YEAR 2004 LEGISLATION

AB 105  (Wiggins) Agriculture and Water Omnibus Act of 2003 (Chapter 497, Statutes of 2004).  This bill, among other things: 1) requires urban water suppliers to submit their Urban Water Management Plans to the California State Library; 2) clarifies State funding for groundwater management plans; 3) specifies The Reclamation Board’s office shall be located in Sacramento County; and 4) provides legislative authorization to allocate safe drinking water grants funded through the California Safe Drinking Water Fund.

AB 107  (Steinberg) Flood Control Standards (Chapter 498, Statutes of 2004).  This bill adds a section to the Water Code permitting the governing board of local flood control agencies, under the jurisdiction of The Reclamation Board, authority to adopt prospective encroachments standards that are more protective of public safety than those adopted by the Board, subject to its approval and revision.

AB 318  (Alpert) Urban Water Suppliers: Desalinated Water (Chapter 688, Statutes of 2004).  Requires that an Urban Water Management Plan contain a description of the opportunities for development of desalinated water, including but not limited to, ocean water, brackish water and groundwater as a long-term supply.  The new information required by this bill provides valuable information for decision-making bodies at all levels of government concerning the opportunities for improving water supplies and water supply reliability through the exploration of desalination technology throughout the State.

AB 1020  (Steinberg) Flood Control: Local Cooperation (Chapter 749, Statutes of 2004).  This bill authorizes the Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA), at the discretion of The Reclamation Board, to provide assurances of local cooperation for the South Sacramento County Streams Project in lieu of those same assurances by the Board.  The purpose of this bill is to authorize SAFCA to provide to the federal government, with Board approval, the assurances necessary for federal participation in the South Sacramento Streams Group project.

AB 2141  (Longville) Floodplain Management: Alluvial Task Force (Chapter 878, Statutes of 2004).  This bill requires that the Director of DWR establish the Alluvial Fan Task Force, with prescribed membership determined by the Director, review the state of knowledge regarding alluvial fan floodplains, to develop a model ordinance on alluvial fan flooding and prepare recommendations relating to alluvial fan floodplain management.  This bill authorizes the Director to enter into an interagency agreement with an appropriate agency to oversee the Task Force.  

AB 2572  (Kehoe)
 Water Meters (Chapter 884, Statutes of 2004).  Requires all urban water suppliers, as defined: (a) to install water meters by January 1, 2025 on all municipal and industrial water service connections constructed before 1992; and (b) on or before January 1, 2010 to charge each customer that has a service connection for which a meter has been installed, based on volume of deliveries, as measured by the water meter.

AB 2600  (Leslie) Sierra Nevada Conservancy (Chapter 726, Statutes of 2004).  Establishes the Sierra Nevada Conservancy, to undertake various activities related to the Sierra Nevada Region.  Creates the Sierra Nevada Conservancy Fund in the State Treasury.  Among other things, this bill requires the Conservancy to cooperate and consult with local water suppliers in the vicinity of a Conservancy project.
AB 2690  (Hancock) Public Works: Funds (Chapter 330, Statutes of 2004).  Changes existing State law to allow volunteers to work on public works and exempts, from prevailing wage law, work performed by the California Conservation Corps or certified Community Conservation Corps.  Applies retroactively and sunsets on January 1, 2009.

AB 2717 (Laird) California Urban Water Conservation Council (Chapter 682, Statutes of 2004).  Declares the Legislature’s intent that the California Urban Water Conservation Council be requested to form a stakeholders workgroup composed of public and private representatives to evaluate and report on the Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance, water budgets for landscapes, incentives to encourage efficiency and other matters.  State agency stakeholders are not required to pay any expenses of the workgroup and contributions from non-State stakeholders are strictly voluntary.  This bill is entirely permissive. 

AB 2918  (Laird) Desalination Facilities (Chapter 648, Statutes of 2004).  Authorizes the California Public Utilities Commission (PUC) to evaluate the interrelationship between PUC’s electricity policies and water policies as they relate to saline water conversion through ocean desalination.  The evaluation required by this bill begins to address the recommendations of the Water Desalination Task Force.  
SB 117 (Machado) Water Security, Clean Water, Coastal Protection (Chapter 716, Statutes of 2004).  Requires each State agency, implementing a Proposition 50 bond program, to provide technical assistance and outreach to disadvantaged communities and authorizes each agency to waive matching fund requirements at its discretion.

SB 904  (Chesbro) Wild and Scenic Rivers (Chapter 545, Statutes of 2004).  Modifies the California Wild and Scenic River Act to require State departments and agencies to exercise their powers granted under other laws in a manner that protects designated components and values of the California Wild and Scenic Rivers system.  This bill modifies the definition of special treatment areas to include specific locations that are within 200 feet of the watercourse transition line of designated recreational rivers that may be at risk during timber operations.  This change in definition expands protections to designated recreation river segments that are excluded by the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection Forest Practice Rules.

SB 1107  (Senate Budget and Fiscal Review) Resources (Chapter 230, Statutes of 2004).  This bill enacts statutory changes relating to the 2004-05 Budget Act.  This summary addresses sections of the bill that amend existing provisions of law with respect to DWR programs for watermaster services and maintenance areas.  Among other provisions, this bill: 1) Provides DWR the option to form a maintenance area when requested by a local agency that wishes to give up its responsibility for maintaining a federally authorized flood control project; 2) Authorizes the State to recover the costs of formation of a maintenance area; and 3) Shifts watermaster services funding from the General Fund to water rights owners.

SB 1155  (Machado) Water Quality Standards: Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Chapter 612, Statutes of 2004).  Requires the Director of DWR, in collaboration with the Secretary of Interior, to prepare a plan to meet existing permit and license conditions for which DWR has an obligation under SWRCB Decision 1641.  Requires the plan to be prepared on or before January 1, 2006 and submitted to SWRCB and the California Bay-Delta Authority prior to increasing the existing permitted diversion rate at the SWP at Harvey O. Banks Pumping Plant. 

SB 1214 (Kuehl) Salton Sea Restoration: Restoration Study (Chapter 614, Statutes of 2004).  Provides further details of the Salton Sea Restoration Study required by the Salton Sea Restoration Act and requires that alternatives be identified in a restoration plan to be developed by The Resources Agency.  The bill also sets forth some of the functions and duties of the Salton Sea Advisory Committee created by SB 317 (Kuehl) - Chapter 612, Statutes of 2003.

SB 1280  (Ortiz) Flood Damage Reduction: American River Watershed (Chapter 616, Statutes of 2004).  Authorizes the American River Watershed Project in Sacramento County.  The bill requires the Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA) to enter into an agreement with DWR in which SAFCA agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the State for any and all liability arising out of the flood control project authorized by this bill. The adopted and authorized project is in accordance with federal law and the cost to the State shall be later appropriated by the California Legislature on the recommendation of DWR or The Reclamation Board.

SB 1319  (Burton/Alpert) Natural Resources: Ocean Protection (Chapter 719, Statutes of 2004).  Enacts the California Ocean Protection Act, which creates the Ocean Protection Council and establishes the California Ocean Protection Trust Fund.  The purpose of this bill is to streamline and consolidate oversight of California’s ocean resources, designate ocean and marine ecosystems as a public trust, promote ocean protection policies based on sound science and facilitate the designation of marine protected areas.  
AB 2470  (Kehoe) Water Conservation Programs (Chapter 111, Statutes of 2004).
Amends existing law by allowing a public entity to undertake water conservation and public education programs using an informational booklet or materials for use in connection with the use or transfer of real estate containing up to four residential units. If those materials are delivered to a transferee in connection with the transfer of real property, the seller or broker is not required to provide information concerning water conservation and water conservation programs in addition to that contained in the materials provided.  Requires a review be done to document the extent of program implementation and estimate the amount of water saved.
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