SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

Faavo Ogren, Director

County Government Center, Room 207 e San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 ¢ (605) 781-5252

Fax (805) 781-1229 email addrese: pwd@co.slo.ca.us

June 7, 2011

Attn: Mr. Trevor Joseph, Project Manager
California Department of Water Resources

Division of Integrated Regional Water Management
Financial Assistance Branch

Post Office Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236

Subject: Draft Proposition 84 Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM)
Implementation Grant Recommendations

Dear Mr. Joseph:

On behalf of the San Luis Obispo (SLO) region and the San Luis Obispo County Flood
Control and Water Conservation District and its Project Proponents, | would like to thank you
and your department for a thorough review of the numerous Proposition 84 IRWM
Implementation Grant Applications submitted for your consideration. We are extremely
pleased to be recommended for funding and are anxious to move forward with the high
priority projects that were included in our proposal. Implementation of the projects will

address the highest priority water supply, water quality, and flood protection challenges
facing the region.

As presented at the public comment meeting, Department of Water Resources (DWR)
attempted to fund proposals as much as possible and, in general, funded 100-percent of the
highest scoring proposal in each funding area. SLO supports this rationale. As described in
the Implementation Grant Proposal Solicitation Package, DWR has the option of awarding
“Funding Area Balance Points” based on the ranking of multiple IRWM planning regions in a
Funding Area. SLO is requesting that DWR consider awarding those balance points to the
SLO proposal. Doing so will place the SLO proposal as the highest scoring proposal in the
funding area, above regions already having received Proposition 50 funding and
recommended for additional funding through Proposition 84. If the balance points are
awarded and the SLO proposal is the highest scoring proposal in the funding area, we would

ask that the DWR rationale of fully funding the highest scoring proposal in the funding area
be applied.

We look forward to working with you and your staff to develop a grant agreement work plan,
schedule and budget that addresses all of the items noted in the proposal evaluation.



Thank you for considering this comment letter, and for recommending funding to the SLO
region.

Sincerely,

%O\fo C

PAAVO OGRE
San Luis Obispo County Public Works Director

cc.  Tracie Billington, Department of Water Resources, IRWM Program Manager
Dean Benedix, SLO County Public Works Department, Utilities Division Manager
Courtney Howard, SLO County Public Works Department, IRWM Project Manager
Peter Sevcik, Nipomo Community Services District, Project Proponent
Lidia Gutierrez, Gutierrez Consultants, Principal
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