EMARCD:  Anza-Terwilliger Groundwater Monitoring Program and Groundwater Recharge Map Project


Attachment 3:

Status of Anza-Terwilliger Groundwater Management Plan

The community that encompasses the Anza-Terwilliger Valley has expressed concerns over water supply and quality for nearly three decades.  Various water studies have been completed as funding has been available; primarily from federal and State sources.  However no effort to take formal steps towards the active management of local water supply was successful until the community effort that resulted in application, award, and completion of a 2008 DWR Local Groundwater Assistance (LGA) Grant.  The work completed under this $50,000 LGA capacity-building grant is documented in the November 2011 Area Groundwater Management Report (attached).
Due to the importance of groundwater to various stakeholders within the Anza-Terwilliger area, the 2008 LGA Grant also resulted in the formation of a formal association of Anza-Terwilliger stakeholders, which is now known as the Anza Groundwater Association (AGWA).  Among other things, AGWA desires to pursue opportunities that would result in the development of a comprehensive Groundwater Management Plan (GWMP) and implementation program, in collaboration with the various stakeholders to assure that local groundwater resources can provide a sustainable water supply for all water users while protecting the designated beneficial uses of the basins and complying with all applicable regulations..  

As indicated above, initial steps have already been taken toward development of a GWMP. The 2011 completion of the Anza Area Groundwater Management Report (attached) helped outline and document a program that would assist Anza-Terwilliger stakeholders with developing a GWMP. This Report identified the following conclusions: 

1. Significant information is available on the water levels and water quality (of the Anza Area), however significant gaps in areal and temporal water information exist; 

2. A large number of wells are in the Anza Area and little is known about many of the wells or their condition or status; 

3. Additional efforts are needed to understand contaminant sources and control options, including a better understanding of septic tanks as a potential (contaminant) source; 

4. Further coordinated planning and data collection should be a priority to assess current trends in water levels and quality; 

5. Continued effort to invite and involve as many members of the community as possible to participate in water issue discussions is useful; 

6. Participants gained significant awareness and understanding of water issues through the workshops; and 

7. Greater organization and development of governance is needed to ensure groundwater management and local community participation on the future of the Anza Area. 

In addition, the Anza Area Groundwater Management Report made the following recommendations:

· Continue to support Stakeholder group development through Committee and projects

· Pursue Long-term and Near-term study, monitoring and projects

· Continue communication on water issues for the community

· Pursue the funding opportunities for planning and projects

· Use the foundation from this project to complete a Groundwater Management Plan

The purpose of the proposed project is to make progress toward the development and adoption of a GWMP for the Anza-Terwilliger area by completing components of the GWMP that provide a framework and context for continued local groundwater stewardship efforts in the Anza-Terwilliger area.  

Consistent with, and as a continuation of the efforts documented and recommended in the Anza Area Groundwater Management Report, the proposed project involves the development of two components of the GWMP-- a Groundwater Monitoring Program and Recharge Map.  This project will utilize a public outreach and stakeholder involvement process to invite and encourage participation by the Anza-Terwilliger stakeholders. This approach will facilitate the cooperative development of the future GWMP and ensures it satisfies the requirements of AB 3030 and SB 1938 when adopted.
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