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May is Water Awareness Month in California: 
DWR Plans a Series of Special Events

Changing weather patterns from a wet, wild winter to a dry spring dramatize the need for careful water 
management as California observes Water Awareness Month during May. December and January storms 
triggered historic flooding, yet February and March were among the drier months on record, noted water 
officials. 

"Water plays a crucial role in our daily lives," said David N. Kennedy, Director of the Department of 
Water Resources. "Water is essential to California's quality of life, economy and environment." 

Water Awareness Month spotlights California's water resources. Water supplies are a finite resource and 
precipitation is uncertain from year to year, while water needs and human populations grow. 

DWR operates the State Water Project, the largest State-built multipurpose water prhe nation. The water 
project delivers water to many areas of need, including the Bay area, San Joaquin Valley and southern 
California. 

In January, the project's keystone facility, Oroville Dam, was operated for flood protection, preventing 
downstream damage during historic rainfall and runoff from the Feather River watershed. With warmer 
weather, the SWP focus moves to water use and consumption, recreation at SWP lakes and reservoirs, 
and environmental benefits. 

For Water Awareness Month, DWR will host or take part in a series of special events dramatizing a 
variety of water uses in California. Here is a list of events: 
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April 30-May 4Merced County Spring Fair in Los Banos. 

DWR will highlight water's importance in California in an exhibit booth at this event at the Los 
Banos Fairgrounds, at 403 F Street in Los Banos, just off Interstate 5 near State Highway 152. 

Date: Gates: Exhibit Halls: 

April 
30 

2 pm-midnight 2 - 11 pm 

May 1 2 pm-midnight 2 - 11 pm 

May 2 9 am-midnight noon-11 pm 

May 3 9 am-midnight 10 am-10 pm 

May 4 9 am-midnight 10 am-11 pm 
 

Contact: Howard Berman, DWR (209) 826-0718 

 
May 8 

"Hooked on Fishing" event at the A. D. Edmonston Pumping Plant near 
Bakersfield. 

An estimated 150 local elementary school students---third- and fourth-graders from 
Bakersfield---will attend this event. They will learn to fish, be water safe and use 
water wisely with plants. A renovated visitor area with graphic displays is 
available at this plant, where SWP water is pumped nearly 2,000 feet up and over 
the Tehachapi Mountains. 

Hours: 9 am to 1 pm. 
Contact: Tom Madden (805) 858-5509

 
May 9 

Grand Opening---Aquatic Center Lake Oroville, North Thermalito 
Forebay 

10 am-11:30 am 
Ceremonies to open a new $100,000 aquatic center to help improve sailing 
at North Thermalito Forebay. 

Contact: John Ford, DWR, (916) 534-2306
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May 10 

Open House at Oroville Dam 

Free public tours of the hydroelectric powerplant in the bedrock 
beneath Oroville Dam 

Hours: 10 am to 4:30 pm 
Contact: John Ford, DWR, (916) 534-2306

 
May 17 

Fishing Derby at O'Neill Forebay, just east of San Luis 
Reservoir, major storage reservoir near Los Banos. 

Trophy-sized striped bass often are caught at O'Neill Forebay, 
located in Merced County just west of Interstate 5 at State 
Highway 152. The fishing derby will take place inside the 
San Luis Creek Recreation Area, near the boat launch ramp. 
A park day-use fee of $5 per vehicle is charged. The event is 
sponsored by DWR, the Department of Parks and Recreation, 
and the Four Rivers Natural History Association. 

Hours: 8 am to noon. 
Contact: Eva McCleland (209) 826-0718

 
May 17 

Aqueduct Bikeway Celebration 
Bike ride celebrating biking access to a 28-mile 
portion of California Aqueduct in the Antelope Valley 
in Southern California. 

This bikeway segment extends from 165th Street East, 
near the community of Pearblossom, to Main Street in 
Hesperia, near Silverwood Lake in San Bernardino 
County. 
Registration at 8 am. Event starts at 9 am. 
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Sponsored by the Antelope Valley Trails, Recreation 
and Environmental Council, the Grapevine Mountain 
Bike Association and DWR. 

Contact: The Antelope Valley Trails, Recreation and 
Environmental Council,  
(805) 946-1976. 

 
May 31-June 1 

Apricot Fiesta at Patterson. 

DWR will highlight water's importance for 
many purposes in California in an exhibit at the 
annual Apricot Fiesta in Patterson, an 
agricultural community located near the SWP's 
California Aqueduct along I-5 in San Joaquin 
County, near State Route 33. 

Hours: Booths staffed: Saturday, 9 am to 6 pm 
Sunday, 9 am to 5 pm. 
Contact: Marv Niemi, DWR Delta Field 
Division, at (209) 833-2044

 
June 7 

Fishing Clinic and Free Fishing Day at 
Bethany Reservoir in Bethany 
Reservoir State Recreation Area in 
eastern Alameda County. 

Sponsored by the Department's Delta 
Field Division. Novice anglers can learn 
how to fish free, at a secluded reservoir 
near the SWP's Banks Pumping Plant in 
the south Delta. Free loaned fishing 
equipment will be available. No fishing 
licenses required on this day. Bethany 
Reservoir can be reached by taking I-5 
south to I-205 (the Tracy Bypass) and 
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exiting at Grantline Road. Take 
Grantline to Byron Highway, and go 
north on Byron Highway to Kelso Road, 
left on Kelso to Bruns, left on Bruns to 
the reservoir. 

Hours: 8 am to noon. 
Contact: Shirley Porter, DWR Delta 
Field Division, at (209) 833-2032

###

The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains 
the State Water Project, provides dam safety and flood 
control and inspection services, assists local water districts in 
water management and water conservation planning, and 
plans for future statewide water needs. The State Water 
Project provides water to two-thirds of California's 
population. 

For more on-line information, see Find DWR Info or return to the DWR California Water Page 
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