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September 22,2009

Ralph Svetich
Division of Planning and Local Assistance
Department of Water Resources
State of California
901 "P" Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: RAP Summary concerning the Po so Creek Integrated Regional Water Management Plan

Dear Mr. Svetich,

Self-Help Enterprises (SHE) has helped over 130 Disadvantaged Communities (DAC) in the San Joaquin Valley's
seven counties obtain clean water and sanitary sewer the past 35 years. Currently we are helping over 50 DAC's deal
with these issues. SHE is also working with several IRWM Groups in and around the San Joaquin Valley to include
DAC's in each Plan and Group.

The RAP summary of the Poso Creek IRWM Region (Poso Creek) incorrectly suggests that Poso Creek has only
"recently improved their efforts to address DAC needs". The information and testimony provided to DWR this
spring document that Po so Creek has been addressing DAC's far longer than implied.

SHE and the Community Water Center (CWC) have participated, in the Poso Creek monthly meetings since
September 2007. Water and sewer projects in Richgrove (Tulare County), North Shafter, South Shafter and
Buttonwilow, representing 10 DAC's, were submitted to Poso Creek by SHE andaccepted into the Poso Creek
IRWMP over a year ago. Larger DAC's such as the cities of Delano, Wasco, Shafter and McFarland have also
attended the IRWMP Group meetings and/or met individually with area representatives to discuss their needs and
projects. Poso Creek has responded to suggestions made this spring by SHE and CWC by sponsoring special
meetings to encourage greater DAC participation and worked with both of our groups to provide DAC outreach for
meetings. Yes there are stil things to address, such as formation ofa DAC Working Group and representation on
the IRWMP Board. However we expect this process wil take time and are committed to helping DAC's and Poso
Creek deal with them; just as we are with all IRWMP's.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (559) 802-1682.
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Main Office: 8445 W. Elowin Court. P.O. Box 6520. Visalia, CA 93290
North Valley Offce: 2413 West Cleveland, Suite 101 . Madera, CA 93637
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