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CONTACTS: 

●     Pete Weisser -- [w] (916) 653-9712 
●     Eva McClelland -- [w] (209) 826-0718, ext. 253 

Free Fishing Derby At O'Nell Forebay 
Will Be Held On Saturday, May 18

On Saturday, May 18, O'Neill Forebay--well documented as a waterway producing trophy-sized striped 
bass--will be the setting for a free fishing derby for youngsters under age 16. 

Anglers under 16 are invited to take part in the free fishing derby, enjoy a day of outstanding fishing and 
compete for prizes. 

The event is sponsored by the Department of Water Resources (DWR), Department of Parks and 
Recreation, and the Four Rivers Natural History Association. 

Sign-ups for the fishing derby will take place, starting at 8 a.m. and continuing until noon, in the San 
Luis Creek Recreation Area, near the boat launch ramp. Fish weigh-ins will begin at 1 p.m., and prizes 
will be awarded shortly after the weigh-ins. 

A park day-use fee of $5 per vehicle will be charged, but the fishing derby itself is free. The $5 per 
vehicle fee applies regardless of the number of vehicle occupants. Those attending the event are 
encouraged to bring a picnic lunch and can stay on after the fishing derby at O'Niell Forebay for the 
entire day. 

Families or parents bringing young anglers to the derby can access the San Luis Creek Recreation Area 
at O'Neill Forebay from State Highway 152. O'Neill Forebay is located in Merced County, near San Luis 
Reservoir, just west of Interstate 5 at State Highway 152. 

O'Neill Forebay has 12 miles of shoreline, a surface area of 2,700 acres and a gross capacity of more 
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than 56,000 acre-feet. 

San Luis Reservoir is the largest off-stream reservoir in the United States, with a 65-mile shoreline and a 
storage capacity of more than 2 million acre-feet. It is used to store water for both the State Water 
Project and the federal Central Valley Project. 

Persons wishing more information about the free fishing derby are invited to call (209) 826-1198. 

In a previous DWR news release, the date of this fishing derby was misprinted as May 11. The correct 
date is May 18. 

###

The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam 
safety and flood control and inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and 
water conservation planning, and plans for future statewide water needs. The State Water Project 
provides water to two-thirds of California's population. 

For more on-line information, see Find DWR Info or return to the DWR California Water Page 
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