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DWR to Conduct Underwater Topographic Surveys 
Data to help identify underwater erosion of Central Valley levees 

Sacramento—The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) will begin underwater 
topographic levee surveys Monday, Dec. 3 to gather data along 111 miles of levee-protected 
waterways. The surveys are part of DWR’s levee evaluation program to improve flood protection 
for communities in the Central Valley and will gather data along the Sacramento, American, San 
Joaquin, and Calaveras Rivers.    
 
From Dec. 3 to Dec. 9, DWR will conduct the surveys by boat along the Sacramento River from the 
Freeport Bridge to downtown Sacramento. Other survey areas and dates are tentative and subject 
to change due to weather constraints and other conditions. 
 
The survey results will help reveal underwater erosion along riverbank levees. Survey boats use 
multibeam sonar imagery, highly sensitive technology that provides a graphic image of underwater 
surfaces that cannot be obtained by conventional land topographic methods  
 
Survey data will supplement above-water topographic data collected during aerial surveys DWR 
conducted earlier this year. The combined data will be used with the results of other levee 
evaluation methods—including subsurface explorations, electromagnetic surveys, and 
geomorphologic assessments—to facilitate an overall geotechnical assessment of levee stability.  
 
The surveys are expected to continue through December 20.  The levee evaluation efforts are 
being funded through Propositions 84 and 1E, which were approved by California voters in 
November 2006. 
 
Due to regulations, media ride-alongs will not be available. However, interviews and photo 
shoots may be scheduled with DWR levee evaluation team members with the survey 
equipment, including the docked survey boat, prior to launch each day. The first availability 
will be from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m., Monday, Dec. 3, at the Sherwood Harbor Marina in West 
Sacramento. To schedule, please contact Elizabeth Scott, DWR Public Affairs Office, at 
(916) 835-5344. 
 
Driving directions to Sherwood Harbor Marina, 3505 S. River Road, West Sacramento: 



Take Jefferson Blvd. south (W. Sacramento)  
Left on Linden Rd. 
Right on S. River Rd. 
Travel approximately one mile 
 
Additional survey information—including fact sheet and map/schedule—are posted online at: 
www.water.ca.gov/levees/evaluation/bathy.cfm
The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam safety and flood control and 
inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and water conservation planning, and plans for future statewide 
water needs. 
 

Contact the DWR Public Affairs Office for more information about DWR's water activities.   
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