Public Comment Regarding CenCal RAP Submittal

 

The CenCal, Merced, and Madera IRWM Regions are all within, upstream and/or adjacent to areas facing severe water crises. These crises are not only affecting the economies of the areas, but also drawing state and national attention. Considering the significance of the problems, it would be helpful if DWR provided more clear leadership and/or guidance rather than express intentions to facilitate future communication and cooperation between the Regions.

 

There are those within the Regions that are ready to fully collaborate right away, there are those who want to collaborate in the future, and there are those who would rather not collaborate at all. Assuming the current water crises is urgent, if DWR wants to foster achievement of water benefits in the near future, roles and responsibilities along with a timeline should be clearly defined as part of the guidance. Since everyone is not ready to collaborate right away, but most agree we should be collaborating together at some point in the future, could each component (county) within the tri-county area be responsible for developing and adopting its own separate plan, then subsequently work together on implementing regional projects at a future date? Along with facilitating the process, would DWR be willing to set a target future date by which more formal mechanisms for collaborating on implementation could be established?

 

The challenge is how to optimally manage water at the regional level into the future per the new legislation and State Water Plan Update along with meeting local needs especially disadvantaged communities. Note that within the tri-county area, “project solution areas” to some of the major flooding and overdraft issues are across county lines. If the State needs to address the current crises and DWR wants to instigate improvements, meaningful changes from the status quo must occur. Without more clear guidance along with timelines, it seems like DWR is perpetuating the existing situation rather than providing the leadership and incentives to move forward with the new legislation and State Water Plan Update.

 

Finally, conditional approval is hugely appreciated as it both encourages and provides a funding opportunity for regional water management to continue in this area where it is greatly needed. The RAP process itself has been very beneficial for creating discussions between many entities who had not talked about water issues with one another ever before. Consistent with how DWR has structured the voluntary IRWM process, funding should not be held back or delayed for those areas that are able to complete and adopt their plans as well as collaborate together.
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