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A Whole Year's Worth of Recreation 
- Southern California -

 
Now that it's summer, most people are done planning their trips to "get away from it all." Still, you 
might want to know a little secret that the California Department of Water Resources wants to share: 

A chain of State Water Project lakes provides a whole year's worth of recreation. 

From the jewel-like upper Feather River lakes in the north to Castaic Lake in the south, the nation's 
largest state-run water conservation and delivery system has lots of recreation action to offer. 

In Southern California, five lakes filled with water destined for use throughout the region also are 
filled with opportunities such as boating, water skiing and picnicking. 

What's more, they're easy to reach. 

From Interstate 5, you can get to Castaic and Pyramid lakes in northern Los Angeles County, about an 
hour's drive from downtown Los Angeles. 

Castaic Lake, with a recreation area operated by the Los Angeles County Department of Parks and 
Recreation, features a lagoon with overnight camping, sandy beaches, and grassy picnic areas. A small 
lagoon allows only non-power boating, while the lake, with 2,200 surface acres, handles power craft. 
There are two launching ramps. Large-mouth bass, bluegill, trout, crappie, and catfish abound. 

Pyramid Lake is a popular boating lake, with many inlets and an island. Located in Angeles National 
Forest, Pyramid has boating ramps, beaches, good fishing, and a high-tech visitors center with sparkling 
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displays about water's journey to the south state. The recreation program is run by a concessionaire 
under an agreement with the U.S. Forest Service. 

Further north, in the western Antelope Valley off Highway 138, is Quail Lake, once a pond created by 
movement on the San Andreas Fault and today a small (290-acre) State Water Project lake. 

Quail Lake is a year-round mecca for shoreline anglers, who pull in striped bass, channel catfish, 
bluegill and carp. Boats and swimming are not permitted. Birdwatching and hiking are other favorite 
activities. 

In San Bernardino County, high above the Mojave Desert on Highway 138 and only 30 miles north of 
the city of San Bernardino, is another lake with a strong following. When the Department of Water 
Resources drew down the water level at Silverwood Lake last year to make needed repairs, recreational 
opportunities at the Lake were temporarily diminished. 

This summer, Silverwood Lake reopens with fanfare, as the water rises to accommodate boats, 
swimmers, and anglers. State Parks operates Silverwood Lake State Recreation Area, with campsites, 
picnicking, bicycling, and hiking. The lake is the winter home of bald eagles and a refuge for migrating 
waterfowl. 

Lake Perris, near the city of Riverside, is the largest and most used of the six Southern California lakes 
of the State Water Project. While Perris State Recreation Area is often at turnaway levels in the summer, 
there are features other than traditional swimming and boating to attract visitors in other seasons. A 
regional museum of Native American history stands on a promontory with a sweeping view of the lake. 
A rock-climbing area called Big Rock offers climbers a practice zone with a variety of challenges. 
Birdwatching and hunting for upland game are also available. 

If you're not sure which lake to choose, send for a free copy of the State Water Project recreation guide, 
with a map listing recreation opportunities at all 12 lakes, as well as fishing opportunities along the 
California Aqueduct, and phone numbers to call for more information. Contact DWR's Office of Water 
Education at 1-800-272-8869 or write Office of Water Education, Department of Water Resources, P.O. 
Box 942836, (Room 1104-1), Sacramento, CA 94236-0001. 

The State Water Project provides water to two-thirds of California's population. The system includes 29 
storage facilities (including lakes and reservoirs), 18 pumping plants, four pumping-generating plants, 
five hydroelectric plants, and more than 600 miles of canals and pipelines. The Department of Water 
Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, as well as providing dam safety and flood 
control and inspection services, assisting local water districts in water management and water 
conservation planning, and planning for future statewide water needs. 

 
KEYS TO STATE LAKES 
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-Southern California-

 
CASTAIC LAKE: 

Factoid: A popular destination in the Castaic Mountains north of Los Angeles, Castaic opened in 
1972. 

Getting There: Take Interstate 5 to Lake Hughes Road, then a short way. 

More Info: Los Angeles County Parks (805) 257-4050 

 
PYRAMID LAKE: 

Factoid: It is named for the pyramid-shaped rock formation that highway engineers carved out of 
the mountain to make room for old Highway 99, part of which is now covered by the lake. The 
rock stands near the dam. 

Getting There: 20 miles north of Santa Clarita, take Interstate 5 to Smokey Bear Road, then left 
on the Old Highway 99 section to Emigrant Landing. 

More Info: Recreation, (805) 296-9710; Group camping reservations, (805) 295-1245; Boat 
rentals, (805) 257-2892; Vista del Lago Visitors Center, (805) 294-0219. 

 
QUAIL LAKE: 

Factoid: 10,000 people visit this little lake annually. 

Getting There: From Interstate 5, take the Highway 138 turnoff 3 miles to the parking lot. 

For more info: (805)257-3610, State Water Project southern field office. 

 
SILVERWOOD LAKE: 

Factoid: From the air, it's shaped like an hour-glass. 

Getting There: By several freeways and highways from either side of the San Bernardino 
mountains. Take Interstate 15 to Highway 138, then east to the lake. 
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More info: State Recreation Area, (619) 389-2303. A new brochure on Silverwood Lake is now 
available from Department of Water Resources at (800) 272-8869. 

Hearing impaired? You can call the California Relay Service (voice) at (800) 735-2922 for 
information about any State Water Project facility. 

 
LAKE PERRIS: 

Factoid: One of the most heavily used lakes in the State Park system. 

Getting There: Located 11 miles southeast of Riverside, the Lake can be reached from the 
Ramona Freeway off Interstate 215. 

More info: State Recreation Area, (714) 657-0676. 

Hearing impaired? You can call the California Relay Service (voice) at (800) 735-2922 for 
information about any State Water Project facility. 

###

The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam 
safety and flood control and inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and 
water conservation planning, and plans for future statewide water needs. The State Water Project 
provides water to two-thirds of California's population. 

For more on-line information, see Find DWR Info or return to the DWR California Water Page 

 
  

http://www.publicaffairs-hold.water.ca.gov/newsreleases/1997/July25,97-South_CA_Rec.html (4 of 4)11/2/2009 3:21:42 PM

http://wwwdwr.water.ca.gov/dir-general_informationR2/Find_DWR_InfoR2.html
http://wwwdwr.water.ca.gov/

	ca.gov
	1997 Recreation - News Release, Jul. 25, 1997




