YEAR 2002 LEGISLATION 

AB 57 (Wright) Electrical Corporations: Procurement Plans (Chapter 835, Statutes of 2002).  This bill requires that the California Public Utilities Commission review and adopt an energy procurement plan for investor–owned utilities to ensure by January 1, 2003, that each IOU, whose customers are currently being served by DWR, will resume procurement for those energy needs that are being met by DWR. 

AB 58 (Keeley) Net Energy Metering (Chapter 836, Statutes of 2002). This bill changes existing law to require electric service providers to provide a standard contract or tariff providing for net–energy metering and to make this contract available to eligible customer–generators upon request.  This bill also requires net–metering customers to reimburse DWR for all charges that would otherwise be imposed on the customer by the California Public Utilities Commission to recover bond–related charges and power purchase contract costs.

AB 80 (Havice) Aggregation: Magnolia Power Project (Chapter 837, Statutes of 2002).  This bill allows any city with rights and obligations to the Magnolia Power Project to serve as a power aggregator on behalf of all retail end–use customers within its jurisdiction.  The bill also establishes a mechanism to ensure that any costs of DWR or an effected investor–owned utility associated with such aggregation would be recoverable. 

AB 117 (Migden) Electrical Restructuring: Aggregation (Chapter 838, Statutes of 2002). This bill facilitates the ability of communities to procure electricity directly from electricity suppliers.  This bill contains cost–recovery provisions to ensure that DWR is reimbursed for its energy expenditures.  

AB 425 (Oropeza) Budget Bill (Chapter 379, Statutes of 2002). This fiscal year 2002–03 budget bill makes appropriations for support of State government.  

AB 857 (Wiggins) Infrastructure Planning: Priorities and Funding (Chapter 1016, Statutes of 2002). This bill specifies a list of new – but incomplete – State planning policies that govern and prioritize infrastructure funding.  This bill amends existing requirements for the annual proposed five–year infrastructure plan to include every infrastructure project proposed by State agencies.  State agencies would be required to assure that their requested funding, including special funds, bond sales and loans and grants, for infrastructure are consistent with the new list of State planning policies.  (SB 2055 (Chapter 1109, Statutes of 2002) clarifies that nothing in AB 857 should be construed to affect the CALFED Bay–Deltal Program.)

AB 1108 (Pavley) Environmental Quality: Scoping Meetings (Chapter 638, Statutes of 2002).  This bill conforms California Environmental Quality Act scoping meeting requirements to the National Environmental Policy Act and exempts any lead agency that has held a scoping meeting pursuant to NEPA from the corresponding requirement under CEQA.

AB 1163 (Calderon) Southern California Water Replenishment District (Chapter 941, Statutes of 2002).  This bill requires the State Auditor to conduct another audit of the Water Replenishment District of Southern California, and to submit a report to the Legislature by June 30, 2004.  It also requires the ratepayers to pay for the cost of the audit through annual assessments and extends 
AB 1235 (Leslie) Generation Facilities: Sale or Transfer (Chapter 840, Statutes of 2002).  This bill exempts Sierra Pacific Power's four hydroelectric plants located in Nevada or California, as well as PacificCorp's two hydroelectric plants located in Washington, from Section 377 of the Public Utilities Code, which prohibits further divestment of additional public utility–owned electric generation assets before January 1, 2006.

AB 1797 (Harman) Conflicts of Interest: Disqualification (Chapter 233, Statutes of 2002).  This bill requires State or local public officials, when they have a financial interest in a pending decision, to publicly identify the financial interest and to recuse themselves and leave the room until the matter is concluded.  This bill exempts members of the Legislature from the requirement. 

AB 1969 (Campbell B) Water Quality: Civil Liability (Chapter 1019, Statutes of 2002).  This bill requires all wastewater discharged into the Pacific Ocean by the Orange County Sanitation District to be subject to secondary treatment requirements of the federal Clean Water Act by 2013.  This bill also exempts the OCSD from mandatory minimum penalties imposed by the Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board during the transition to secondary treatment.

AB 2018 (Nakano) Public Safety: Communication System (Chapter 1091, Statutes of 2002).  This bill enacts the Public Safety Communication Act of 2002, establishes the Public Safety Radio Strategic Planning Committee, which would be responsible for improving existing public radio systems and developing interoperability between public safety agencies. It also specifies the committee membership, responsibilities and the deadline for reporting to the Legislature on its progress in implementing this article.

AB 2058 (Papan) Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency (Chapter 844, Statutes of 2002).  This bill authorizes the local agencies, which receive water from the Hetch Hetchy system, to form the Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency and to interact with San Francisco in the administration of the system.  The new authority's primary duty is to issue revenue bonds to help pay for repair and maintenance of the system.  This bill provides BAWSCA with the authority to acquire water rights, pursue water storage options, provide and operate infrastructure and buy and sell surplus water. 
AB 2072 (Mountjoy) Open Meetings: Closed Sessions: Security (Chapter 1113, Statutes of 2002).  This bill authorizes a State body to hold a closed session, upon a 2/3 vote of its members, to consider matters posing a threat of criminal activity against the personnel, property, buildings, or equipment owned or controlled by the State body.

AB 2156 (Kehoe) San Diego River Conservancy (Chapter 574, Statutes of 2002).  This bill creates the San Diego River Conservancy.  The new conservancy will coordinate State funding for recreation, species restoration, scientific research and educational and cultural activities along the river.  It joins seven others in the State that complement local activities to manage public lands.  

AB 2283 (La Suer) Written Report Costs (Chapter 370, Statutes of 2002).  This bill requires State agencies to consider cost reduction options in the process of preparing written reports, including but not limited to: eliminating unnecessary and expensive color graphics, photographs, bindings and paper.
AB 2469 (Dickerson) Regional Water Management Groups (Chapter 949, Statutes of 2002).  This bill states the intent of the Legislature to encourage local agencies to develop fish screen projects by providing State matching funds for federal funding for the Anadromous Fish Screen Program pursuant to the Central Valley Project Improvement Act.

AB 2481 (Frommer) Underground storage tanks (Chapter 999, Statutes of 2002).  This bill is an omnibus measure regarding new regulatory requirements for underground storage tanks.  The bill provides new enforcement procedures for the Certified Unified Program Agency.  It also reenacts a Department of Health Services program to assist public water systems affected by MTBE contamination.  AB 2481 makes the date when existing water quality waivers for septic tanks expires consistent with the date by which new standards must be adopted.

AB 2534 (Pavley) Watershed, Clean Beaches, and Water Quality Act (Chapter 727, Statutes of 2002).  This bill will provide $175 million in Proposition 40 funding to protect coastal water quality, reduce storm water runoff pollution, improve agricultural water quality and develop and implement local watershed management projects.  It also provides $46 million to the Coastal Conservancy for coastal watershed protection and "Clean Beaches" projects. The Integrated Watershed Management Program requires a MOU between the Resources Agency and California environmental Protection Agency for coordination of programs administered through this bill.

AB 2578 (Shelley) Contracts: Breach of Confidentiality (Chapter 1097, Statutes of 2002).  This bill provides that the intentional disclosure of proprietary information obtained in the negotiation, execution or performance of a consulting service contract or information technology contract with a State agency is a misdemeanor.  The Attorney General or the local district attorney in the district where the disclosure took place is given the power to prosecute. 

AB 2587 (Matthews) Food: Water Usage Forecasts (Chapter 615, Statutes of 2002).  This bill requires the Department of Food and Agriculture to estimate food, fiber and livestock production and report that information to DWR for estimating future agricultural water usage.  The bill would provide the State with more information about agricultural water use thereby helping to evaluate options in meeting the gap between water supply and water demand.

AB 2631 (Matthews) Resources (Chapter 953, Statutes of 2002).  This bill extends the due dates of specified mandated reports due to the Legislature and updates current operating statutes of the California Conservation Corps.  This bill also deletes various obsolete reports required of the Department of Parks and Recreation, extends the due date for State agencies to submit to the Department of General Services (DGS) their statutorily required Consulting Services Report from 30–days to 60–days after the end of the fiscal year and extends the due date for DGS to submit to the Legislature a list of agencies that have not submitted the required report.

AB 2683 (Canciamilla) California Bay Delta Authority Act (Chapter 955, Statutes of 2002).  This bill trailer cleans up provisions in SB 1653 (Chapter 955, Statutes of 2002) that would exempt the California Bay–Delta Authority from standard State requirements related to budgetary, personnel and contractual issues.

AB 2704 (Aroner) Flood Damage Reduction and Urban Creek Restoration (Chapter 956, Statutes of 2002).  Among other things, this bill updates flood management terminology in Water Code section 7084, defines small and large urban creek restoration projects and authorizes DWR to adopt regulations that define "adaptive management."  
AB 2706 (Cardoza) Irrigation Districts: Contracts: Energy (Chapter 846, Statutes of 2002).  This bill authorizes irrigation districts to enter into hedging contracts for energy–related products.

AB 2717 (Hertzberg) Water Desalination: Report (Chapter 957, Statutes of 2002).  This bill requires DWR to convene a Water Desalination Task Force to make recommendations related to potential opportunities for the use of seawater and brackish water desalination in California and report to the Legislature by July 1, 2004.  This bill appropriate $100,000 from the Bosco-Keene Renewable Resources Investment Fund to implement the provisions of this bill, and the Governor's line item veto message directs DWR to explore funding partnerships with interested local and private entities to accomplish the WDTF activity.  

AB 3035 (Committee on Judiciary) Assess to Government Programs (Chapter 300, Statutes of 2002).  This bill requires that open meetings of State bodies and legislative bodies of public agencies comply with federal requirements that notices, agendas and public records of such meetings be available to disabled persons.  The bill also adds "race" and "national origin" to the factors on which basis a person may not be unlawfully denied full and equal access to State or local programs and services.

AB 3041 (Committee on Natural Resources) Environmental Quality: State Clearinghouse (Chapter 1052, Statutes of 2002).   This bill clarifies in statute that the State Clearinghouse is the distribution center for California Environmental Quality Act documents distributed to responsible State and trustee agencies.

SB 278 (Machado) Public Works Projects (Chapter 892, Statutes of 2002).  This bill requires State and local agencies to award prevailing wage contracts for projects funded from the Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Act of 2002 (Proposition 50).

SB 482 (Kuehl) Salton Sea (Chapter 617, Statutes of 2002).  This bills allows the Department of Fish and Game to authorize the take of "fully protected species" under terms consistent with the "take" of organisms listed under the California Endangered Species Act if the take results from impacts attributable to the implementation of the Quantification Settlement Agreement.

SB 483 (Sher) Surface Mining and Reclamation (Chapter 1154, Statutes of 2002).  The bill prohibits a lead agency from approving a reclamation plan and financial assurances for a surface mining operation for gold, silver, copper or other metallic minerals that is located on, or within one mile, of any Native American sacred site or in an area of special concern, unless specified conditions are met.  

SB 621 (Costa) Water Bonds (Chapter 1103, Statutes of 2002).  This bill appropriates $3.1 million from Proposition 13's Infrastructure Rehabilitation Program to DWR for allocation to Tulare and Madera counties.  Tulare County Water Works District and the Alpaugh Irrigation District would each get $1.05 million; Madera County would get $1 million.  The Governor's signing message directs DWR to fund only those aspects of projects determined eligible under Proposition 13 following the required feasibility studies.  
SB 1093 (Costa) Recreation Water use: Sly Park Recreation Area (Chapter 968, Statutes of 2002).  This bill allows recreation in Sly Park Reservoir if the reservoir is operated in compliance with the Department of Health Services regulations and the water released from the reservoir receives appropriate treatment prior to domestic use. The bill also requires the El Dorado Irrigation District (the operator of Sly Park Reservoir) to file a report with DHS on the recreational uses at Sly Park and the water treatment for that reservoir.

SB 1348 (Brulte) Water Conservation (Chapter 321, Statutes of 2002).  This bill requires DWR to take into consideration whether an urban water supplier is implementing water demand reduction measures identified in its urban water management plan.  DWR must make this determination when a supplier is eligible for any funds for urban water conservation grants and loans under Proposition 13.

SB 1372 (Machado) State Water Resources Board: Agricultural Drainage (Chapter 597, Statutes of 2002).  This bill provides for an inspection and permitting process by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) for solar evaporator-type integrated on-farm drainage management systems.  This bill also requires the SWRCB by April 1, 2003, to adopt emergency regulations establishing requirements for the design, construction, operation and closure of solar evaporator systems. SB 1372 further exempts these systems from the Toxic Pits Cleanup Act of 1984 and waste discharge requirements applying to the discharge of agricultural drainage water.

SB 1384 (Costa) Governance (Chapter 969, Statutes of 2002).  This bill clarifies the way independent special districts calculate revenue shares of Local Agency Formation Commission funding, and requires urban water suppliers and wholesale water agencies to share information with one another.  This bill also authorizes DWR to make grants from the California Safe Drinking Water Fund (1988 bond funds) to five specified school districts for water improvement projects. 

SB 1385 (Brulte) Parks and Recreation: Grants; Water Conservation (Chapter 322, Statutes of 2002).  This bill requires the Department of Parks and Recreation to consider and give priority for funding to Proposition 40 land acquisition and development grant applications that include water conservation measures as part of the proposed project.

SB 1393 (Kuehl) California Environmental Quality Act (Chapter 1121, Statutes of 2002).  This bill requires the Secretary of the Resources Agency to develop a protocol for reviewing prospective applications of certified regulatory programs to evaluate consistency with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); requires the Resources Agency to provide significant opportunity for the public to participate in the development of the protocols; requires the Resources Agency to report to the Legislature regarding the need for additional statutory authority relating to the certified programs; expands the right of appeal to a local agency's elected body when a negative declaration or mitigated negative declaration is approved or when a non-elected body determines that a project is not subject to CEQA; requires the Office of Planning and Research to provide all environmental documents it receives in electronic format to the State Library, which would become the repository for these public documents; and addresses CEQA litigation issues such as the naming or real parties in interest, providing service of the petition and providing notice of the action to public agencies.  
SB 1473 (Machado) Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Act of 2002 (Chapter 618, Statutes of 2002). This bill allows: 1) DWR and the State Water Resources Control Board to administer funds from Proposition 50's Integrated Regional Water Management Program; 2) clarification of the "full mitigation" language in Water Code section 79560; and 3) intent of the Legislature that up to $150 million of the bond funds made available by Proposition 50 be used for projects that facilitate water transfers pursuant to the Quantification Settlement Agreement.
SB 1518 (Torlakson) Recycled Water (Chapter 261, Statutes of 2002).  This bill allows sanitation districts, after proper notification, to provide recycled water within the boundaries of a city, water district or other local agency that also provides similar water service.  This bill requires that specific information about the use of recycled water be added to urban water management plans.

SB 1573 (Karnette) Interagency Aquatic Invasive Species Council (Chapter 599, Statutes of 2002).  This bill establishes the Interagency Aquatic Invasive Species Council consisting of representatives from State departments, stakeholders, federal agencies and tribal groups. The bill requires the Department of Fish and Game to support and coordinate the development of a comprehensive plan for dealing with aquatic invasive species in California. The council will be required to submit a "first working version" of a plan to the Legislature on or before January 1, 2004.

SB 1653 (Costa) California Bay Delta Act (Chapter 812, Statutes of 2002).  This bill creates the California Bay–Delta Authority an Authority within the Resources Agency consisting of six State and six federal agencies, if the federal agencies are allowed to participate, seven public members, one member from the Bay-Delta Public Advisory Committee and four nonvoting ex–officio members of the Legislature. The bill also requires the Governor, in consultation with the Secretary of the Interior, to appoint a director. SB 1653 requires the Authority to appoint a lead scientist and establish an independent science board. The Authority will sunset on January 1, 2006, unless federal legislation has been enacted authorizing the participation of appropriate federal agencies in the Authority.

SB 1672 (Costa) Integrated Regional Water Management Planning Act (Chapter 767, Statutes of 2002).  This bill authorizes local public agencies to form regional water management groups and adopt regional plans to address "qualified programs or projects."  This bill requires DWR and other departments to give preference to "qualified programs or projects" when establishing criteria for funding under various programs.

SB 1711 (Costa) Land Use: Water and Electrical Energy Facilities (Chapter 267, Statutes of 2002).  This bill exempts construction or location of water treatment facilities from local building and zoning ordinances under specified conditions.

SB 1755 (Soto) County and Municipal Water Districts: Electric (Chapter 848, Statutes of 2002).  This bill authorizes county water districts and municipal water districts to provide, generate and deliver electric power from sources other than hydroelectric power.  This bill provides that, if a water district elects to provide for its own power, it shall reimburse DWR and the electrical corporation for specific costs.
SB 1777 (Sher) Salmon and Steelhead Trout Conservation (Chapter 600, Statutes of 2002).  This bill requires Proposition 40 funding appropriated to the Department of Fish and Game for salmon and steelhead trout restoration to be expended pursuant to the existing Coastal Watershed Salmon Habitat Program. This bill expands the eligible uses of the Salmon and Steelhead Trout Restoration Account, changes restrictions on funding for projects that cannot be completed and establishes a conflict of interest provision regarding an existing advisory committee.
SB 1816 (Chesbro) Historical Resources: Native American Sacred Sites (Chapter 1155, Statutes of 2002).  This bill specifies criminal misdemeanor penalties for any person who unlawfully and maliciously excavates, removes, destroys, injures or defaces a Native American historic, cultural or sacred site; in addition, this bill allows civil penalties collected as a result of legal actions brought by the Attorney General to be distributed to the Native American Heritage Commission to restore vandalized Native American cultural resources and cover the costs of prosecuting violations.
AB 1823 (Papan) Regional Water Systems (Chapter 841, Statutes of 2002).  This bill requires the City and County of San Francisco to adopt a capital improvement program and emergency response plan for the Hetch Hetchy System.  This program includes a schedule for completing the projects, as well as a financing plan.  The bill also requires the Department of Health Services to monitor the progress of these projects. 

SB 1870 (Speier) San Francisco Bay Area Regional Water System (Chapter 849, Statutes of 2002).  This bill forms the San Francisco Bay Area Regional Water Supply Financing Authority, comprised of the 26 public agencies in Alameda, San Mateo and Santa Clara counties, who purchase water from the City and County of San Francisco. The Authority's primary purpose would be to fund improvements and repairs to the Hetch Hetchy system.

SB 1938 (Machado) Groundwater Management: State Funding (Chapter 603, Statutes of 2002).  This bill requires local agencies that elect to prepare and implement groundwater management plans, with some exceptions, to include basin management objectives and other components in order to have a qualifying groundwater management plan.  This bill requires local agencies seeking State funds under DWR administered programs for groundwater–related projects to prepare and implement groundwater management plans that meet this bill's requirements.  Local agencies would be required to provide for public participation in the development of the plan and submit adopted groundwater management plans to DWR.  The completed plans would be public information.

SB 2055 (Sher) Subdivisions (Chapter 1109, Statutes of 2002).  This bill makes minor changes to the Subdivision Map Act.  The bill also extends the sunset date of the statute authorizing the creation of environmental subdivisions for biotic and wildlife purposes from January 1, 2002, to January 1, 2005.  SB 2055 also clarifies that nothing in AB 857 (Chapter 1016, Statutes of 2002) should be construed to affect the CALFED Bay-Delta Program.
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