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Glossary 

Acre-foot Enough water to cover an acre of land 1 foot deep (325,851 gallons) 

Affordable Economically feasible for the designated use. 

Alien Species Any species, including its seeds, eggs, spores, or other biological material capable of 
propagating that species, found in a particular ecosystem, that is not native to that 
ecosystem. 

California Native 
American Tribe 

All indigenous communities of California, including those that are non-federally 
recognized and federally recognized. 

Central Valley 
Project (CVP) 

California’s largest water supplier, owned and operated by the US Bureau of 
Reclamation, delivering on average over 7 million acre-feet per year, mostly for 
agricultural use. For more information visit: http://aquafornia.com/where-does-
californias-water-come-from/the-central-valley-project. 
(Source: Water Education Foundation’s Aquafornia website). 

Conjunctive 
Management 

Coordinating operation and monitoring of surface water and groundwater supplies to 
meet defined objectives. 

Conjunctive Use Using a combination of surface water and groundwater supplies to meet water 
demands. 

Ecosystem Relationship between organisms and their environment. 

Ecosystem 
Improvement 

Enhancement to an ecosystem that has been degraded, damaged, or destroyed. 

Evapotranspiration Loss of water from the soil both by evaporation and by transpiration from the plants 
growing thereon.  
(Source:  www.merriam-webster.com) 

Federal Emergency 
Management 
Agency (FEMA) 

The federal agency administering the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and 
disaster planning and recovery programs. FEMA works closely with states and 
communities and provides financial and technical assistance and flood hazard maps 
and data to better manage floodplains. For more information visit: 
http://www.fema.gov/hazard/flood/index.shtm 
(Source: Water Education Foundation’s Aquafornia website). 

Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps (FIRMs) 

The official map of a community on which FEMA has delineated both the special 
hazard areas and the risk premium zones applicable to the community. For more 
information visit: http://www.fema.gov/hazard/map/firm.shtm. 

Floodplain Any land area susceptible to being inundated by water from any source. 
(Source: National Flood Insurance Program Regulations 44 CFR Section 59.1) 

Groundwater Water stored underground in pore spaces within rocks and other alluvial materials 
and in gaps between fractured hard rock. 
(Source: Water Education Foundation’s Layperson’s Guide to Groundwater (2003)) 

Groundwater 
Management Plan 
(GMP) 

A voluntary plan developed by an existing local agency or agencies that is guided by 
Assembly Bill 3030 (California Water Code Section 10750 et seq.) procedures. For 
more information visit: 
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/gwmanagement/ab_3030.cfm. 

http://aquafornia.com/where-does-californias-water-come-from/the-central-valley-project
http://aquafornia.com/where-does-californias-water-come-from/the-central-valley-project
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://www.fema.gov/hazard/flood/index.shtm
http://www.fema.gov/hazard/map/firm.shtm
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/gwmanagement/ab_3030.cfm
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Healthy Forest Forest that is not overcrowded (and therefore less prone to high-intensity fires), with 
minimal destructive insects, in which productivity of multiple resources, and ecological 
values including biodiversity, are resilient to disturbance and sustainable for the long-
term. 

Honor To regard or treat with admiration and respect; or, to live up to or fulfill the terms of. 
(Source: www.merriam-webster.com) 

Improve To enhance in value or quality; to make better; to increase the value of by making it 
more useful for humans; to advance or make progress in what is desirable; or, to 
make useful additions or amendments to. 
(Source:  www.merriam-webster.com) 

Invasive Species An alien species whose introduction does or is likely to cause economic or 
environmental harm or harm to human health. 

Land Subsidence Land subsidence is a gradual settling or sudden sinking of the Earth's surface owing 
to subsurface movement of earth materials. 
(Source:  USGS website) 

Non-Point Source Diffuse pollution sources that are not subject to the Clean Water Act’s National 
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permitting. The pollutants are 
generally carried off the land by runoff. Common non-point sources are agriculture, 
forestry, mining, dams, channels, and saltwater intrusion. 
(Source: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/publications_forms/available_documents/water_words) 

Point Source A discharge point subject to the Clean Water Act’s NPDES program; a point source is 
any discernible, confined, and discrete conveyance, including but not limited to, any 
pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, and well. This term does not include return flows 
from irrigated agriculture or agricultural storm water runoff. 
(Source: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/publications_forms/available_documents/water_words) 

Preserve To keep safe from injury, harm, or destruction; to keep alive, intact, or free from 
decay; or, to maintain. 
(Source: www.merriam-webster.com) 

Protect To cover or shield from exposure, injury, damage, or destruction;  to maintain the 
status or integrity of especially through financial or legal guarantees; to save from 
contingent financial loss; or, to foster or shield from infringement or restriction: to 
restrict competition for by means of tariffs or trade controls. 
(Source: www.merriam-webster.com) 

Regional Of, relating to, characteristic of, or serving a region. 
(Source: www.merriam-webster.com) 

Restore To put or bring back into existence or use; or, to renew. 

  

http://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/publications_forms/available_documents/water_words
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/publications_forms/available_documents/water_words
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
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Sacramento River 
Index 

The sum of the unimpaired runoff in the water year as published in the DWR Bulletin 
120 for the Sacramento River at Bend Bridge, Feather River inflow to Lake Oroville, 
Yuba River at Smartville, and American River inflow to Folsom Lake. This index is 
used to determine the Sacramento Valley water year type. The water year types 
based on the water year index are shown in the table below. 

  
(Source: http://www.waterplan.water.ca.gov/docs/cwpu2009/0310final/v4c12a01_cwp2009.pdf) 

State Water Project 
(SWP) 

The largest state-built water and power project in the United States. The State Water 
Project, operated by the California Department of Water Resources, provides drinking 
water for 23 million people and irrigation water for 750,000 acres of farmland. For 
more information visit: http://aquafornia.com/where-does-californias-water-come-
from/the-state-water-project. 

Surface Water Water that remains on the earth’s surface in rivers, lakes, reservoirs or oceans. 
(Source: Water Education Foundation’s Layperson’s Guide to Groundwater (2003)) 

Sustainable Of, relating to, or being a method of harvesting or using a resource so that the 
resource is not depleted or permanently damaged. 
(Source: www.merriam-webster.com) 

Wetlands An area that is saturated by surface or ground water with vegetation adapted for life 
under those soil conditions, as swamps, bogs, fens, marshes, and estuaries. 
(Source: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/publications_forms/available_documents/water_words.shtml) 

 

http://aquafornia.com/where-does-californias-water-come-from/the-state-water-project
http://aquafornia.com/where-does-californias-water-come-from/the-state-water-project
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/publications_forms/available_documents/water_words.shtml

