
               Upper Mokelumne River Watershed Authority 
 5883 East Camanche Parkway • Valley Springs, CA 95252 

Telephone: (209) 772-8340    Fax: (209) 772-8264 
 
 
 

Department of Water Resources 
Division of Integrated Regional Water Management 
PO BOX 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 
Attention: Joe Yun 
 
Subject: Comments regarding draft Planning Grant requirements 
 
Dear Mr. Yun,  
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide comments on the Department of Water Resources’ draft Planning 
Grant Proposal Solicitation Package (PSP). Our comments below address two related aspects of the 
Planning Grant PSP, namely the Maximum Grant Amount and Funding Match described in Section III. 
 
The Upper Mokelumne River Watershed Authority (UMRWA) is the approved regional water 
management group for the Mokelumne-Amador-Calaveras (MAC) region. The Authority is a joint powers 
agency established in the year 2000 for the purpose of preserving and enhancing Mokelumne River water 
supply, water quality, and the environment. UMRWA is a public agency representing the integrated 
regional water management interests of MAC region.   
 
We offer the following comments on draft Planning Grant Proposal PSP. 
 
(1) UMRWA recommends that the local match for Planning Grants be eliminated or reduced to no more 
than 25%. Given the funding limitations facing many this (and many other) regional water management 
group, coming up with half the funds to pay for a full IRWM Plan update will be very difficult in light of 
the severe revenue limitations which plague the local government agencies that comprise UMRWA. 
Eliminating or substantially reducing the local match requirement will greatly enhance the Authority’s 
ability to update the MAC Plan to conform to DWR’s new guidelines. 
 
(2) UMRWA also recommends that the maximum Planning Grant award be reduced from the proposed $1 
million to $500,000. With $20 million available to 46 eligible regions statewide it is possible that 
otherwise eligible and deserving Planning Grant applications will receive no or insufficient funding.   
 
Thank in advance for your thoughtful consideration of these comments. Please email me at 
robalcott@aol.com or call me at (707)785-1008 if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rob Alcott 
Executive Officer 
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