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Include regional projects or programs (CWC §10544)
The proposal work plan specifically increases region-wide project development and integration (see Task 9).  Further, tasks to ensure interregional cooperation with adjacent IRWMP regions are also included (see Task 2).  The work plan was directly proposes that stakeholders within the region collaborate to ensure that the plan and projects implementing the plan respond to priorities that are not only local, but also regional in nature.  

Effectively integrate water management programs and projects within a hydrologic region identified in the California Water Plan; the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) region or subdivision; or other region or sub-region specifically identified by DWR
The interregional outreach and coordination will result in both programs and projects which are consistent with the California Water Plan Sacramento Hydrologic Region, through coordinated outreach.  The RWMG has been participating in the Sacramento Regional Funding area group since 2007, focusing on collaboration identifying water issues and potential joint projects with both adjacent and regional IRWMP regions.  This forum also provides the ability to coordinate within and across RWQCB Regions on significant shared water issues and conflicts.  The work plan includes activities specifically focused on creating the collaborative structure that will enable resolution of water-related conflicts within the Yuba IRWM Region that are shared with boundary regions (see Task 2).  Further, as stated above, the Sacramento Region Funding Area Work Group has already begun discussions focusing on resolving any inter-IRWM water management conflicts or issues.  Conversations on topical issues such as mercury contamination, fisheries, conjunctive use, and upper watershed management, flood management, and other issues are already being discussed in this venue.

Effectively resolve significant water-related conflicts within or between regions.
Since 2008, the Yuba RWMG has actively participated in the Sacramento Region Funding Area Work Group.  A key focus of this group is identifying and developing strategies for resolving water management conflicts between the regions.  The Yuba RWMG staff routinely communicate with staff and consultants of those immediately adjacent to the Yuba Region.  Using a systematic outreach strategy, the group has already identified issues (mentioned above), which have served as the basis for regional collaboration.

Contribute to attainment of one or more of the objectives of the CALFED Bay-Delta Program.
Water Quality: The existing Yuba IRWMP includes specific language in objectives aimed at improving water quality in the region.  The work plan contemplates expanding and deepening this discussion to ensure that all regional activities which seriously affect water quality will be identified and wherever feasible, projects developed to address identified issues.

Water Supply: The existing Yuba IRWMP and objectives have already identified options for increasing the efficiency and flexibility of their supply and demand management.  Activities contemplated in the update will further evaluate opportunities to conserve and to use water more efficiently, as well as maximize local supply (e.g.: evaluation of projects to reduce reliance on ground water supplies via increased use of surface water).

Ecosystem Restoration: Again, the existing Yuba IRWMP has identified a variety of possible habitat and ecosystem function projects and this proposal will result in additional evaluation of opportunities to enhance environmental resources and ecosystem function.  The work plan specifically includes collaboration with adjacent IRWM areas, both upstream and downstream, to assure a collaborative approach for the entire watershed.

Levee Integrity: Finally, the existing IRWMP provides substantive evaluation of a wide variety of flood control and levee integrity and strengthening, while balancing habitat needs.  The Yuba Region, especially in the Central Valley, has a high flood risk, and so levee integrity, and collaborative planning around levee and other flood risk management activities, is of high priority.  The region has a strong history of collaborative management on this issue.

Both the existing plan and the proposed update activity specifically included consideration of all four CALFED objective areas, with the intent of establishing specific objectives and developing projects which will both qualitatively and quantitatively address these objectives.  

Address critical water supply or water quality needs of disadvantaged communities within the region.
The existing Regional Water Management Group already includes representatives of a majority of the disadvantaged communities in the region.  Specifically, the work plan includes outreach efforts and recruitment of the remaining identified DACs.  In addition, targeted project development efforts are specifically identified in the proposal to ensure that the DACs have support capacity to develop competitive water management projects and programs.  

The work plan accommodates DAC staff and scheduling constraints by allowing for a variety of options for involvement and participation.  Meetings in-person, issue-specific work groups, and conference calls will allow DACs to maximize participation, even with limited resources.  

Effectively integrate water management with land use planning
As required by the guidelines, the work plan includes specific tasks aimed at evaluating and improving the integration of the land use planning and water management within the region.  Existing RWMG membership already includes the key stakeholders with responsibility for both land use planning and water management.

In addition, the work plan integrates the use of the WEAP model as a collection point for land use, water management, ecosystem requirement, and recreational planning.  The use of this tool will enable the region to plan from an integrated platform, including climate considerations as the region moves forward.

For eligible SWFM funding, projects which: a) are not receiving State funding for flood control or flood prevention projects pursuant to PRC §5096.824 or §75034 or b) provide multiple benefits, including, but not limited to, water quality improvements, ecosystem benefits, reduction of instream erosion and sedimentation, and groundwater recharge.
Because the Yuba RWMG is actively involved in flood management and levee protection across their region, studies and evaluations which support that short- and long-term flood management have already been integrated into the existing IRWMP and will also be addressed in the proposed update (see Task 8, local water and land use planning).

Address Statewide priorities (see table below)
Drought Preparedness: There are three water management entities within the Region that are Urban Water Agencies and prepare UWMPs every five years.  These agencies have each addressed drought preparedness in their UWMP updates in the last year.  

In addition, the Region has aggressively pursued water management strategies which prepare the region for both low-flow and critical low-flow events and/or longer periods of drought.  The organizations have addressed irrigation efficiency, conjunctive use, water conservation, and efficient ground water management as part of their own and the IRWMP management strategy.   These efforts will be strengthened in this plan update process, and will further integrate the variety of players active on each of these issues.

Use and Reuse Water More Efficiently: The existing IRWMP already includes water use efficiency projects and objectives and the existing proposal also includes activities which seek to particularly support DACs in the development of projects which will increase their capacity to use water with a high level of efficiency.  The work plan will maximize the existing LID efforts of regional stakeholders by integrating these efforts into the IRWMP update.

Climate Change Response Actions: The Yuba Region is proposing the consideration of in-place analysis, data, and information for this IRWMP Update.  Because of the location of the region (adjacent to federal water projects, Central Valley-centric, and with substantial public land in the upper watershed), there have been significant efforts on both a State and federal level to analyze the climate projections for the region.  This proposal will integrate all of that data through a collection and analysis process, and will make use of stakeholder knowledge to examine the output and, using the State guidebook, assess regional vulnerabilities. 

Expand Environmental Stewardship: A particular focus of this proposal and update process will be expanded outreach to constituents whose priority is the effective protection and enhancement of the environmental resources in the region.  The existing plan already includes projects aimed at floodplain, watershed, and ecosystem function and project development activities proposed in this update will build on those existing coordinated efforts and projects.  The long term sustainability of Yuba River anadromous fish, for example, has been the subject of long term coordination between the Yuba Region and CABY stakeholders, and these efforts and similar efforts will continue as part of the update process.  

Practice Integrated Flood Management: Agencies and organizations within the project area have a long-standing history of flood management activities.  The existing IRWMP and update process both focus on enhancing and strengthening the collaborative and integrated approach to flood management via both project development and development of long term planning through collaborative discussion.

Protect Surface Water and Groundwater Quality: The activities and projects which resulted from development of the initial IRWMP for the Yuba Region included substantive evaluation, objective development, and project development to address both surface and groundwater quality.  The work plan for the IRWMP update proposes extending and refining the strategies, techniques, and projects aimed at both restoring and sustaining short- and long-term water quality across the region.  

Improve Tribal Water and Natural Resources: A specific component of the update proposal includes systematic outreach to local tribal communities to support their involvement in the RWMG, issue identification, development of objectives, and development of projects which benefit either tribal communities or resources of identified tribal concern (see Tasks 2 and 3).

Ensure Equitable Distribution of Benefits: The previous RWMG included representatives of most of the DACs in the region.  Additional recruitment activities are included in the update/work plan.  A specific task within the work plan is focused on the recruitment of DACs and provision of substantive technical support to expand their capacity to participate in decision-making and, as importantly, to identify and develop infrastructure and natural resource projects directly benefiting their population.  For more information on how this work plan assures equitability, see Tasks 2 and 3, as well as Task 9 (project development).

