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ATTACHMENT 2:  ELIGIBLE APPLICANT DOCUMENTATION 
 
Following is a written statement identifying that the applicant, Deer Creek and Tule River Authority 
(Authority), are eligible to apply for this grant: 
 

 Is the applicant a local public agency as defined in CWC 10701(a)?  Please explain. 
 
“CWC 10701(a): As used in this part, "local agency" means any city, county, district, agency, or other 
political subdivision of the state for the local performance of governmental or proprietary functions 
within limited boundaries.” 

The Authority was formed through a Joint Powers Agreement on 25 February 1994 (Enclosed is a 
full copy of the JPA).  The Authority was formed by Agreement (enclosed) to the provisions of the 
JPA Act and shall be a public entity separate from the members.  The purpose of the Authority is to 
facilitate more efficient operations and management of the member districts’ through conjunctive 
management of the members’ surface and groundwater supplies.  Member Districts of the Authority 
include Lower Tule River Irrigation District, Pixley Irrigation District, Porterville Irrigation District, 
Saucelito Irrigation District, Stone Corral Water District, Terra Bella Irrigation District, Tea Pot Dome 
Irrigation District, and Vandalia Irrigation District, all located in Tulare County, California.   

 What is the statutory or other legal authority under which the applicant was formed and is 
authorized to operate? 
 
In 1989 The California State Legislature passed Assembly Bill 255 (AB 255), allowing local public 
agencies in any of the 11 groundwater basins that were identified by DWR Bulletin 118-80, as 
critically overdrafted to undertake management of groundwater. On January 1, 1993, AB 3030 
became effective, superseding AB 255. AB 3030 authorized local agencies that are within 
groundwater basins, as defined by DWR Bulletin 118, to prepare and adopt groundwater 
management plans. The DWR Bulletin 118-80 identified the Tule Basin to be a Basin subject to 
critical overdraft. The Legislature found and declared that additional study of groundwater is 
necessary to better understand how to manage groundwater effectively to ensure the safe 
production, quality and proper storage of groundwater.  
 
In September of 2002, the California State Legislature adopted Senate Bill 1938, which amended 
California Water Code Section 10750 requiring new groundwater management plans to include 
documentation “describing the manner in which interested parties may participate in developing the 
groundwater management plan” which may include the appointment of a technical advisory 
committee. SB 1938 also requires that an agency developing a Groundwater Management Plan, 
work cooperatively with other public agencies or private parties whose service area or boundary 
overlie the same groundwater basin.  In 2003, DWR Bulletin 118, Appendix C was updated to 
include recommended components for a Groundwater Management Plan. 
 
Based upon these statutory requirements, the Authority was formed in 1994 between separate 
California Irrigation Districts to collectively manage and address groundwater management and to 
create a more efficient base wide management of both groundwater and surface water. 
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 Does the applicant have legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the State of 
California? 
 
The Authority has legal authority to enter into a grant agreement with the State of Califorinia, as 
identified under the Agreement, Section 2.05 Powers (m), which states the Authority has Power to: 
 

“(m) To apply for, accept and receive state, federal or local licenses, permits, grants, loans or 
other aid from any agency of the United States of America, the State of California or other public 
or private entities necessary for the Authorities full  exercise of its power;”  

 
 Describe any legal agreements among partner agencies and/or organizations that ensure 

performance of the project and tracking of funds. 
 
The Authority Agreement established an Advisory Committee which consists of a representative from 
each member agency.  The Advisory Committee manages and oversees special projects to ensure 
performance criteria are met and track project funds.  The Advisory Committee reports the Board 
updates and progress for each project.  The Committee meets monthly and during the duration of an 
Authority Project, updates on each project are discussed and reviewed to ensure adequate 
performance. 

 

ENCLOSURE: 

• Deer Creek and Tule River Authority Joint Powers Agreement 
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