· September 22, 2009
Lester Snow

Department of Water Resources

1416 Ninth Street

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001
Email: DWR_IRWM@water.ca.gov

· Re:
Request for reconsideration of the RAP denial of the LA Gateway IRWM JPA Authority (Gateway Authority) 
Dear Director Snow:

· I was surprised to learn of DWR’s preliminary denial of the Gateway Authority as a Regional Water Management Group (RWMG). I respectfully submit the following for your reconsideration of this decision:
· The Gateway Authority was formed at the direction of the Gateway Council of Governments (COG). I support this action.
· The Gateway Authority, even in its short life, has a successful record of effective governance and integrated planning for regional water needs.  [Evidenced by a $10 million grant to improve water quality in the Los Angeles River and a Metals TMDL monitoring and implementation plan in the San Gabriel River.]
· DWR’s decision cited a “boundary overlap with the Greater Los Angeles County group.  I see it as not a 100% overlap, but as a separate entity, therefore 0% overlap.  

· The Gateway IRWM Authority clearly meets the minimum qualification for a RWMG as defined in the State Water Code.
· A healthy Gateway region with full membership participation is important to the state’s economic recovery.  
· The Gateway Region is a vast area:  its two million people comprise nearly 6% of the state.  It also represents the highest concentration of minority and disadvantaged communities in Southern California.  To equitably address regional water needs, it is imperative that the region maintain strong local leadership in water management issues. 

There is a historic and well documented neglect of the Gateway Region by larger County planning efforts.  This has also been acknowledged in the Recommendations. 
I respectfully urge you to reconsider the preliminary RAP decision and give the Gateway Authority its approval. 

Sincerely, 
ISADORE HALL, III

Assistant Speaker pro Tempore

