Attachment 3 – Status of GWMP

The Tulare Irrigation District (District) was formed in 1889 as one of the first irrigation districts in the State of California.  The District consists of approximately 76,000 acres and surrounds the City of Tulare.  The District receives two water sources to support agricultural needs, (1) rainfall and (2) surface water.  Rainfall is sporadic and scarce, therefore it does not provide any substantial water for the area.  The District relies on surface water from the Kaweah River and a long-term Class 1/Class 2 contract with the CVP Friant unit to meet irrigation needs.  Historically, these two water supplies and groundwater pumping have been inadequate to supply sufficient irrigation needs within the area.  As a result of this inadequacy the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) has designated the area as critically overdrafted.  The District’s objective has for many years been to deliver a viable and affordable surface water supply while also addressing overdraft through the conjunctive use of surface water and groundwater.

In December 1992 the District adopted a Groundwater Management Plan (District GWMP), which has widely been recognized as the first plan in the State of California.  The District GWMP was formed under the provisions of the California Water Code Section 10750 et seq., which was added through Assembly Bill 255 and became effective January 1, 1992.  In 2010 the District went through the process of updating the District GWMP to meet new requirements that were created in September 2002 via the California Senate Bill No. 1938, which subsequently amended Sections 10753 and 10795 of the California Water Code.  The District GWMP also addressed recommendations located in Appendix C of the DWR Bulletin 118 (2003 Update).  

The District GWMP outlines the framework for the District's groundwater management efforts.  General categories that are addressed include a description of the District's geology and hydrogeology, basin management objectives, stakeholder involvement, groundwater monitoring, groundwater resource protection, groundwater sustainability, groundwater operations and groundwater planning and management.  Located on Page 30 of the District GWMP is a discussion of the groundwater monitoring practices followed by the District.  Page 31 of the District GWMP specifically outlines the requirement to seek grant funds to install dedicated monitoring wells, including nested wells that measure groundwater levels above and below the Corcoran Clay Layer.  The District GWMP therefore establishes the objective to pursue a dedicated monitoring well network to further its capacity to monitor and manage groundwater supplies within the District.

Included in this attachment is a copy of the current Tulare Irrigation District Groundwater Management Plan (attached as TID GWMP) that was adopted in October 2010.  Also included is Resolution 10-12 (attached as Resolution) which adopted the 2010 District GWMP.

