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Re:  Draft 2016 IRWM Guidelines  

Dear DWR, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft 2016 IRWM Guidelines. 

American Rivers is a founding member of the CABY IRWM and a member of the 
Tahoe-Sierra and North-Coast IRWMs. We are committed to the IRWM process and are 
grateful for DWR’s leadership of the program, which has become a national model. 

We understand that provisions in Proposition 1 require that we update IRWM plans and 
we seek to complete the revisions efficiently. However, the Draft Guidelines do not 
provide enough detail for us to determine the extent of the required revisions, therefore 
we risk investing our effort in the wrong places. 

For example, the CABY plan has what we feel is a robust climate section. However, 
trusted consultants tell us that this section may not comply with the new guidelines. We 
have polled other regions, and the cost to update a previously-accepted plan to comply 
with the new requirements is approximately $60,000, with most of the cost due to the 
new climate requirements. In addition to this cost for consultant time, the update will also 
require numerous hours of review and writing by IRWM members. We hesitate to go 
down that road unless it is truly necessary. Is it? We are unsure.  

It is our understanding that DWR cannot review accepted plans for compliance with 
Proposition 1 guidelines. Such a review would enable an enormous savings, so we have 
sought out another solution. 

We request that DWR provide a self-review worksheet that enables IRWM regions 
to clearly identify the specific updates required to comply with Proposition 1 
guidelines. 

With many millions of dollars at stake, we foresee regions strongly overinvesting in plan 
updates to make sure their plans remain eligible for funding. Specifically, CABY is 
considering investing tens of thousands of dollars to update our climate section. We have 
heard that the CABY plan has one of the more robust climate sections, but we are 
unwilling to risk becoming ineligible for future funding, so we are poised to “gold plate” 
this section. In the final guidelines, we hope that DWR will provide enough detail to 
enable us to focus planning efforts and to proceed efficiently. 

Sincerely, 

 

Luke Hunt 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


