
1999 LEGISLATION
AB 18 (Villaraigosa/Keeley) Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and Coastal Protection Bond Action of 2000 (Chapter 461, Statutes of 1999) - Authorizes $2.1 billion in bond funds for financing programs for recreational purposes.  DWR may be eligible for up to $10 million for the Urban Streams Restoration Program.  This bond will be submitted to voters March 7, 2000, as Prop. 12.  

AB 75 (Strom-Martin) State Agency Recycling Waste Diversion (Chapter 764, Statutes of 1999) - Requires each State agency to develop and adopt, in consultation with the California Integrated Waste Management Board, an integrated waste management program, appoint a DWR program coordinator and submit reports to the Board.  Requires each State agency to divert at least 25 percent of the solid waste generated by the State agency from landfill disposal or transformation facilities.

AB 115 (Solis) Environmental Justice (Chapter 690, Statutes of 1999) - Establishes OPR as the Governor's lead agency in State government for environmental justice programs.

AB 187 (Hertzberg) Grant Act of 1999 (Chapter 405, Statutes of 1999) - Authorizes State agencies to provide on the Internet a list of all grants administered by those agencies with instructions on how to apply for grants.   

AB 297 (Thomson) Surface Mining (Chapter 869, Statutes of 1999) - Allows the Cache Creek Resource Management Plan to serve as a functional equivalent of a reclamation plan required by the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act; convenes a multi-agency task force to review the requirements of SMRA and recommend any revisions necessary to incorporate resource management plans.

AB 756 (Keeley) Budget Act of 1999: Augmentation (Chapter 811, Statutes of 1999) - Appropriates $235,000 from the General Fund to DWR to pay The Reclamation Board's share of preconstruction, engineering and design costs relating to the Success Reservoir Enlargement Project.  The bill reappropriates $6,000,000 to DWR for expenditure without regard to fiscal years for the Delta levees program.

AB 807 (Keeley) Pajaro River Watershed (Chapter 963, Statutes of 1999) - Enacts the Pajaro River Watershed Flood Prevention Authority Act and grants specified powers to the Authority as created under the Act.

AB 1234 (Shelley) State bodies: open meetings: notice: violations (Chapter 393, Statutes of 1999) - Requires notice on the Internet of a regular meeting of a State body and requires the written notice to include the address of the Internet site where required notices are made available.

AB 1355 (Havice) San Gabriel River and Mountains Conservancy (Chapter 788, Statutes of 1999) - Establishes the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy to acquire and manage public lands.

AB 1473 (Hertzberg) Capital Outlay: State Planning and Funding (Chapter 606, Statutes of 1999) - Requires an annual report from each State Agency to the Department of Finance on proposed five-year infrastructure plan for land, structures and equipment, and estimated costs.  DWR would submit its infrastructure plan to DOF during the budget process.

AB 1584 (Machado) Safe Drinking Water, Clean Water, Watershed Protection, and Flood Protection Act (Chapter 725, Statutes of 1999) - Authorizes for the purpose of financing various water programs, the issuance of bonds in the amount of $1.97 billion; requires Resources Agency to submit an annual CALFED report to the Legislature.  This bond will be submitted to voters on March 7, 2000, as Prop. 13. 

AB 1593 (Villaraigosa) Wild and Scenic Rivers: South Yuba River (Chapter 1017, Statutes of 1999) - Designates the South Yuba River as "wild and scenic" effective 1/1/01.

SB 110 (Peace) Energy conservation: power facility and site certification (Chapter 581, Statutes of 1999) - Eliminates the requirement that the 5- and 12-year forecasts established by the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission serve as the basis for the planning and certification of electric transmission and thermal powerplant facilities.

SB 223 (Kelley) Salton Sea Authority (Chapter 59, Statutes of 1999) - Authorizes the Salton Sea Authority to form an infrastructure financing district to fund construction and purchase electrical power for the reclamation and environmental restoration of the Salton Sea.

SB 496 (Sher) Wild and scenic rivers: South Yuba River (Chapter 1016, Statutes of 1999) This legislation adds the South Yuba River to the State's wild and scenic rivers system.  AB 1593 is the companion bill, which delays designation of the South Yuba River.

SB 216 (Solis) San Gabriel River and Lower Los Angeles River (Chapter 789, Statutes of 1999) - Establishes the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy for acquiring and managing public lands.

SB 626 (Chesbro) Lake County Flood Control (Chapter 89, Statutes of 1999) - Allows the Lake County Flood Control and Water Conservation District Act to dissolve or modify flood zones within the District, and to levy special taxes and benefit assessments to pay for operation and maintenance of public works.

SB 678 (Polanco) State Property: telecommunications access (Chapter 676, Statutes of 1999) - Authorizes the Director of General Services, with the approval of the State agency concerned, to negotiate in the name of the State, access to State-owned property not used for highway purposes, for specified purposes; requires Director of CalTrans to similarly negotiate access to State owned highway rights-of-way and to make similar determinations regarding consideration for access; requires DGS to establish an interagency committee on State-owned property for the purpose of evaluating the use of that property for telecommunications and information technology services by private parties on which the Director of DWR is named as a member.  The committee is required to make a final report to the Governor and Legislature.

SB 767 (Hayden) Budget Act of 1999: augmentation (Chapter 1003, Statutes of 1999) -Amends the Budget Act of 1999 making various appropriations.  Appropriates $300,000 from the General Fund to DWR for local assistance to Butte County.

SB 807 (Committee on Agriculture and Water Resources) Water Projects (Chapter 779, Statutes of 1999) - This is the committee's annual omnibus bill.  It makes minor, technical and noncontroversial changes to the water statute. It specifies that the County Board of 

Supervisors, rather than the Director of DWR, shall appoint members to the district's board in uncontested water storage district elections.

SB 970 (Costa) Water Rights (Chapter 938, Statutes of 1999) - Enacts the Water Rights Protection and Expedited Short-Term Water Transfer Act of 1999 to streamline the administrative process for approval or denial of water transfers by the State Water Resources Control Board; requires general public notice of water transfers.

SB 989 (Sher) Pollution: groundwater: MTBE (Chapter 812, Statutes of 1999) - Enacts into law provision to protect groundwater and drinking water from methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) contamination; requires the SWRCB to consult with DWR and the Department of Health Services to identify areas that are most vulnerable to groundwater contamination by MTBE.

SB 1062 (Poochigian) The California Water Plan (Chapter 210, Statutes of 1999) - Codifies DWR's current practice of establishing an advisory committee to update B-160; requires the B-160 process to include discussions of potential advantages and disadvantages of various water supply strategies.

SB 1107 (Sher) Operator certification: water distribution systems (Chapter 755, Statutes of 1999) - Requires Department of Health Services to set forth a program that examines and certifies supervisors and operators of water distribution systems, including DWR's small water treatment plants.

AB 1304 (Sher) Environmental Laboratories (Chapter 372, Statutes of 1999) - Revises provisions to require laboratories to obtain a certificate pursuant to statutory requirements, and authorizes those laboratories to apply for accreditation under the National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program.
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