
YEAR 2003 LEGISLATION 

NEW LEGISLATIVELY MANDATED REPORTS:
1.  As a result of AB 1368 (Kehoe) Bonds (Chapter 770, Statutes of 2003), DWR is mandated to annually report on State general obligation bond measures approved by voters.  This annual report shall be submitted to the Legislature and Department of Finance.  The first report would be due no later than January 1, 2005, or January 1 of the second year, following enactment of the bond measure, whichever is later.  

2.  As a result of AB 1765 (Oropeza) 2003-04 Budget Act (Chapter 157, Statutes of 2003), DWR must submit to the Chairs of the Joint Legislative Budget Committee and the fiscal committees of both houses, a report that updates the Legislature on the progress of establishing new position classifications for the California Energy Resources Scheduling Division.  DWR shall report on its ability to hire new civil service employees and terminate personal service contracts in the CERS division, and shall report on  expected cost savings in 2003-04 and 2004-05 budget years resulting from the replacement of personal service contracts with civil service employees to perform work in the CERS division.  The one-time report is due on or before December 1, 2003.
3.  As a result of SB 317 (Kuehl) Resources (Chapter 612, Statutes of 2003), DWR is conducting, on behalf of The Resources Agency, a restoration study and report to the Legislature by December 2, 2006, that includes identification of a preferred alternative for restoration of the Salton Sea.  The study shall be coordinated with an advisory committee, established by SB 317, Salton Sea Authority and others.
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AB 66 (Leslie) Riparian Habitat: Adopt-a-Riverway Program (Chapter 675, Statutes of 2003).  This bill authorizes the California Department of Food and Agriculture to operate a government-volunteer partnership Adopt-A-Riverway Program.  The program is funded by contributions and focuses mainly on voluntary efforts for removing and controlling noxious weeds from State waterways, as well as removing litter along waterways, and planting native trees, shrubs, grasses or flowers.

AB 314 (Kehoe) Desalination (Chapter 206, Statutes of 2003).  This bill declares that it is the policy of the State that desalination projects, developed by or for public water entities, be given the same opportunities for State assistance and funding as other water supply and reliability projects.  This bill also declares that desalination be consistent with both State water supply and efficiency policy goals and joint State-federal environmental and water policy and principles promoted by the CALFED Bay-Delta Program.

AB 334 (Goldberg) Water Softening and Conditioning Appliances (Chapter 172, Statutes of 2003).  This bill authorizes a local agency, by ordinance, to limit the availability, use or prohibit the installation of water softening or conditioning appliances that discharge to community sewer systems.

AB 514 (Kehoe) Water Meters (Chapter 680, Statutes of 2003).  This bill requires that on or before January 1, 2013, an urban water supplier that, on or after January 1, 2004, receives water from the federal Central Valley Project under a water service contract or subcontract, must install water meters on service connections to residential and nonagricultural 

commercial buildings constructed prior to January 1, 1992.  On and after March 1, 2013, or according to the terms of a CVP water contract, the water purveyor would be required to charge its customers for water based on the actual volume of measured deliveries and could also recover the cost related to installation and operation of the water meters from its rates, fees or charges.  

AB 635 (Wiggins) Salmon and Steelhead Salmon: reduced water flow (Chapter 681, Statutes of 2003).  This bill requires the Department of Fish and Game to select certain rivers for a study of the effect of reduced water flow on salmon and steelhead trout.

AB 677 (Firebaugh) Environmental Quality; local agency filing (Chapter 837, Statutes of 2003).  This bill requires a local agency or private entity seeking project approval, when the local agency determines that a project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act because it is agricultural or low-income housing or urban in-fill and when the agency approves or determines to carry out that project, to file a notice of determination with the Office of Planning and Research, and that those notices be posted and available for public inspection.

AB 846 (Vargas) Smoking: public buildings (Chapter 342, Statutes of 2003).  This bill prohibits smoking inside a defined public building and within 20-feet of a main exit, entrance or operable window of a public building. 

AB 855 (Firebaugh) Telecommunications: access to State property (Chapter 820, Statutes of 2003).  This bill requires the Department of General Services to compile and make available upon request an inventory of State property available for wireless telecommunications facilities; authorizes DGS to enter into agreements to lease State property to any provider of wireless telecommunications services for wireless telecommunication facilities; and sets aside 15 percent of the revenue from new leases to provide grants to nonprofit, community-based organizations for accessing 
e-government services.

AB 866 (Pavley) Water Quality (Chapter 493, Statutes of 2003).  This bill provides that water conservation, water use efficiency, water supply reliability projects and an enforceable waste discharge program are eligible for grants from the State Water Resource Control Board under the Integrated Watershed Management Program, and clarifies that money designated for the Santa Monica Bay Restoration Plan in Proposition 50 shall be available to the Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission.  This bill requires SWRCB to fund the development of one or more integrated coastal watershed management plans designed to provide for the integration of project funding within one or more coastal regions. 

AB 1168 (Berg) Albion and Gualala Rivers (Chapter 117, Statutes of 2003).  This bill includes segments of the Albion and Gualala Rivers within the California Wild and Scenic Rivers system and would designate those segments as recreational.

AB 1211 (Nakano) Public Safety: communication system (Chapter 314, Statutes of 2003).  This bill requires the Public Radio Strategic Planning Committee to develop a model Memorandum of Understanding to implement a statewide integrated public safety communication system for State government agencies that facilitates interoperability and other shared uses of public safety spectrum with local and federal agencies.  This bill requires that a local agency is not required to adopt the model Memorandum of Understanding.
AB 1208 (Cogdill) Conflicts of Interest (Chapter 822, Statutes of 2003).  This bill expands the definition of remote interest in the law banning conflicts of interest thereby creating a new exception for governing boards of small landowner voter and irrigation districts.

AB 1284 (Leslie) Direct Transactions: cost responsibility surcharge (Chapter 239, Statutes of 2003).  This bill authorizes the California Public Utilities Commission, upon application of qualifying direct transaction customer, to defer or waive the collection of a portion of the cost-recovery surcharge imposed on that customer.  The purpose of this bill is to relieve one qualifying direct-transaction customer of the financial burden of paying all or some of DWR’s total direct access cost-recovery surcharge. 

AB 1360 (Steinberg) Environmental Quality: environmental indicators (Chapter 664, Statutes of 2003).  Beginning July 1, 2004, this bill requires the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment to develop and maintain a system of environmental indicators that meets specified objectives (to the extent that funds are appropriated by the Legislature for that purpose).  This bill requires the Secretary of CalEPA to submit a report to the Governor and Legislature on or before 1/1/06 on indicators adopted pursuant to this bill's provisions, and how they are being used by CalEPA.  This bill specifies that OEHHA is the lead agency for development, modification, deleting or updating of the indicators, directs OEHHA to post information on its website, and to consult with other environmental and public health agencies.  This bill requires that a budget change proposal submitted to the Legislature by a board, department or office within the CalEPA or the Resources Agency describe how the proposal affects specified environmental indicators. 

AB 1368 (Kehoe) Bonds (Chapter 770, Statutes of 2003).  This bill requires an annual report to be prepared for each State general obligation bond measure approved by the voters.  The lead State agency administering the bond proceeds prepares the report, which would contain specific information pertaining to the projects funded by bond proceeds.  This report would be submitted to the Legislature and Department of Finance.
AB 1405 (Wolk) California Watershed Protection and Restoration (Chapter 693, Statutes of 2003).  This bill enacts the California Watershed Protection and Restoration Act.  This bill encourages the California Environmental Protection Agency and The Resources Agency to provide assistance and grants to those who choose to participate in watershed restoration and enhancements, and would declare that local collaborative watershed partnerships are in the State’s interest in terms of effectiveness, citizen involvement and community responsibility.  This bill authorizes, to the extent funds are available, certain State agencies to provide technical assistance to local watershed partnerships and requires that State guidelines adopted for use by local watershed partnerships provide flexible mechanisms to achieve quantifiable watershed objectives.

AB 1545 (Simitian) Environmental Quality: public comments (Chapter 695, Statutes of 2003).  This bill requires lead agencies under the California Environmental Quality Act to accept comments sent by e-mail as equivalent to written comments, requires that laws and regulations relating to written comments apply to e-mailed comments and authorizes e-mail notices under CEQA.

AB 1747 (Assembly Budget Committee) Public Resources (Chapter 240, Statutes of 2003).  AB 1747 is the omnibus natural resources budget trailer bill that makes changes to various State programs to implement the Budget Act of 2003.  The purpose of this bill includes, but is not limited to, providing specific direction and guidance for implementing Proposition 50 (Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Act of 2002).  SB 1049 (Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review) Resources: budget trailer bill (Chapter 741, Statutes of 2003) supercedes this bill.  Please refer to SB 1049’s summary.
AB 1761 (Assembly Budget Committee) Budget Act of 2002: contingencies and emergencies (Chapter 160, Statutes of 2003).  This bill appropriates $502.6 million to augment the 2002-03 State Budget Act for contingencies or emergencies.  This bill eliminates the $22.5 million deficiency in fiscal year 2002-03 budget for DWR’s California Energy Resources Scheduling Division.
AB 1765 (Assembly Budget Committee) 2003–04 Budget Act (Chapter 157, Statutes of 2003).  This bill makes appropriations for support of State government for the 2003-04 fiscal year. Among other things, this bill requires a report to be submitted by CERS regarding new position classifications.  The report is due 12/1/03.
AB 1770 (Assembly Water Parks and Wildlife Committee) Fish and Game Commission: Marine Resources (Chapter 610, Statutes of 2003).  This bill requires the Fish and Game Commission to hold certain meetings at least once every three years.  This bill authorizes issuance of permits for taking games birds, mammals, fish, reptile or amphibia in a tournament or derby under certain conditions.  This bill prohibits importation or possession of live muskrat in the State.  This bill extends the deadline for a report on impacts on wildlife related to the reduction of California's use of Colorado River water from June 30, 2003 to June 30, 2005.

SB 56 (Hollingsworth) Water Development Projects: Murrieta Creek Project (Chapter 730, Statutes of 2003).  This bill authorizes the Murrieta Creek Flood Control Project in Riverside County.  This bill authorizes the entire project on the downstream reach but only the fish, wildlife and recreation enhancement elements of the upstream reach of the project.  It is the legislative intent that no State funds be appropriated for this project until July 1, 2013.
SB 216 (Sher) Endangered Species: Recovery Pilot Program (Chapter 854, Statutes of 2003).  This bill extends by five years the sunset date authorizing the Department of Fish and Game to develop recovery plans for rare and endangered species; specifically, this bill: 1) extends the sunset date for the Recovery Strategy Pilot Program in the Fish and Game Code from January 1, 2004, to January 1, 2009; 2) repeals the authority of the Fish and Game Commission to

identify additional species for a recovery program; 3) authorizes DFG to develop and carry out a program for coho salmon; 4) requires DFG to seek private and federal funding for implementation of the coho salmon strategy pilot program; and 5) states that no additional State funds may be expended for implementation of the program until the Legislature specifically appropriates the funds for that purpose.

SB 277 (Ducheny) Water: Salton Sea (Chapter 611, Statutes of 2003).  This bill is part of a triple-joined legislative package to implement the Colorado River Quantification Settlement Agreement; specifically, this bill: 1) enacts the Salton Sea Restoration Act; 2) establishes the Salton Sea Restoration Fund to fund various purposes relating to the restoration of the Salton Sea; 3) authorizes DWR to buy and sell water made available through voluntary reduction or elimination of water used to achieve the goals of the Salton Sea Restoration Act; and 4) requires the Department of Food and Agriculture, if funds are appropriated for the activity, to review and report on the nature and extent of any economic impacts related to the Quantification Settlement Agreement in the Imperial Valley.

SB 317 (Kuehl) Resources (Chapter 612, Statutes of 2003).  This bill is part of a triple-joined legislative package to implement the Colorado River Quantification Settlement Agreement.  This bill provides the funding mechanisms for restoration of the Salton Sea ecosystem, in part through sale of transferred water, and directs The Resources Agency to develop a preferred alternative for restoration of the Salton Sea ecosystem.

SB 418 (Sher) Fish and Wildlife: Streambed Alteration Agreements (Chapter 736, Statutes of 2003).  This bill would change the procedures that streambed alteration agreements are negotiated by private and public entities with the Department of Fish and Game.  This bill makes it less clear that public agencies and their employees doing public work are not subject to civil and criminal liability for violation of streambed alteration agreement procedures.
SB 654 (Machado) Water: Salton Sea: Colorado River (Chapter 613, Statutes of 2003).  This bill is part of a triple-joined legislative package to implement the Colorado River Quantification Settlement Agreement.  This bill authorizes the Department of Fish and Game to enter into a joint powers agreement with QSA parties to provide for payment of environmental mitigation costs, and extends the completion date of the lining of the All-American Canal and the Coachella Branch of the All-American Canal to December 31, 2008.
SB 1049 (Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee) Resources (Chapter 741, Statutes of 2003).  This budget trailer bill provides program support for various State departments.  This bill includes, among other things: 1) Proposition 50 clean-up language; 2) reauthorization of the Dam Inundation Mapping and Emergency Procedures Program; and 3) increases fees for the DWR’s Dam Safety Program.

Year 2003 First Extraordinary Session

AB 10X (Oropeza) Resources (Chapter 1, First Extraordinary Session, Statutes of 2003).  AB 10X implements mid-year budget reductions.  Section 5 reverts $58.1 million to the General Fund from DWR’s Flood Control Subventions Program.  This bill commits the State to pay by June 30, 2006, $58.1 million of the State’s nonfederal share of costs of FCSP projects sponsored by local agencies. 
SB 19X (Chesbro) Reductions in the Budget Act of 2002 (Chapter 3, First Extraordinary Session, Statutes of 2003).  SB 19X reverts appropriations made in the 2002-03 Budget Act (Chapter 379, Statutes of 2002).  DWR related items in the bill include: 1) shifting the funding of DWR programs from General Funds to Proposition 50 bond funds; 2) reductions in the funding of some DWR programs that were appropriated by the 2003 Budget Act; and 3) a cost-savings reversion.
SB 25X (Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee) Public Safety (Chapter 8, First Extraordinary Session, Statutes of 2003).  This bill eliminates the mandate that Office of Emergency Services manage an inundation mapping program, and reduces oversight by the Correctional Peace Officers’ Standards and Training over training at the Department of Youth Authority.  The Dam Inundation Mapping Procedures Program was re-established by SB 1049 (Chapter 741, Statutes of 2003).
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