
 

Mount Shasta Area Office: P.O. Box 650 · Mt. Shasta, CA 96067 · (530) 926-3755 

 http://www.caltrout.org 

 

 

April 23rd, 2010 

 

Department of Water Resources 

Division of Integrated Regional Water Management 

PO Box 942836 

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 

Attention: Joe Yun 

 
Re:  Comments on Draft IRWM Guidelines 

 

Dear Mr. Yun, 

 

On behalf of the Mount Shasta regional office of California Trout, a nonprofit 

conservation organization dedicated to protecting and restoring wild trout and steelhead 

waters throughout California, and as one of the founding members of the Upper 

Sacramento, McCloud and Lower Pit Regional Water Management Group, I respectfully 

submit the following comments on the Draft Prop. 84 IRWM program guidelines and 

Program Solicitation Packages (PSP’s) for planning and implementation grants.  

 

California Trout was actively involved in the application for region approval that was 

submitted by the RWMG in 2009.  As we are part of an emerging region, our comments 

will only relate to the aspects of the new guidelines and PSPs that deal with planning 

grants. 

 

First I’d like to explain the unique nature of our emerging region. If you haven’t had a 

chance to visit our area in Siskiyou County and Northern Shasta County, I welcome you 

to come and experience the water-resource rich beauty, and lack of population.  In 

population measurements Siskiyou County is actually categorized as more than rural, we 

are ‘frontier’. We are frontier region with a wealth of water resources critical to the State, 

but we lack of people and financial resources. There are swaths of private ownership, but 

the Federal government owns over half of the land in our IRWM Region. Thus, we do not 

have deep pockets in our area to support the critical water management planning we need 

to start upon as soon as possible. Furthermore, our local municipalities and Counties are 

under-funded and do not have the resources, monetary or staff, to support the needed 

upgrading of aging infrastructure, or protection of source areas.  

 

Our region will benefit greatly from developing an Integrated Regional Water 

Management Plan, but will likely be unable to participate without significant DWR 

assistance. Our region has great need for protecting water sources and upgrading aging 

infrastructure, but if it remains in the guidelines, the 50% match requirement would be a 

“deal breaker” for our already disadvantaged region. Thus we request the DAC waiver 

for the match requirement remain in the guidelines for the planning grants, or at the very 

least that a hardship relief for disadvantaged communities such as ours be reviewed on a 

case-by-case basis. 
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As an emerging region, we are significantly behind regions that have already completed 

plans and are heading into the implementation stage. We need to get started as soon as 

possible. We have a diverse and committed group of stakeholders in our RWMG, and it 

would be helpful if DWR prioritized support for planning efforts in new regions that do 

not currently have plans and that have not previously received Planning Grant and/or 

implementation funding. Siskiyou County has one of the highest unemployment rates in 

the State—we want to put people to work doing implementation, but can’t proceed until 

we have a plan. We understand the need to allocate funds for both planning and 

implementation grant funding but feel it is imperative that the respective grant cycles be 

staggered, or at the very least, additional time between final guideline release and 

submission deadlines be provided. 

 

Prioritizing funding for a plan in our region will not only benefit the people in our region, 

it will benefit all of the water-related issues in the State, as we provide a significant 

amount of the water that flows both into the Delta, and the Central Valley Project (via the 

Shasta Reservoir). In the planning grants evaluation criteria, applicants that have not 

received any prior IRWM planning funding should received additional points. 

 

We would also like to request assistance from DWR during the grant application process 

to help our newly formed and diverse RMWG develop a competitive grant application. 

Examples of ways DWR could help our region in this process are by organizing a grant 

assistance workshop in our region, providing Center for Collaborative Policy facilitators 

for our region, and having a DWR staff member attend one of our RWMG meetings prior 

to the submittal of our grant.  

Thank you for your acceptance and consideration of these comments. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Curtis Knight 

Deputy Conservation Director, Mount Shasta Area Manager, 

 


