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Inyo County has adopted three documents that together are the functional equivalent of a groundwater management plan.  These three documents are a groundwater ordinance (adopted 1998), a resolution articulating the County’s water policy (adopted 1999), and a stipulation and order settling litigation between Inyo County and the City of Los Angeles (agreed to in 1991, but was not filed with the Court until 1997 due related litigation).  These three documents are described below, followed by copies of each document.
Groundwater Ordinance.  Ordinance 1004 (Groundwater Ordinance), chaptered as section 18.77 of the Inyo County Code, requires that parties desiring to transfer more than one acre-foot of groundwater from a groundwater basin located in whole or in part in Inyo County to a location outside of the groundwater basin or to a location outside of Inyo County must obtain a conditional use permit from the County.  Pursuant to Water Code Section 1810, transfers of water may be denied if such a transfer will unreasonably affect the overall economy or the environment of the county from which the water is being transferred.  Conditional use permits for groundwater transfers are approved only if the Inyo County Planning Commission, in consideration from recommendations from the Inyo County Water Commission, finds that the proposed transfer will not unreasonably affect the overall economy or environment of the County.  Determinations by the Planning Commission concerning whether a transfer will have a significant adverse effect on the economy or environment are made based on substantial evidence and analyzed according to the methods used to conduct CEQA analyses.  Monitoring, management, and reporting requirements are incorporated, as appropriate, into each conditional use permit.  Transfers by the City of Los Angeles are exempt from the Groundwater Ordinance, because such transfers are regulated by Inyo/Los Angeles Long Term Water Agreement (see below).  The Groundwater Ordinance was adopted by the Inyo County Board of Supervisors on October 27, 1998.
Resolution 99-43.  Resolution 99-43 sets forth the County’s policy concerning the extraction and use of water within the County, defines the responsibilities of the Inyo County Water Commission, and sets out the water-related responsibilities of a number of County Departments.  Resolution 99-43 retains final responsibility for water policy with the Board of Supervisors.  The Inyo County Board of Supervisors adopted Resolution 99-43 on July 27, 1999. 
Inyo/Los Angeles Long Term Water Agreement.  The City of Los Angeles has a long history in Inyo County, beginning with the acquisition of land and water rights and construction of the Los Angeles Aqueduct in the early twentieth century.  In 1970, Los Angeles completed a second aqueduct to increase their water export capacity.  Inyo County commenced litigation concerning the operation of the second aqueduct, which was settled by the Long Term Water Agreement.  This agreement has most effect in Owens Valley, where the majority of Los Angeles’s land is, but applies in general to Los Angeles’s activities anywhere in Inyo County.  The Long Term Water Agreement establishes policy and technical oversight committees to implement the agreement, mitigates negative effects of water management (1970-1990), sets baseline vegetation conditions (1984-1987), manages groundwater pumping to avoid future negative effects (1990 onward), monitors conditions to assess compliance with agreement goals, sets out dispute resolution processes, provides financial resources for County, defines dispute resolution procedures, and maintains irrigation on some historically irrigated lands.  The Inyo/Los Angeles Long Term Water Agreement was signed October 18, 1991, but subsequent litigation from various parties challenged the agreement, and the agreement was not filed with the Superior Court until that litigation was settled in 1997.


  
 

