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California's Flood-Damaged Levees Repaired

Working non-stop since the first of January, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) has restored the 
levees damaged in the January 1997 storms. The repair effort, totalling approximately $130 million, was 
the most extensive levee restoration effort ever attempted in such a short amount of time. The Corps has 
already completed structural repairs to more than 600 identified repair sites and has even added some 
additional sites that will be completed within a couple of weeks. The additional sites were identified 
during the construction process and were added to existing contracts. 

"California appreciates the extraordinary effort the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has made to 
accomplish this levee restoration so quickly, " said Bob Potter, Chief Deputy Director, Department of 
Water Resources. 

Over 55 separate construction contracts were awarded to repair levees damaged in the Central Valley 
from Fresno to Chico and along the North Coast from Del Norte to Santa Cruz counties. At many of the 
projects, crews worked around-the clock to complete repairs before the winter rains arrived. 

"There has never been a storm in the history of California that has caused flood damages to the extent of 
the January 1997 storms," said Brigadier General Richard Capka, Division Engineer for the Corps' South 
Pacific Division. 

The repairs normally would have taken three to five years to complete, but working under emergency 
authorities from Congress, the Corps accelerated the construction process and completed the work in 

http://www.publicaffairs-hold.water.ca.gov/newsreleases/1997/Dec.2,97-Fld_Dmgd_Levees.html (1 of 2)10/28/2009 11:02:05 AM

mailto:weisser@water.ca.gov


California's Levees Repaired - News Release, Dec. 2, 1997

under one year. 

The Corps worked with the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) to identify and initiate 
the levee restoration effort. DWR and the Corps both formed new offices to handle the huge emergency 
effort. 

"Working as federal and State partners was the only way this large amount of work could be completed 
so quickly," said Capka. 

While the Corps had the task of designing and constructing the repairs, DWR worked to identify repair 
sites and acquire land easements and levee fill materials. 

"The restoration effort was truly a team effort," Capka added. 

Both the Corps and DWR are beginning a system-wide comprehensive study of the entire flood control 
system. This study, urged by Governor Wilson's Flood Emergency Action Team (FEAT), will consider 
changes and improvements to the flood control system on a regional basis. Not only will future levee 
improvement be examined, but also dredging and non-structural methods to allow river waters to 
reclaim parts of their flood plains. Future flooding is a serious concern and this comprehensive study 
team is planning to have an initial report within 18 months so that opportunities for reducing flood 
damages can be identified as soon as possible. 

###

The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam 
safety and flood control and inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and 
water conservation planning, and plans for future statewide water needs. The State Water Project 
provides water to two-thirds of California's population. 

For more on-line information, see Find DWR Info or return to the DWR California Water Page 
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