California Department of

IN REPLY REFER TO:
Water Resources

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Southern California Agency
1451 Research Park Drive, Suite 100
Riverside, California 92507-2154

Telephone (951) 276-6624 Telefax (951) 276-6641

AUG 2 4 2012

Water Resources

Division of Integrated Regional Water Management
Financial Assistance Branpch

P.O. Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 94236

Attention Zaffar Eusuff

Subject: | Comment

Proposal $olicitation Package (PSP) for Proposition 84 Implementation Grant Round

2 Funding
2 Funding

Dear Mr. Eusuff:

Thank you for the opport
of California  Propositio

. and Draft PSP for Proposition 1E Stormwater Flood Management Round

unity to comment on the above stated Draft Documents regarding the State
84 Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) Guidelines and

/

letter regarding Proposition 84 & 1E Draft IRWM Guidelines (New), Draft

Implementation Grant programs. The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), as Trustee of lands held by the
United States on behalf jof Native American Tribes, provides this letter to support Indian efforts to
become involved in Regional Planning with local communities and municipalities to render true
watershed management for all peoples who utilize the precious water supply for sustainable use and
economic improvement af their native lands.

‘The BIA is the oldest Bureau in the United States Department of the Interior, and it provides services
to approximately 1.7 million American Indians and Alaskan Natives. Among BIA’s many duties is to
advocate for the sovereignty and rights of Tribes in dealing with other governmental entities. In
order to fulfill and execute our trust responsibility to American Indian Tribes, the following comments
are provided to recognize this obligation.

Modifications to the abov

local state communities,
- stewardship responsibilities for the watershed as a whole.

American Tribes should

- for beneficial use. 'Inc

management planning

e stated documents should be adjusted to encourage participation between

water municipalities; flood control districts and any other entities having
Collaborative effort with the Native
be sought out as a means to include all people who utilize water resources
usion of federal tribal lands within the watershed for integrated water
should be included for a more “all inclusive approach™ to resource

management of individual regional water basins.

There should be a clea

r distinction between Disadvantaged communities and the Tribes. Tribal

communities are uniqueg independent nations and cannot be classified under the disadvantage

community category for|

inclusion in funding grants. Separate funding allocations should be set
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aside for projects necessary to enhance Tribal communities. This funding should enable the tribes
to act as partners with the state for IRWM Planning and implementation.

Both NEPA and CEQA should be taken into consideration when reviewing projects dependent on
location within the watershed. Stipulations for CEQA requirements should not determine the
eligibility of a project if it benefits water resources within the region.

And finally; language should be incorporated to identify Tribal concerns to include more
comprehensive consultations and integrated programs to incorporate these concerns into IRWM
planning and implementation. ~

We appreciate the opportunity to present our comments, If there are any questions or clarification
needed regarding the content of this letter, please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Christina
Mokhtatzadeh, Agency [Hydrologist, at (951) 276-6624 ext. 257 or Ms. Lenore Lamb, Natural
Resources Officer at (951) 276-6624 ext. 254.

Sincerely,

bt

Robert Eben
Superintendent

Cc:  Southern California Tribes
Regional Water Rights Specialist, Pacific Region
Regional Hydrologist, Pacific Region




