September 22, 2009

Department of Water Resources

1416 9th Street  #1115-1

Sacramento, CA  95814

Dwr_IRWM@water.ca.gov
Re:       Integrated Regional Water Management Plan Region Acceptance Process

To Whom It May Concern:

I am providing written comments in regards to the draft Region Acceptance Process recommendations for the Merced Integrated Regional Water Management area (Merced).

· Region Separation – It appears as though DWR is forcing some but not all groups to join together in order to be approved.  There are very few accepted regions that encompass both valley and mountain areas.  Most approved areas consist of separate regions formed in the valley and in the mountains.  Regions 19 and 36 are mountain regions that do not extend into the valley but yet they were approved.  Regions 1 and 8 are valley regions that do not extend in to the mountains but yet they were approved.  None of the aforementioned regions are being forced to join together as one region.  It is our understanding that Merced has agreed on numerous occasions to work with Central California (CenCal) as well as other surrounding regions. 

· Overlap – Many approved regions suffer from overlap even those that are valley and or Mountains. All of region 46 is in overlap with one other region and roughly half of region 46 is in overlap with two different regions but yet region 46 has been approved. 

· Different Management Practices – It is our understanding that regions should take into consideration, while forming regions, common interests and management practices.  Water management practices to the south of Merced are vastly different as compared to Merced; therefore areas to the south were excluded from the region. 

In summation, Merced is asking to be treated fairly and no differently than other regions throughout the valley.  It appears that Madera and CenCal are the only regions that attempted to encompass both mountain and valley in the same region.  All other regions saw fit to separate regions and therefore Merced should be allowed the same equal treatment.

I have participated with the IRWMP RAP process and would be happy to discuss this further with you. Please contact me at the numbers or email below.

Sincerely,

Diana Westmoreland Pedrozo
Executive Director
Merced County Farm Bureau
646 S. HWY 59
Merced, CA 95340
(209)723-3001            office

(209)761-9256            cell
e-mail: mcfb@pacbell.net
