 
GWMP Compliance 
 
Two of the projects included in the grant application for the Westside IRWMP directly 
affects groundwater levels or quality beneficially (Abandoned Well Incentive Program 
and WDCWA Portion of the Sacramento River Joint Intake Project).  



 

 

 
The Yolo County Flood Control & Water Conservation District (YCFCWCD) will be the 
implementing agency for this project. YCFCWCD is up to date with their Groundwater 
Management Plan; the ordinance (No. 1-2006) that their Governing Board adopted it is 
attached in their project packet. 
 
The Woodland-Davis Clean Water Agency portion of the Sacramento River Joint Intake 
Project will have a positive affect on groundwater levels and quality in that it will 
decrease pumping of groundwater by the Cities of Woodland and Davis and improve 
conditions for regional agricultural groundwater users. Both the Cities of Davis and 
Woodland are up to date with their Groundwater Management Plans. 
 
SCWA will also be preparing a GWMP within a year as the CASGEM Monitoring Entity for 
Solano County. 
 
The summaries of all projects are included in this application (Attachment 3) and clearly 
indicate no direct affect to groundwater levels or quality (other than mentioned above). 
 
Progress on Meeting Current IRWM Plan Standards (draft sections of the Westside 
IRWMP are located at: westsideirwm.com) 
 
Table 1- Overview of Selected IRWM Plan Standards 
 
Standard   Specific Standard Question 
 
Governance Will the governance structure need to be altered in the 

Updated IRWM Plan in order to ensure that balanced 
access and opportunity for participation in IRWM effort is 
provided? 

 
No, this is a completely new IRWMP, developed to 
Proposition 84 standards-The governance structure is 
balanced, transparent, and allows for ample 
opportunities for stakeholders to provide input (Section 
10). 

 
Region Description Has the regional description changed from those in the 

current IRWM Plan?  
 

No, this is a completely new IRWMP, developed to 
Proposition 84 standards-The regional description 
characterizes the newly formed Westside Subregion, it is 
large, diverse, and has evolved to reflect the key natural  
 



 

 

resources since the mid-1800’s (Section 2). Some 
important historical decisions and practices factor into 
the challenges people now face in trying to manage the 
Region’s water and environmental resources. 

 
Objectives Will your objectives change from those in the current 

IRWM Plan? If so, how? 
 

No, this is a completely new IRWMP, developed to 
Proposition 84 standards-The goals and objectives 
presented in Section 6 represent the foundational intent 
of the Plan. Formulating meaningful and relevant goals 
and objectives for the Westside Region required more 
collaboration and collective interaction than any other 
section of the Plan. Developing the goals and objectives 
took place over an 11 month period with about 15 
conversations among various combinations of the 
Coordinating Committee, stakeholders, and the 
consultant team. The draft goals and objectives were 
circulated for review and comment to the stakeholders 
five (5) times to allow for thorough consideration and 
refining of what ultimately sets the direction of the Plan. 

 
Resource Management  Will the updated IRWM Plan consider the resource 
Strategies management strategies from the California Water Plan, 

Update 2009? 
 

Yes, we have incorporated the RMS management 
outcomes, Reduce Water Demand, Improve Operational 
Efficiency and Transfers, Increase Water Supply, Improve 
Water Quality, Improve Flood Management, and Practice 
Resource Stewardship into the IRWMP. RMS that are 
applicable to implementation of the Plan are those which 
align with the major water related challenges and 
opportunities summarized in Section 5 and contribute to 
achieving the Plan goals and objectives (Section 6). For 
each Plan objective, the RMS that could assist in meeting 
the objective identified and their applicability to the 
Region are discussed in Section 7. 

 
Integration Will the process used in the Updated IRWM Plan allow, 

encourage, and actively pursue integration in both the  
 

 



 

 

planning process and project formulation and 
implementation? 

 
Yes, we have had very open and integrated process in 
both developing the IRWMP (Section 1) and with project 
formulation (Section 8). We have had multiple 
stakeholder meetings, in multiple locations, with web 
and videoconference capabilities, all decisions are made 
with broad facilitated agreement. The same process will 
be utilized though the implementation phase of the 
IRWMP (Section 10). 

 
Project Review Will the project review process consider climate change 

vulnerabilities and greenhouse gas emissions (for both 
construction and operation)? 

 
Yes, vulnerability to Climate Change is discussed in 
Section 3.5 of the IRWMP. The detailed Climate Change 
Vulnerability Assessment Checklist will be in an appendix 
(currently Appendix C.7). 

 
Technical Analysis Have any data gaps been identified and how will the 

Updated IRWM Plan help fill the gaps? 
 

Plan development included compilation and analysis of 
technical data and identified data gaps in the preparation 
of the water balance, flood management, water quality, 
and ecosystem data discussed in Section 3-Water 
Management Systems. Additional data gaps related to 
documenting, implementing, and monitoring IRWM Plan 
objectives are described in Section 10-Plan 
Implementation Framework. One of the key elements of 
Plan implementation is to identify and gather the 
information necessary to describe whether the IRWMP 
objectives are being met. While not all data gaps can be 
resolved with current resources, Plan implementation 
will include provisions to address and resolve 
information needs in the Region. 

 
Relation to Local   Will changes to the existing IRWM Plan be needed in order 
Water Use Planning to improve coordination with local water use planning 

efforts? 
 



 

 

No, this is a completely new IRWM Plan, developed to 
Proposition 84 standards-The Westside IRWMP does not 
replace or supersede local Water Use Planning, but 
rather incorporates and strengthens local planning 
efforts and results. Section 4.1 describes how the Plan 
incorporates its water management planning and 
implementation activities with local resource 
management planning activities. 

 
Relation to Local Land  Will changes to the Existing IRWM Plan be needed in order 
Use Planning to improve coordination with local land use planning 

efforts? 
 

No, this is a completely new IRWM Plan, developed to 
Proposition 84 standards-Land Use decisions and 
planning often have a direct influence on water 
management actions. Even with state policies that 
attempt to link land use decisions and water 
management decisions, such as Senate Bill 221 and 
Senate Bill 610 requiring Water Supply Assessments for 
developments over 500 units, collaboration among land 
use managers and water managers remains a challenge. 
Section 4.2 of the Plan considers the current land use 
management structure, characterizes the current 
relationship between land use planners and water 
managers, and identifies additional opportunities for 
collaboration between the RWMG and land use planners. 

 
Stakeholder    Will changes or improvements to the stakeholder  
Involvement involvement process be needed to ensure effective 

stakeholder participation? 
 

No, this is a completely new IRWM Plan, developed to 
Proposition 84 standards-The process for this IRWM Plan 
included extensive stakeholder outreach to help ensure 
that the Plan reflects the water-related needs of the 
entire Region, promotes the formulation of regional 
partnerships, and encourages increased coordination 
with state and federal agencies, all decisions have been 
made with a broad facilitated agreement (Section 1.2). 

 
Coordination Has the RWMG identified a need for change/ 

improvements to the ongoing coordination efforts? 
 



 

 

No, this is a completely new IRWM Plan, developed to 
Proposition 84 standards-The RWMG acknowledged early 
on that agencies and planning jurisdictions must work 
closely together to foster the delivery of clean reliable 
water, improve protection of people and structures from 
flood damage, and protect aquatic species and riparian 
habitats throughout the Region (Section 1.2). The process 
for this Plan included extensive stakeholder outreach to 
help ensure that the Plan reflects the water-related 
needs of the entire Region, promotes the formation of 
regional partnerships, and encourages increased 
coordination with all stakeholders. 

 
Climate Change  Will the Updated IRWM Plan contain: 
 

A climate change vulnerability assessment of the IRWM 
region that is at least equivalent to the qualitative check 
list assessment in the Climate Change Handbook for 
Regional Water Planning (Handbook)? 

 
Yes, vulnerability to Climate Change is discussed in 
Section 3.5 of the IRWMP-Vulnerability to Climate 
Change. The detailed Climate Change Vulnerability 
Assessment Checklist will be in the appendix (currently 
Appendix C.7). 

 
A list of prioritized vulnerabilities derived from the 
vulnerability assessment and the IRWM’s decision making 
process? 

 
Yes, we have prioritized vulnerabilities based on their 
linkage to the Plan Objectives and will include a list in 
Section 6-Goals and Objectives. 

 
A plan, program, or methodology for further data 
gathering/analyzing of the prioritized vulnerabilities? 

 
Yes, Climate Change project number 134 (currently listed 
as sponsored by the RWMG) is included in the Plan 
implementation projects list. 

 
 
 
 














