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A Wet Year Ends, Another May Be On the Way

SACRAMENTO -- Water experts at the California Department of Water Resources have closed the 
books on the 1996-97 "water year", officially labelling it a wet one--the third in a row. 

Water years extend from October 1 to September 30. 

The year was marked by severe flooding in northern and central California. 

As for next year, hydrologists are cautious in making any predictions about the effects of the El Ni–o 
weather pattern. 

"Ocean levels will be higher than normal, increasing the risk of damage to levees in the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta." 

About a fourth of the state's water goes through the Delta on its way to customers. 

In the last water year, higher than normal runoff into reservoirs kept storage just above average through 
summer and into the fall. Storage on the Colorado River, a water source for Southern California, remains 
very high. 

Rainfall statewide last year was 120 percent of average, with runoff 145 percent of average. A nearly 
statewide dry spell followed severe storms and flooding in December and January, reducing storage for 
runoff that never materialized, thus flattening the annual numbers. 
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The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam 
safety and flood control and inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and 
water conservation planning, and plans for future statewide water needs. The State Water Project 
provides water to two-thirds of California's population. 

For more on-line information, see Find DWR Info or return to the DWR California Water Page 
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