ESTABLISHED IN 1918 AS A PUBLIC AGENCY

COACHELLA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT

POST OFFICE BOX 1058 ¢ COACHELLA, CALIFORNIA 92236 » TELEPHONE (760) 398-2651  FAX (760) 398-3711

DIRECTORS: OFFICERS:
PETER NELSON, PRESIDENT STEVEN B. ROBBINS,
PATRICIA A. LARSON, VICE PRESIDENT GENERAL MANAGER-CHIEF ENGINEER
TELLIS CODEKAS MARK BEUHLER,
JOHN W. McFADDEN ASST. GENERAL MANAGER
RUSSELL KITAHARA JULIA FERNANDEZ, SECRETARY
DAN PARKS, ASST. TO GENERAL MANAGER
October 30, 2007 REDWINE AND SHERRILL, ATTORNEYS

File: 0644.105.1

/ Tracie Billington
California Department of Water Resources
Division of Planning and Local Assistance
901 P Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Shahla Farahanak

State Water Resources Control Board
1001 I Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mesdames Billington and Farahanak:

The Coachella Valley Water District recognizes the need for Disadvantaged Communities
(DAC) throughout the Colorado River Funding Region to coordinate and plan for needs specific
to their communities. We greatly appreciate the attention and assistance the Department of

Water Resources (DWR) and State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) staffs have
provided.

In the meetings held in the past six months, we have followed the evolving progress of the DAC
programs under Proposition 84. We are very concerned that the delays in budget approval and
legislative priorities for the Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) programs are
jeopardizing the DAC programs that had been proposed earlier this year.

We strongly support the earlier proposals from DWR and SWRCB to provide specific advanced
planning funds, technical support and outreach to the disadvantaged communities throughout the
State. If the State seeks true integration of DAC needs into the IRWM process, we believe that it

is essential for DAC groups to have advanced planning funds to coordinate and be prepared for
broader regional efforts.

We believe there are diverse interests in the Colorado River region including water districts, the
building community, general purpose city and county governments, as well as tribal
governments, and non-profit groups. Many of these groups are already working in the Coachella
Valley to address the basic water and wastewater needs in our DAC communities. Coordinated
efforts like these need to be encouraged in new guidelines and will need funding and technical
assistance in order to be better represented in IRWM programs.
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We appreciate the open process you have undertaken in preparing the guidelines for
Proposition 84 funding and we look forward to continuing to work toward an IRWM program
that integrates regions.

Steve Robbins
General Manager-Chief Engineer

cc: Fred Bell, Building Industry Association
Tim Brown, City of Coachella
Don Bradley, City of Cathedral City
Rick Daniels, City of Desert Hot Springs
Jeff Hayes, Desert Alliance Community Empowerment
Gary Lewis, Indio Water Authority
Dave Luker, Desert Water Agency
Mark Meeler, Myoma Dunes Mutual Water Company
Larry Parrish, City of Riverside
Columba Quintero, Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians
Glenn Southard, City of Indio
Arden Wallum, Mission Springs Water District
Warren Williams, Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District
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